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CHAP. I. 



BUKEVOL2NCE — trSURPATION— A LITERARY 
MORSEL— -AND UNWELCOME VISITORS* 

LADY ANN could not have found a more 
fit person to second her benevolent plans than 
Mr. Strickland ; for, added to her tiwn 
I goodness of hearty and llberatity of sent!- 
I ment^ his mercantile concerns gave him an 
opportunity of more useful and essential^ 
service^ than could have arisen from misre 
rank or property. The stranger, under such 
patronage, might become a useful member 
of the commonwealth, and make amends to 
society for violating her rights, and trampling 
upon the laws which guard them ; under 
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2 FANNY FITZ-YORK. 

Buch protection, every good propensity would 
be nurtured, and human frailty delivered 
from the evils of temptation. 

The worthy merdiant condird^ a dis- 
course fraught with benevolence, with a 
strict charge respecting the. health of his 
protegee, and an assurance of useful employ- 
ment, when that wa3 established. As the 
young man was rising to take leave, Lady 
Milford and Fanny entered the roon\. Her 
Ladyship started — Fanny blushed— and the 
cause of their emotion, staggering under 
the combined e£fects of surprise, shame, and 
remaining weakness, wOuld hav^ fallen to 
the 'ground, had he not caught hold of the 
chair from which he had just risen. 

The Countess having attentively perused 
the countenances of the assembled group,, 
with a greatness of mind becoming her sex 
and situation, thus addressed the culprit :— 
^ Young man, from me you have nothing 
to fear. I read in your tell-tale countenance, 
coMrition for the past, and Tanticipate the 
rewards, a return to virtue cannot fail to 
produce in a mind sensibly alive to former. 



' i\ 



1 



P^NN'Y..fW¥-¥Qi*/l 



errors* : Tp 'facilitate ypuf rest^ratioi) to 
society, I wiU ch^e^fully aid the effcH'ts of ' 

Lady Ann Fitz-Yprk, and our worthy mer- i 

$ban.t9 who^e intentions in bringing you *; 

hith^r^ ans; I feel convinced, any thing but 
hostile* The property you §o ungallantly 
>^rested from me, is^ I understand, likely 
to be restored ; but, were it otherwise, I 
would sacrifice its value fifty fold, rather than 
drive a fallow, creature to despair, or shut 
him, from the pale of usefulness." 

At the conclusion of this speech, Fanny, % 
her eyes suffused with the, tear of sensibility, 
kissed the hand of her Ladyship ; whilst the 
young man, rendered speechless by a variety 
of emotions, bowed in acknowledgement of 
her goodness, . and, having obtained permis- 
sion, left the room. 

The conversation then, of course, reverts 
ed to the scenes in which he had been a prin^ 
ciple actor, and finished with Hannah Stokes' 
adventure in Bow Street. The mention 
of Hannah Stokes, brought her elegant ejns- 
Ue, and the consequent mortification of her 
Lord and Sister forcibly to the mind of Lady 

B 2 



4 FANNY FITZ-YORK. 

Milford, and she repeated the whole in so 
pleasant and ludicrous a manner, that her 
auditors caught the good-humoured conta- 
gion, and laughed immoderately. ** By the 
bye," continued the Countess, " if you have 
ho engagement, I shall eat my mutton with 
you to-morrow, for Lord Milford gives a 
dinner to the Cabinet Ministers. Moseley is 
to be formally introduced, and, if possible, 
converted} but that I hope will be found 
impossible. George is too artless — too 
candid — ^too little selfish, to join their party 
from mercenary motives ; and, I am sure, he 
is too great a philanthropist, and has too just 
notions of real patriotism, to join them from 
conviction." 

The object of her panegyric and Lady 
Maria now entered, and after the most 
friendly greetings. Lady Milford continued, 
** Well George, are you prepared to resist 
the ministerial forces ? To-morrow there 
will be a grand attack^ under the command 
of Lords Milford and Mountcastle — and 
though I have the firmest reliance on your 
principles, a little foreknowledge of their 
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intended plaQ5^ may strengthen your forti- 
tude> and enable you to defeat cunning and 
stratagein, aided by ttiose powerful auxilia* 
ries, amUtion and a love of power.** 

^' I am fully aware," replied Lord Moseley, 
^ of the plans in agifaticui, and should have 
avoided the party akogether, had I appre* 
hended any relaxation of that firmness which 
has hitherto been proof against the attacks 
of the £ail of Milford, and my Lord. Mount- 
castle. But it requires stronger arguments 
than anyjiitherto used, to convaice my reason 
against the evidence of facts, which, iq 
themselyes, carry deaononstcation." 

" Reason and argument, my dear George,** 
said the G>untess laughing, ^^ are we^ns 
seldom \ised by either of the noble lords in 
question. 'Positive assertion^ delivered in a 
high tone, is the substitute for Qne<~amd 
sophistry for the other. Sound reason and 
deep discussion are at present on the other 
side ; and if they did not think you possessed 
of strong oratorical powers, believe me, they 
would let you sink into oblivion, if that were 
your wish. It is not a single vote they want~ 
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• • ... 

these a minister can always command from 

9 

the imbecile tools whose intellects are below 

the common standard of men— but a person 

* who can support their tottering administra- 

I- 

tion with real ability in the house ; and whose 
reported speeches may dazzle and confouncf 
the multitude, and make them believe that 

war is necessary, and starvation no evil." 

» . . . • • 

Lord Moseley's attachment to his lovely 
cousin was now become so obvious, that 
Lady Ann cautioned himi through the 
medium of Lady Milford, against encou- 
raging it by the frequency of his visits ; but 
her Ladyship, far from agreeing with her 
sister-in-law on the necessity of separating 
the young couple, thought the union would 
be a desirable family arrangement ; ^' and 
though*' she continued, " Fanny does not 
possess much worldly wealth — she is gifted 
with mental attainments beyond the gene- 
rality of her sex, and these are amply equi- 
valent to the riches which will one day cen- 
tre in Moseley/' 

This sort of reasoning was lost upon the 
mother of Fanny. ; Shei felt too much juaf 
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indignation at the illiberal behaviour of h^ 
kindred, to suffer a daughter of Fitz-Tork to 
become more nearly conn^ed with them, 
even had Fanny's inclinations pointed that 
way ; that they did not, was matter of. coa- 
solation— ^for her child's happiness V(ras very 
near the ntiother's heart, and would have 
recaved no check from parental authority, 
.save the one in question* Want of rank or 
riches, where the object appeared worthy^ 
^ould have involved no impediment ; for 
every day's experience convinced her, that the 
first failed to make people aniiable, and that: 
the latter was (^en concomitant with vulgsih 
rity and meanness^ Lady Ann fandedy in the 
early part of their acquaintance, that Mr. 
Moseley would have be^i the object of 
Fanny's preference; and he was, as far as 
her knowledge of him extended, unexcep- 
tionable; but though he frequently joinefl 
their parties,. and was as assiduous as ever.; 
the young lady received him with such uq^ 
embarrassed good humour, and treated him 
so like a favourite brother, that a mor^ ten* 
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der attachment seemed little likely to take 
place. 

On the day whi(& involved M». Stokes 
in such merited disgrace, her messenger and 
confidential friend returned frcnn a successful 
(xpedkion. At least, so far successful, that 
he brought a good-looking, but very conse- 
jquetttial young mttn, whom be chose to caH 
Frederick Leigh, but who, in fact, was a 
AepkdW of bis own. He had been on the 
Cdntm^oC in.the capacity of v^^t | and by 
the he^ of a good memoryy find a tolerable 
jMklress, had acquired an ea^y impudence, 
^hith, wkh his uncle, and people c^ the 
lame description, passed for pdished ele- 
gance and fashionable manners^ 

Brk^ly left London wkh a determination 
to ^setute his sear<:h faithfully and dili- 
gendy; but Tom Smith accidentally cros»- 
}pg h|s path, proved a source of temptation 
too great for his small stock of virtue to 
with8tand~-and, for the first tiuie, he argued 
on the improbability of finding the son of 
Mrs* Stokes, with no better^ clue than his 
own ingenuity, and the flattered portrait of 
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a child i probably unKk? at tl^ time— but 
now from length of years— diseases incident 
to youth, and casualties^ perhaps^ totally dis- 
similar. With arguments like those, he re- 
conciled his mind to the imposition ; and 
thought, if money could be obtained from 
Frederick Grosvenor's executors^ there would 
be no great harm in sharing it. 

Full of this scheme^ he spent the wedc> 
that ought to have been employed in re- 
search, in fully explaining.to, and instructing 
Tom Smith, in the fundamentals necessary 
to the imposition; not omitting his signa* 
ture to a moiety of whatever should be 
obtained through their joint industry^ Mn. 
Stokes' imprisonment was rather matter <^ 
joy tb^n surprise, for he had pretty well read 
her character ^ and her share in the nefarious 
transaction, convinced him Qiore fuUy, that 
she would hesitate at no means to further 
his plans ; and, by giving bail on the morrow^ 
he should lay her under unretumable obliga* 
tion. His first business^ the succeeding day^ 
was to wait upon her with a face of con- 
dolement, and a tongue of hypocricy i for 
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10 FANNY riTZ-YORK. 

Brierly could *^ smile, and smile, and be a 
villain." 

Tom Smith, as we shall, for some time, 
call him Frederick Leigh, accompanied his 
Preceptor to the place of captivity ; and with 
well-acted grimace, played the part of a 
dutiful and an affectionate son. 

Mrs. Stokes had recourse* to her old 
manoeuvre, a fainting fit ; because no other 
means could so effectually set forth her ex- 
treme sensibility ; and to have been other- 
wise than affected at the recovery of her long-- 
lost — often- deplored-^^zvid almost despaired- 
of, Frederick, would have shewn a deigree 
of vulgar indelicacy, quite incompatible with 
the character she was ambitious of acquiring. 

Brierly's principles were well known, and 
appreciated in the vicinity of Bow-street; 
bat being an housekeeper, and nominally 
following a respectable profession, his bail was 
received— Mrs. Stokes carried off in triumph 
—and joyfully welcomed by her nieces 3 who 
dreaded nothing so much as being sent back 
into Devonshire, a measure not to be avoided. 
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if their aunt's confinement was : more than 
temporary. 

The conversation now turned upon* her. 
dear Frederick's adventures, and the striking 
resemblance he bore to his late noble father^ 
The former i^erd^>s completely romantic, 
as a fertile imagination, aided by no common 
assurance, could piake ttiem ; and, at every 
review of the latter, Brierly smited, and 
declared it a favourable omen ; as it would 
prevent every suspicion of imposture, and 
validate the young gentleman's daims He* 
yond controversy. , 

The traveller, in relating his history, took 
the happy medium between independence 
and servitude ; for, uhable to . substantiate 
his claims to fortune, he was equally averse 
to owning the degradation of a livery. 
Accordingly, we find him the travelling 
companion of Lord Portman ; the identical 
nobleman, whose hair he condescended to 
comb y and who gratefully acknowledged 
that nobody understood the tie of a cravat, 
or could negotiate an intrigue, equal to Tom 
Smith. 
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As no time was to be lost, in making 
provision for the five hundred pounds, allow* 
ing it was proved to have been in her pos- 
session ; IMrs. Stokes thought it expedient to 
prosecute her attack upon the Earl of 
Milford without delay. But as her last letter 
lay unanswered, and they heard nothing 
further from Mr^ Archer, she determined 
to try the effect of a personal application, 
accompaniefd by the elegant youth, whose 
prepossessing figure, and fashionable man- 
ners, could not fail, she said,, of making a 
favourable impression upon his uncle, and 
would quite captivate his aunts, if their hi^h 
mightinesses would condescend to give them 
the meeting. Of this, Mrs. Stokes had her 
doubts; but that nothing might be left 
undone, to forward so desirable an event, 
she wrote two similar letters, and sent a 
porter Xo Berkeley Square, with orders to 
bring an answer from Lady Mountcastle, 
and to learn the residence of Lady Ann 
Ktz-York. 

Lord Milford had called upon his brother 
peer, to confer upon the means most likely 
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to subdue Georges stubbornness, (as he 
pleased to caU it,) bat found the family still 
assembled at their morning repast ; and ero 
the two statesmen could retire, an ill-folded 
letter, with a worse spelt direction, but z^ 
blazing seal, vras handed on a s{dendid salver, 
by the gentleman in waiting to Lady Mount* 
castle. . 

First appearances are frequently decisive, 
from ^* the human face divine," to the mere 
envelope which contains the e£Fusions of 
human intellect. Beauty and proportion, are 
letters of xecommenclation, whether applied 
to livi^ig, or inanimate, objects ; and as Han- 
nah Stokes' note exhibited neither one nor 
the other, disgust was the only sensation 
vi^Ue upon the countenance of Lady Mount- 
castle. 

The man still .held the waiter, on whidi 
lay the unfortunate epistle ;««^his Lady tprned 
her eyes from the innocent object of her 
dislike, to her Lord— her brother — and her 
ofFspripg ; the two former appeared in^ensi^ 
ble to her mortification 5 but Moseley and 
bis- sister, as 5900 as their Lady Mother's 
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observation was withdrawn, could, with 
difficulty, conceal their ri^bility. At length 
the bearer, in a somewhat hesitating man^ 
ner, ventured to turn the paper, and dis- 
played a handsome coat of arms^ in^ressed 
upon the best Dutch sealing wax, and that 
not melted with a sparing hand. 

This proved corroborative of what I before 
advanced, respecting appearances ; and de- 
cided Lady Mountcastle's plan of operation. 
The letter was opened without again revert- 
ing to the direction ; but her Ladyship's 
first view of that arouzed, placid, cool in- 
difference, compared to the rs^e which flashed 
from her eyes, when the fatal contents be- 
came known. 

Passion — insulted pride — oflfended dignity 
— and mortified vanity, caused such a variety 
of emotions, though all tending to the same 
point, that speech, at first denied, returned 
with increased strength, from the mom^- 
tary suspension ; and Hannah Stokes' name 
was repeated with a loudness and asperity, 
that startled her hearers. 

" Hannah Stokes l" repeated Lord Mil- 
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ford, with mortified recollection. *^ And 
pray who is Hannah Stokes?'* enquired 
Lord Mountcastle* '* A soi-disant letter* 
writer," said his Lady, whom the Sunday 
schools have educated^ on purpose, I believe, 
to torment me. I do not see to what ^nd 
such people are taught to read and write at 
all; and if I were the Regent, Bell and 
Lancaster should be sent out of the country 
as public evils, rather than encouraged to 
propagate knowledge amongst a class of 
society, who are much happier in their 
ignorance." 

" I suppose that impudent woman's letter 
is on the old subject?" observed Lord 
Milford. 

" Yes ! but with added provocation^ for 
she now threatens your Lordship with an 
interview, accompanied by her booby brat* 
But read it Moseley, if you can decypher 
her vile scrawl, for the bare attempt would 
choak me^ George, smiling, obeyed, and 
with scarcely- suppressed laughter, read as 
follows :■— . 



J 8 FANNY FITX-YORK, 

can disarm. As to her pretended claims upon 
Frederick's estate^ those my lawyer has un- 
der contemplation, and I doubt not they will 
prove as nugatory as her son's pretensions .to 
genius or talent." 

" Does your Ladyship mean to be of the 
party ?'* asked Lord Moseley. 

Mortification had hitherto kept Lady 
Mountcastle silent, — a circumstance not 
very usual,— but the mention of her joining 
a party which involved Hannah Stokes, roused 
her choler, and, with more than her accus- 
tomed haughtiness, she replied, * 

" The question answers itself. In such 
society Lady Mountcastle cannot be seen; 
and, but that I know the thoughtless levity 
of your manner, I should feel andignant at 
the bare surmise. From Hannah Stokes it 
might be expected, because her ignorance 
and impudence are upon a level ; but Lord 
Moseley could never suspect his mother of 
such a degradation. Ring the bell, and en- 
quire if her messenger waits.'* 

The servant replied in the affirmative, and 
that he was ordered to wait for an answer. 
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** Then ordelr hiin from me^* repfied her 
Ladyship, " to take back the letter, and say, 
there is none other required.** 
• Mrs. Stokes, nothing daunted by the rud^ 
ness of Lady Mountcastle, or the more gen- 
tlewoniah-like refusal of Lady Ann, went to 
Milford-house, accompanied by her supposed 
son and Brierly, and was instantly shewn 
into the Earl's library ; who had also sum* 
moned his man of business, rather to wit- 
ness the conversation,^ than to decide upon 
the legality of Mrs* Stokes' claim^ with which 
he determined not to interfere, but let 4he 
law take its course. 

Mrs. Stokes, I think I have before observ- 
ed, felt her own littleness in the company of 
lier superiors. The dignified person of Lord 
Milford, and the haughty stateliness with 
which he sat to receive her, made her shrink 
into nothing ; and caused a sensation or de^ 
sire, that some friendly intervention would 
hide him from her view, or that she had 
never embarked in an undertaking, which 
subjected her to the pain and mortification 
his presence inspired. 
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Frederidc Grosvaior, ali^ Tom Smith, 
liad a bold e&ontery in his manner, a self- 
possession, which/ in the presence of those 
greatly his superiors in Hnh and education, 
but of milder and more timid habitSi cloaked 
Ms native meanness, and passed for ease and 
knowledge of the world. But Lord Milford s 
austere demeanor, and a consciousness of bis 
elevated rank, converted the naturally con- 
fident stare into a look of sheepishpess ; hi$ 
eyes, usually elevated above their natural 
level, appeared to be contemplating the 
figures on a beautiful BrusseFs carpet^ and 
his limbs, designed by the great modeller 
to represent ease, now assumed an uncouth 
awkwardness, and either dangled by his side, 
or shrunk from the support of a body, 
usually elastic and erect. 

The Attorney, originally posjiessihg nei- 
ther ease nor elegance, was the least trans- 
formed of the party. For having osteiisibly 
no interest 'in the meetings cunningly pre- 
vented his .shewing any in the result ; sp 
that the only difference perceptible in him, 
was a bow of servility, that nearly touched 
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the ground, and a sycophantic smile, which 
knposed upon nobody but himself. 

For several moments, which seemed. an 
age to the new comers, a cktermined silence 
prevailed ; at length Mrs. Stokes ventured 
to stammer out her son's name, and to hope 
his Lordship would receive him as a descends 
ant of the late Honourable Mr. Grosvenor. 

•* I have received you botfi^'* replied his 
Lordship, *^ against my will ; but if your 
hopes point further, they are destined to 
meet disappointment. — ^The Honourable Mr. 
Grosvenor might or might not be the father 
of your child ; I dare say you have no cer- 
tainty to fix upon ; but suppose he were, 
have you the presumption to think our no- 
ble family will contaminate itself, by publicly 
acknowledging % base-born progeny f As to 
your pretended claims upon the late Mr. 
Grosvenor's property, if they are legally 
proved, they will be allowed j though you 
must give me leave to observe, you have no 
credulous fools to dupe with a well-told tale 
or a bond forged for the purpose.^— 

" Forged, my Lord I"— 



22 lANKT rrrz-YORK. 

*' Yes ! — You have doubtless heard of such' 
things, and theory may have produced prac^^ 
tice. We shall, at any rate, act as tf we 
were assured of it, lilj proof, more positive 
than mere assertion, convince us to the con- 
trary." — 

" My Lord,'* replied the subtle Brierly, 
" I beg pardon for interrupting your Lord- 
ship ; but give me leave to observe,, that 
Mrs. Stokes, my client, is a lady well known 
in the circles of fashion, in the neighbour- 
hood where she resides ; and as much above 
the action your Lordship alludes to, as in- 
capable, by sex and situation, of putting it 
in practice." 

The Attorney's defence, short as it was, 
infused courage into the minds of Mrs. Stokes 
and the young man. The latter thought it 
incumbent upon him to advance something 
in defence of his supposed mother, and 
therefore took up the discourse where Bri- 
erly dropped it, " Yes, my Lord I I take 
upon me to say, that my mother — the lady 
of Major Stokes— is as much above an act df 
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meanness^ and as incapable of imposing upon 
your Lordship as I am."— 

" There I give you full credit. You are 
alike incapable^ and by the same rule of ar- 
gument, equally objects of suspicion. The 
actions of one, will be the actions ofc both ; 
and what the mother does, the son and his 
agent will doubtless justify/* 

" We must.be justified, my Lord,'' voci- 
ferated Mrs. Stokes, " in a court of law, if 
your Lordship will not allow mine and my 
dear Frederick's claims, without having re* 
course to those means. My friend, Mr* Bri-- 
erly, whom I brought as an amicable medi-^ 
ator, will, if we are forced to the measure, 
see us righted, and convince your Lordship, 
when too late, that an accommodation is less 
expensive than a law suit." 

Mr. Archer, the EarPs solicitor, had hither- 
to remained^ silent. Unfortunately for Mrs. 
Stokes, he was present during the whole of 
her examination in Bow-street, and when 
she had finished her last well-turned period, 
thus addressed her. ^^ Mrs. Stokes, had not 
you better settle the cause wherein you are 
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defendant, ere you embark in another with 
the same family as plaintiff?'' 

*' What mean you ?" 

** I mean, that Lady Milford's claims, in 
the case of robbery, for which you were 
arraigned at Bow-street, should be answered^ 
before you attack her Lord, or you may find 
impediments and difficulties, even your 
friend Mr. Brierly cannot help you out of. 
My Lord, you look amazed ; but this lady 

appeared yesterday before Mr, G , if not 

as the actual culprit, at least as being a re<- 
ceiver of the property, feloniously stolen 
from Lady Milford some weeks back. Her 
Ladyship, from misplaced tenderness and 
compassion^ refused to prosecute, on condi- 
tion that the property be refunded^ this has 
partially been complied with ; but there yet 
remain^ a five hundred pound bank note 
unaccounted for, which, if the truth were 
known, Mrs. Stokes retains to carry on her 
suit against your Lordship, that she may 
fight you with your own weapons.", 

This detail was as unwelcome as unex- 
pected* The nK)Ftification of a public expo* 
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sure^^to be arraigoed for the perpetr^ion 
of a crime she never bad even in contempl^ 
tion, aided by the consciousness of her ^cul- 
pability, 3fi actual possessor of property 90 
acquired, too much occupied her thoughts 
at the time for names or titles to inake any 
impression ; otherwise, it is highly proba}>le, 
Hannah Stokes would not have had temerity 
enough to enter the hov^e of a person, be- 
tween whom and herself there could be 00 
reciprocity, either of feeling or interest, 
Brierly, seeing his client unprepared for an 
immediate reply, took up the discourse. 
*' The bill in questipn will be proved never 
tq> have been in the possession of Mrs. 
Stokes ; no jury would give it against her, 
upon mere presumption, because that would 
be entirely in her favour ; for after a purse 
has been in the hands of an highwayman, 
he must have a convenient conscience, in- 
deed, who would swear to the content?, 
when found upon a third person.*' 

Mrs* Stokes thought her lawyer an oracle ; 
and was preparing to second him, when the 
Earl requested his solicitor to beg Lady 

vol. II. c 



26 FANNY FITZ-YORK. 

Milford*s attendance. Her Ladyship was at 

• that moment in earnest and confidential dis- 
course with Mr. Strictland ; the business in 

• question formed part of it, and the messen - 

• ger no sooner mentioned Mrs. Stokes and 
her son Frederick Leigh, than he yielded to 
her Ladyship*s solicitations, and accompanied 
her to the library. 

~ When they were seated, Lady Milford, 
with her usual urbanity, requested the 
strangers to sit likewise ; but a look from 
her Lord, repulsively petrifying, completely 
counteracted the good-humoured invitation, 
and the abashed trio retained their humilia- 
ting position. 

" Lady Milford,'' exclaimed the Earl, in 
a tone little less commending than that 
in which he addressed his menials, ^^ this 
^eTson— Mistress Stokes, I think she calls 
herself, has been, or is in possession of, the 
valuables you were robbed of. Although 
you refused to acknowledge the amount of 
your loss, when we heretofore canvassed the 
subject J I now insist, as a means of recover- 
ing tbepi, that you explicitly confess the 



FANNY FitZ YORK. 2 



H 



number and value of the bills, you so im- 
prudently committed to the safety of a sUken 
bag ; not inappositely called a redkule^ to 
denominate the light in which we should 
view the wearer of such a preposterous 
apology." 

" I agree with your Lordship, once in my 
life, that redicules are ridiculous things ; that 
nothing but absurdity planned them, or 
sanctions their use*; but, as you have not 
unfrequently condemned, what you are 
pleased to call my singularities, I thought 
you would, at least, have given me credit 
for conformity in this instance. With re- 
spect to the confession your Lordship requires ; 
I cannot be correct, either in the number or 
value of the smaller bills ; but one of five 
hundred pounds, I can safely refer to ; and 
as the others were comparatively inconse- 
quential, I shall not, unavailingly, tax my 
memory, or subject the present possessor to 
inconvenience from error or mistake*" 

A silence followed Lady Milford's decla- 
ration, which was interrupted by Mr. Strict- 
land enquiring if the young man- was Mrs. 
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Stokes's fion ? To which she answered m the 
affirmative. — ^' Your only son !** 

" Yes! my only son, Frederick Leigh j 
the sole descendant of the late honourable 
Mr. Grosvenor ; and a young man whom his 
father's relations might be proud to acknow- 
ledge. H^ has been the tour of Germany 
and kaly, as companion, and confidential 
friend, to Lord Portman ; who, I have no 
doubt, will use his interest, either to bring 
him into the house, or to have him sent out 
in a difdomatic capacity; for which the 
young man has talents, though I, his mother, 
say it, that will reflect honour on his patrons, 
and the country which gave him birth." 

An emphatic, " Pshaw !" from Lord Mil- 
ford, put a stop to Mrs. Stokes's harangue, 
or there is no foreseeing whither ambition 
would have carried her. The Treasury 
Bench would scarcely have bounded her 
hopes, so soaring was her genius, when en- 
gaged upon a favourite topic ; and Mr. Strict- 
land's question, avowedly made as though 
he had an* interest in the answer } produced 
an artificial courage, which, for the moment, 
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made her forget h&r ovm Insignificaiice, and 
also that, in the presence o£ Lords and Ladijes^ 
folks of plebeian mould should scarcely ven^ 
ture to think, or c^en their 1^ to tnhale 
the common air; much less presume to 
utter expressions, for which tj^ere vas no 
precedent in her own experience. ^ . 

The Privy CounseUc»r*sinterjection-^whic& 
his Lady thought a rude interruption to the 
excusable eulogium of a partial mothar, she 
endeavoured to softer by a good-humoured 
smile } at the - same time observing, *^ that 
Mr. Leigh might be rendered an honourable 
member of society, and essentially serve 
his country, without having a seat as its 
representative at home, or a delation 
abroad ; and that if Jhe really possessed those 
talents ascribed to him, she hc^d Lord Mil^ 
ford, for the sake of his late brother, would 
place him in a situation, where they would 
be usefully and profitably employed/' '? 

The Earl seldom listened to advice — never 
from a woman— and this was, of all other^ 
the most repugnant to his feelings. With 
a look of much asperity, he replied,* " Lady 
Milford^ your company was not requested 



so FANNY FITZ-YORK. 

as an adviser or mediator, but simply to 
answef a question; that done, you have 
liberty to retire. When -we want your 
counsql, you will have due notice; till when^ 
I Avould recommend taciturnity and reserve, 
as most be^tting your sex and station. As 
to these people, who have unaccountably 
intruded themselves into our habitation, and 
irialiciously robbed us of our leisure, I hope 
they will be contented with the present mis- 
chief* Time is of no comparative value ta 
thetn ; to us, its worth is incalculable, and 
cannot be wasted in listening to every inter* 
loper who chooses to fancy he has a claim 
upon our leisure, or our patience." 

The trio, who found nothing was to be ex- 
pected from negotiation, retired, with looks 
more mortified and sheepish, if possible, 
than those with which they entered. Lady 
Milford, and her worthy friend, also left the 
room, when he communicated his motives 
for questioning Mrs. Stokes ; and also entered 
into a detail, which astonished the Countess, 
and filled her with added reverence for the 
characters of Lady Ann, and the benevolent 
relates 
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CHAP. 11. 



rOLITlCAL CHARACTERS-jrTHE MYSTERY 

EXPLAINED — SCHEMES TO RAISE MONEY 

AND A MATRIMONIAL DIFFERENCE. 

The dinner assemblage, at Milford House, 
consisted of all the ministerial party, and 
several members of both houses, whose 
opinions were conveniently coincident. The 
greater part of them were strangers to Lord 
Moseley, but chose, courtier-like, to profess 
as much good will, and to have his interest 
as much at heart, as though ties of blood, 
or those nearer ones of friendship, and reci- 
procity of sentiment, united them. But 
George was not to be decoyed by such flimsy, 
chaflF-like manoeuvres ; they rather helped to 
retard, than forward the schemes in agitation ; 
whilst a contrary conduct might have de- 
ceived him into a hope, that sincerity was 
at least professed, though the reality might 
be doubtful. . 
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i 
One noble Lord gave him hopes of a share 

ip the administration ; — another, not less 
elocjuently, complimented him on his talents 
for negotiation, and wished we had such a 
minister in America. A third would trumpet 
forth his merit at Carlton House ; and de- 
dared the Regent such ah absolute judge of 
talent, and on all occasions so ready to appre- 
ciate it, that he had no doubt of his super-^ 
seding that stubborn and inflexible politician, 
whose only merit was consistency, and the 
lustre of that was diminished, by his con- 
stant support of a weak cause. 

** Now we are on this subject,** con- 
tinued the noble speaker, ^^ how shall we 
account §fix the contradiction in that man's 
character ? I have just now called him stub- 
born and inflexible — and so he is, and always 
has been, to our overtures ; yet, in private 
life, he is^ the least so of any man in exis-« 
tence. Pliability there, characterizes him 
even to a fault, and to the great detriment 
of all his dependants ; for he has not firm- 
ness enough to refuse a supplication, though 
refusal would be mercy, compared to they 
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bitter disappointment in store for those, 
whose petitions or requests are forgottea 
the moment his word is passed to assist or: 
relieve them." Much more discourse, gene- 
rally, to S n's disadvantage, resulted from 

this observation, but as it is no way relevant 
to the object of the present meeting, we 
shall return to the attack. 

One right honourable commoner declared 
they wanted just such an orator in the lower 
house, and that no inducement should be 
wirhheld, if he would join their cause. AnO'- 
ther honourable member, but who was in a 
fair way of becoming right honourable, 
. said, " youthful speakers, with your Lord- 
ship's person and deportment, even when 
their abilities rank below mediocrity, are 
highly imposing ; but when joined to great 
oratorical powers, must be invincible — and 
if your Lordship will condescend to join our 
pha^nx, we shall not shrink, as we some- 
times feelingly do, when a Whitbread — a 
Romilly — a Brougham— a Tierney — a She- 
ridan—a Burdett, run the changes ijipoa 
sinecures, reversions, or reform j becauseipi^ 

c 3 
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should feel a confidence in your powers ; a 
certainty of some rational reply — some solid 
argument, which, I am sorry to say, we 
frequently feel the want of/* 

" Aye ! Til be d nd if we don*t" echoed 

the member for Sussex* " The opposition 
are so c ed queer, they laugh at all our ar- 
guments, and once called the question during 
one of my best speeches," " That was very 
hard. Jack,*' replied Mr. C, " they might 
have had patience to hear you out, for you 
seldom trouble the house long/' 

" Another time they called me to order 
for just slipping out an oath — when V\\ be 

c ed if I could help it, they were so 

d— • — nd provoking." 

Lord Milford, who never condescended 
to swear, or to be, as he himself thought, 
trifling — there were people ill-natured enough 
to say, his discourse never amounted to any 
thing else — now interrupted the current of 
conversation, in order to bring it back to its 
old channel. ** I have no doubt, my Lords 
and Gentlemen," said he, " that Lord Mose- 
ley is fully sensible of the high honour your 



»■ <". •»_ .If-^-^ "" 



FANNY FITZ-YORK. 35 

notice confers, and that he is patriot enough 
to join those ranks, who orally fight the 
battles of his country, against the disaffected 
crew, who, scorning subordination and kingly 
power, would welcome Buonaparte, and re- 
joice at any event that afforded them a scram- 
ble for money, which, almost <o a man, they 
want, or a chance for power, which, not 
the most moderate amongst them would 
refuse. The brawlers, my Lords and Gen* 
tlemen, have, generally speaking, no stake 
in the country — and are, therefore, incompe- 
tent to judge what is Jbest for her interest; 
but when an independent man steps forward, 
we have confidence in what he says, and are 
satisfied with what he does — because he will 
neither say or do any thing, but what is for 
the safety and glory of the land which gave 
him birth, and affords him ease and compe- 
tence. You, Lord Moseley, have too just no- 
tions of right and wrong, not to feel the force 
t>f my argument, and to apply it to your 
future conduct." 

An universal silence succeeded his Lord-* 
ship's speecl^ The general attention was 
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fixed Upon George, and perceiving that a 
reply was expected^ he rose with dignity &nd 
grace, and in return to the applause of a few 
junior members, gently bowed his head. 
*' I shall address my short reply, particularly 
to you, my Lord Milford — ^although I wish 
it to be received as a general answer to all 
the advances and complimentary hint^ 
thrown out by the noble Lords, and honour- 
able gentlemen present. Tliat I am not a 
vain man, even my adversaries allow ; but it 
must be something more contemptible than 
mere vanity, that could identify the charac- 
ter thus flatteringly drawn, and say, * I am 
that man !' 

** To be a member of the present adminis- 
tration, would revdt my feelings, and be ia 
direct opposition to the principles I have 
professed, since I was capable of rational 
thought or action. Could I, indeed, be 
ilidifferent to the miseries of my fellow- 
creatures — miseries brought on by war, 
which, I am told, there are men base enough 
to promote and extend, to serve their own 
purposes of ambition, unheeding^the distresses 
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and poverty entailed upon thousands. *— 
CouM I say to the ruined tradesman or mc* 
chanic, you are reduced to pauperism, but 
that is of little consequence whilst I am wal- 
lowing in riches — ^could I turn a deaf ear to 
the wailings of the widow and the fatherless, 
and laugh at their sorrows, because none of 
my family bled in tlje war myself had 
caused— could I be an unconcerned instru- 
ment in levying taxes, oppressive only to the 
middling and poorer classes, whilst places, 
pensions, and reversions added to my own, 
before splendid inheritance^— could I do all 
this — and when my country was tottering 
on the verge of ruin, persuade the people 
by sophistry and well-turned periods, that 
we never were more prosperous, more happy, 
or more decidedly victorious — though shame, 
defeat, and dismay, attended all our move- 
ments — when, I repeat, I can say, and do all 
this with anunblushing front, and an heart 
that throbs for individual, but not general 
distress ; I shall gladly }oin the party who 
seem to breathe a different atmosphere ^rom 
the people at large, and whose powers of 
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vision are unable to discern objects in their 
true colours.** 

Lord Moseley having with modest firmness 
delivered his sentiments, made a passing bow, 
and steppirig into a hackney coach, drove 
to Lombard Street — where he amused the 
domestic circle with a full, though, perhaps, 
caricatured account, of the honourable, and 
right honourable company he had just quitted. 
Meantime he was not spared in their ani- 
madversions. One blamed his father and un ' 
cle, for not more clearly comprehending the 
young Lord's character, which would have 
prevented the possibility of making overtures 
so little likely, in his present frame of mind, 
to prove effective. Another called him a 
self-opiniated, headstrong boy, whose en- 
thusiasm time would cool, and most likely- 
produce an utter change of sentiment; till 
when, he must follow the delusions of what 
he doubtless called patriotism, but whith 
was, in reality, nothing niore than the work- 
ings of imagination upon an inexperienced 
mind, moulded into perfection by popular 
applause^ 
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" Popular applause is a c— — ed.Awmiwg'/' 
exclaimed the member of swearing notoriety, 
" and only a cover for disaffection. Are 
not those who seek it, always finding fault, 
and pretending to discover grievances where 
none exist ? What I say is, if they don't like 

the country, d- n *em let 'em leave it, 

and find a better if they can/' *' Bravo, 
Jack !** exclaimed the son of Mrs. H. * 
" You are of the true Bull breed, and John 
never had a more devoted son." 

Lord Milford experienced much mortifi* 
cation from his nephew's impenetrability; 
but still there were measures to be tried, 
which he thought irresistible. Bribery he 
had frequently found efiectual) where argu- 
ment failed; and though Lord Moseley de- 
clared against places and reversions; many 
others had done the same, and afterwards 
found them, not merely digestible, but ex^ 
tremely palatable, not only useful, but very 
convenient. 

The following morning, as the family in 

* This lady was formerly a provincial actress^ but 
DOW enjoys a peDsion from Government of 5001. a year. 
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Loaibard Street were seated at a late break- 
f;?v»L. Mr. G<^ikeli arrived; and after partak- 
ing «;t the sociable meal, retired with Lady 
Ann to her dressing-room ; where he was 
put in full possession of the awkward and 
indelicate situation in which his daughters . 
had been placed ; not omitting the ensign's 
culpability, and actual imprisonment^ or 
his sister-in-law's disgraceful examination^ 

Mr. Gaskell felt as a father for the situa- 
tion of his undutiful girls, and determined 
to lose no time in removing them from the 
protection of a woman, whose want of pru- 
dence he always condemned — but whose 
conduct in the present instance, rendered 
her criminal, as well as thoughtless. The 
ensign, he assured Lady Ann, had already- 
drawn upon him to so alarming an amount^ 
that he had peremptorily refused to accept 
any more bills ; nor would he release him 
from his present merited cou&iement, until 
w^ell assured that reformation would follow.. 
As to Mrs. Stokes, he should not interfere 
at all in her concerns ; he was, unfortunately, 
and miserably^ connected with one of the 
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fAtnily— but neither felt it a duty, nor was 
he inclined to hamper himself with another. 
Her Ladyship perfectly coincided with 
her worthy neighbour's determination to 
remove his daughters, but hazarded no opi- 
nion respecting the other points, though 
she tacitly thought his resolutions prudent 

• 

and proper. 

That no delay might still further disgrace 
the Miss Gaskells^ he determined to leave 
London with them the same evening. Mean* 
tin^, he visited the place of his son*s confine* 
ment, and after reading him a parental 
lecture, left him without hopes of present 
relief; and those of hereafter, so entirely de- 
pendent upon repentance and future good 
conddct-— that the people who best knew his 
wayward and perverse disposition, wouldhave 
doomed him to perpetual imprisonment, 
unless liberty could have been obtained 
through less unlikely means. 

From the prison he went directly to 
Southampton-street, and without ceremony 
was ushered into a room, where sat Mrs. 
Stokes, his two daughters, Brierly, and Tom 
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Smith; the latter familiarly seated between 
the Miss Gaskells on a sofa.- A violent 
burst of laughter preceded die entrance of 
their highly-oflFended father ; but without 
noticing tliat^ or the party, and with as much 
sternness as he was capable of assuming, be 
ordered his daughters to prepare immedi^ 
ately for leaving a place, which they had en- 
tered contrary to his express commands; 
and where their imprudent conduct, the 
wickedness of their brother, and the beha* 
viour of one, who was old enough to know 
the ccftisequence of retsuning goods the 
avowed property of another, had brought 
shame aind disgrace upon a family, who 
never knew either, until fatally connected 
with those who set shame and public opinion 
at defiance. 

Mrs. Stokes, during this address, sit brid- 
ling in her chair j whilst her friend and ad- 
viser, awed by the respectability erf Mr. 
GaskelPs appearance, and fearful of having 
his own conduct too nicely investigated, rose, 
and respectfully handed a chair to the un- 
welcome intruder. The seat, and the bow 
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which accompanied it, were, Iiowever, alike 
unheeded ; for, turning once more to his 
daughters^ he, in a still more peremptory 
manner, commanded thetn to lose no time 
in preparation, for that in one hour he should 
bnng a coach to convey them to Charing- 
cross. 

Mrs. Stokes, with wonderful command of 
voice and feature, hoped her dear brother 
would at least postpone his journey for a 
single night, that she might endeavour to 
lessen his resentment against herself for 
bringing Priscilla and Grace to London, con* 
trary to his wish; and also explain other 
matters, in which she wanted his counsel 
and advice. 

Mr. Gaskell disliked Mrs. Stokes as much 
as it was in his nature to dislike any thing 
in female form. But there was a yielding 
softness in his nature, a desire to do good, 
which at all times counteracted individual 
resentment, and prompted him to relieve the 
distresses even of an enemy. To this placa- 
bility the worthy man yielded, on condition 
that Mrs. Stokes could satisfactorily account 
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for the forwardness of the yoong man, w&o 
appeared td be on so familiar a footing with 
the Miss Gaskells, and that they cheerfully 
consented to quit London on the morrow. 
Both these conditions being agreed to^ the 
young women retired for the avowed par- 
pose of preparation, and the men to forward 
their own views by consultation. 

No sooner were they left alone, than Mrs* 
Stokes, with well^dissembled softness, con- 
fessed her weakness in complying with the 
wishes of her nieces, in contradiction to his 
will; " but," she continued, " the remem- 
brance of my own juvenile desires, and the 
Ettle actual harm there appeared in bringing 
them to London rather than Bath, urged 
a compliance, which I now feel to be nK>rally^ 
indefensible ; inasmuch as deception is at all 
times wrong, and one falsehood so naturally 
begets another, that there is no foreseeing 
where the evil may stop. But I am justly 
punished for my error, by a tissue of cir- 
cumstances so unexpected and perplexing, 
that without your aid, my dear brother^ I 
• know not how* to extricate myself. You 
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Eave heard of the robbery, and its conse- 
quences : there, too, I have to confess weak- 
ness and error ; but, I trust, no actual guilt ; 
for, had the strange purs!? accidentally lain in 
mj path, I should have scorned to appro^ 
priate its contents. But receiving it in exr 
change for my own, and .from a person who 
could have fewer claims upon it ; I thought 
myself, from the surprise of the moment, 
in some measure justified in its retentipn, 
particularly as no advertisement, no enquiry 
of any kind, followed the rdbbery. Bui: 
now comes on my perplexity. My nieces 
can bear witness, that every thing the puxw 
contained has been restored ; yet a further 
daim is made of five hundred pounds, 
which, doubtless, the highwaymen disposed 
of long before I came into possession ; but 
as I cannot prove this, except upon the afore- 
said testimony, which, my lawyer tells m6, 
is insufficient, as Priscilh and Grace were 
accessories, though innocent ones ; if the 
demand be persisted in, I must either replace 
it, or consequences very unpleasant will 
follow^ 
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" The Major I cannot apply to; for ia 
money matters, he has always been too libe- 
ral to render a call for so serious a sum ne- 
cessary on my own account : and, to confess 
the truth, would lead to a discovery I would 
by every means avoid. Cannot you, my 
dear brother^ anticipate what follows ? You 
are the only man in existence to whom I 
would be obliged for a loan of this nature ; 
and by carefully managing my income, I 
could in the course of twelve months faith- 
fully and thankfully repay the pecuniary 
part of the obligation ; but the remembrance 
of it would live in my memory whilst I 
exist." 

I hope my reader has heretofore disco- 
vered that Hannah Stokes was no fool. Her 
tongue was much more eloquent than her pen. 
Though she, herself, asserted the contrary-. In 
delineating her character, I have endeavoured 
to represent an illiterate woman ; but at the 
same time, one whom education M^ould have 
cofistituted a prodigy ; for, under every dis- 
advantage the want of it occasioned, she 
was clever, artful, and imposing; but 
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marred, instead of forwarding her present 
cause, by the frequent repetition of " dear 
brother," a title he was unused to from Mrs. 
Stokes, and one which caused mortification 
rather than pride. 

Mr. Gaskell gave the artftil woman an 
uninterrupted hearing; and, after animad- 
verting upon his daughters* disobedience, 
whom he determined in future to govern 
more rigidly, entered at large upon the re- 
prehensible folly, or, as he thought, wicked- 
ness of her own conduct ; wickedness, for 
which his children had suffered, and would 
continue to suffer, either directly or indi- 
rectly, until time had erased it from recol- 
lection. " That you would not," he con- 
tinued, " avowedly rob or plunder, I readily 
believe ; but the distinction between that, 
and wilfully retaining property belonging to 
another, is so nice, we find a difficulty in se- 
parating them. In the eye of the law, the 
receiver is as criminal as the thief ; and you 
may thank the clemency of Lady Milford 
for not bringing the matter to a serious trial. 
That, however, is an afiair in which I have 
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no concern ; but where you would make me 
a principal, I must decline interfering, ex- 
cept by my influence with Major Stokes, 
and that, you know, is very limitecl. If 
your nieces solemnly aflSirm that a five hun- 
dred pound bill was not included in the con- 
tents of the purse— but that must be clearly 
ascertained before I negotiate — I will exert 
myself to procure the .money from your 
husband ; it must be, however, by no artful 
subterfuge — no well-told falsehood — for, as 
you justly observe, one fabrication so natu- 
rally begets another, that the life of a liar i« 
one continued series of fraud, artifice, and 
deception. To avoid the possibility of this, 
if I am to be a mediator, the truth must be 
told, and nothing but the tryth; softened, if 
you please, but not obliterated. And now, 
having finished what I wish to say on yom: 
affairs, tell me, without reserve, who that 
forward young man is, who seems to be so 
familiar with my daughters? If he be a 
fortxane-hunter he is losing his time ; and if 
he marry either of them, he will gs^in neith^ 
respect nor peace of mind. Their disposi- 
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tions are too analogous to their unhappy 
mother's, for any men to expect comfort 
from such a union, and if he be your friend 
you will do well to caution him." 

" He is my friend, and much nearer— my 
son — 

'' Son y' 

» " Yes ! the sole surviving issue of the 
late Honourable Frederick Grosvenor, and 
heir to wealth which sets him above the 
meanness of fortune-hunting. If I have 
any penetration, he will raise your Priscilla 
to a height of felicity her own disposition 
will rather increase than diminish ; for it is 
aspiring like my dear Frederick's, and unhap- 

. piness in wedlock more frequently arises 
from opposite than similar tempers." 

•'^ You will pardon my sincerity, Mrs. 
Stokes, which I never yet sacrificed to what 
the world calls politeness, nor shall I in this 
instance. I totally disapprove of your son 
marrying my daughter ; not on account of 
his illegitimacy — though that would be a ma- 
terial objectljn with some people-^but I 
wish for no closer connelxion with the family. 

VOL. II. D 
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The union I uafortuaately contraqted^ has 
faeen productive of nothing but misery, and 
luuieserving Md uiidotii^l as my childreB are^ 
I would preserve then», if possiblet from a 
9iiuuar ntvt 

Mrs. Stokes' face glowed with ve!:^;ation^ 
and the quivering of her lips denoted aa 
eagerness to retott. Btft she had worldly 
wisdom enough to know, that the present 
was not a time to shew real feeliqg ; tkot 
A period to enrage, but to conciJiate ; aad as 
few females excelled Hannah ^tokes in tbe 
sciience of decepticm, she sfwallowed her vex- 
artion, and with well^afiect^ humility, ac- 
knowledged, that her dear brother was not 
so happy as be deserved to be ; and that bis 
wife's ill-bred violence was not to be defend* 
ed, even by a »sten At the same time sub- 
mitting the propriety, or ir^prudence, of a 
match between their children to his better 
judgment. 

The young man now entered^ a^id being 
formatty presented as Mr« GaskeU's nephew, 
nnd the son of Frederick Grosvenor, begaa 
to shew, wiiat he called, wrs and graces ; 
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abd countr^s^ . with Freii^b 904 Italiati 

ThiQs^ terit^^^ ftr from cs^usiAg au^pkion^ 
•crved lo^onfirw his i^H^ wkh Mr. Ofts^ 

^ £to4mg UtwaiCttrep twd i^ £tegance» ipro* 
oeecSiig kom mck a stocky tba^ tgnoranoe 
tod Ic^»pe7y* ^^ Stdkes/ v^lio ws^md 
to see and admire her son were synonymous^ 
w«i^ for o©ce, o*t irt Mr CPnji^wei for 
fcbis one int^vi^w omlpl^tdy disgusted tli'e 
wortfey fetber, and <on£ir^ed bis rejeotfon 
q£ the deaifed vniofu 

. With thje90/9^n^me^i$ be r^ahed.D^vcii^ 
$yf^9 a^d» wkh a z^ft} wbi^h did b(Dnow to 
his b^^rt^ ^tkt^ tbemtu^oii of Mrs/Stok<efi; 
in c^purs ^^ w0iild bavie iiffiicted a /i^i?r 
Iwsbandy md wnougbt upon the csompasmn 
x}f mwy indiS^hmt ones* Bibt Major Sto^ 
bad bei^ too bfiq]^t duiiDg tbe a^E^seoae of 
ia» tyi^nt^ >to rriA for a r^mrn of perfiecn* 
Hon ; »fld, besides, many /cirou«nstancefe to 
2ier didadratHiage htid been pronaadgatedy 

D 2 
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tvhich would never have come to ttgbt, had 
she continued at the Grove ; so that, lU ^ 
things considered, hfe would rather have 
voted five hundred pounds for her eternal 
iftiprisoTiment, than five ixwnds to release 
fier. Thus impressed, no wonder his 
neighbour's rhetoric failed, nor tl^t he 
quitted the Grove sorry, but not surprised, 
at the fruitlessness of his embassy j the itt- 
success of which he immediately transmitted 

to London. 

Meantime, Brierly foiled in bringingMr. 
Archer to terms; although he oiBFered, on 
behalf of his client, either to cbmpro'mise, 
or agree to arbitration; and Mrs. Stokes, 
whilst the negotiation was pending, under- 
went a «econd examination at Bow Sffeet. 
Notwitlistanding she pretended to have sent 
an express to Bath, and that he^r messenger 
brought the highwayman's confession, oiF 
appropriating the five hundred pound bill, 
as no witnesses were ' produced, to corrobio- 
rate the story, she was committcfd -to durance 
until the sum was refunded. Meantime, 
the Ensign wrote to his mother, who, in 
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vain, applied %o Mr. Gaskell. Withoujt 
somethipg ippre sut>stAotial tbw v^gae prop 
fessions, had they bcij^a expi^essed, wjbich 
they were noU the father cfcter mined tp 
proloog his son's captivity^ as the only upeagis 
of correaing his. vices ; for. to. shew*. Undue 
^emency^ was» in his opinion^ to^ ^o^x 
depravity, and lay a foundation for evils> 
which generally, and deserveidly^ bring' 
f)unishment, and too often terminate fatally. 
Mrs. Gaskell, resolutely bait upon her 
darling Walter's release, pondered^ for several 
days, upon ways and means best calcuk^ed 
to promote it. At length, the though^ 
occurred, of .borrowing the money from Gos** 
sip, and by daily robbii^g the dinner-table, of 
a sip^e dijsh, and substituting tea an^ cofibeof 
a coarser texture, she. calculated, iipon a 
speedy remuneration. Gossip had, fortUr 
nately, in his immediate possession, the suni 
required; and, proud to accommodate the 
justice's lady, readily accorded the loan, for 
which she gave a receipt, and lost w time 
in transmitting the hundred potmdsi thus 
Mcretly obtained, to her son. But weeky 
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atul^HiCnth^ passed amky milhtitxt making 
fr^iAOA im tlie refelyififent ; for» tiotwitib- 
«tl»)ding M r« Gask^B had frequent tauae M 
^^mjdaln of Jkef cxXktMj cea^niMmy ; and 16 
wWei; why hii te^ iiMi £«fffe# had loK thi^f 

tiMft offered^ in the sha{)^ ol^ gowto^ caps^ 
bdiiDef^^ aiid Sm hete that^ though much 
Hhidiiey ^'Vl^fts ^inr^ ift the h^se-k^eping d^i^ 
ptrtntent,* Ihe^ was none to^ spat^ for the 
l^thecary. 

BH^ify^ ii^hig'higf c«mkl bring Ms oi:^)Meik 
Id i^c^ l^tm of tondiialioti^ instituted » nit 
In \ht C0urt of Kikig^d Ben€h, dgal^st the 
IttFl ^ M^foi^ as tfltiecttcor of Sr^di^rkk 
Gro$vMO¥» fi^ t4e tiecoi^f y of fifteen thou*- 
imA potinds. ' ISm as hm tannon N A^A 
<t^iihoirt money, (wbit^h sets the a^ioiM that 
tk^re^ i&}isistic0 £t)r the pO(GH^, lus well as th^ 
t^h, at d^fita€e>and ad Brierly and his client 
^l^r^ ttpon ft par in that irespeet^ their trits 
were at Wbrk day and nighl, to procure the 
tttittfs ttecesskry for Mrs. Sldke^* fiberatloni^ 
which wa^ the Df St iki^i ^ f h^ intend^ 
prosecution. 
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If once ai Mberty to joomey into P^i^od*^ 
shire, she had no doi|bt of proci^ing money, 
by one means or another ^ the difficulty hy 
in obtaining that liberty. ValnaUe clothes 
and trinkets she had in snperalMindance, bujt 
parting with them) was like tearing the soul 
froiii the body ; and^ besidessi in buying and 
selling there is all the difief eace m the worUL 
The pi^eeent, however^ was mA, a time to 
be fistidious ; moii'ey was the object,' and 
money must be had. To furnish it, sbe> 
divested hersdf d all her jewdlry, and every 
superfluity of ^ppz^d^ and, with much cau*. 
tk^Q^ eittrosted them to the quce dF W dsor 
son^ to be disposed of in the best poonUoL 
aiaimer for th^ jdnt.bwdk. But whether, 
the supposed Fr^deridc tt^caight bk interest 
separate £rom Mr& StbkesS or whetbet he 
had some favourite?, which he inoshcd ta 
softly at a light ejqpense^ ia uncatain^ for. 
kis real spring of action was never divn^cd ;.> 
the hct is, he only produced two hundred 
pounds, frofn the sale of whatt, in ike origin 
Mi purchase, cost six times the snoney^ and. 
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would have fetched from four to five hun- 
dred pounds, if honestly di!4K>sed of. 

Brierly's next resource, . and Mrs. Stokes 
expressed her sorrow that it was not anterior 
to the one which robbed her of her finery, 
was a Jew ; well known for lemdiog money 
lipon the most precaridus security, but ^'ho 
charged exorbitant interest to make.him$el£ 
amends^ as he said^ for the frequent losses 
thereby occasioned. Being introduced to 
Mrs. Stokes, he was sbown .the forged, 
bonds ; and^ also, fuUy informed of the Lady's^ 
aflhiity to Major Stcdces ; and the little pro- 
bability there appeared, that so respectable 
a man would long suffer his wife to remain, 
in debt, even if the law-suit should not teriui- 
nate so soon as they had every reason to e^qpect^ 
J»:ob^ after talkii^ in the usual way of bad 
securities, and doubtful paym«it8» consented' 
to advance four hundred pounds, on con^ 
dition of receiving two hundred a year, until 
the principal was reimbursed* Tbh usuri- 
ous clause being agrieed to, . the parties sepa* 
rated perfectly satisfied with each other, and 
with themselves } and Brierly had the plea* 
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sure of conducting Mrs. Stokes to her old 
abode : after which, he lost as little time in 
forwarding her cause, as the 'necessafyder 
lays of the law would admit. But, previous 
to this period, Mr. Archer sent a confiden- 
tial person into Yorkshire, who learnt, on 
his arrival at Beverley, not only that both th^ 
lawyer and witne^es were dead, but that 
the clerk of the former had emigrated ta 
America. 

This intelligence; unwelcome, though not 
entirely unexpected, but the more plainly 
convinced the solicitor, that should the 
whole business prove a forgery, they had 
people to deal with, whose art was equal to 
their roguery, and only to be foiled b)^ 
cunning great as their own. 

Mrs. Stokes no sooner 4*egained her. 
liberty, than she posted down into Devon- 
shire, and assuming airs of tenderness and 
concern, regretted her long absence, and 
assured her deaA: Major^ that she had not 
enjoyed a moment's happiness since their 
separation. 

Time was, when Major Stokes would have, 

D 3 



58 tAmrr wtt-tcn*. 

been duped by wtb professions ; but the 
servants who were, or pretended to be, 
entirely In her interest when present, no 
ftooner saw her depart, than each individual 
had something to allege against her. 
Scarcely a vice, in the catalogtie of human 
ofiences, but was hid to her charge j some 
without foundation, and many greatly ex- 
aggerated ; such is the general sincerity and 
gratitude of menials ! I mean such as in* 
habit the luxurious houses of the great 
Disapation, idleness, and extravagance, ar^ 
the root of evil, where education is caHed 
In to counteract them ; but where ignorance 
is added, there must be more real goodness 
of heart, and firmness of mind, than gene* 
rally fall to the lot of the low-bred and the 
vulgar, to withstand their influence. Be- 
sides, as t before hinted, the Major had been 
too happy in the separation, to- be very 
anxious for a re-unipn, and nothing but 
niortification was visible, when his wife 
made her unexpected appearance. Several 
days succeeded, when hypocrisy, on her 
rart, was returned by disgust on his, ere 



the artful wqofiuui cquld £^ a fit opportunity: 
to open ber in^it^ted attach } altliiougb she 
had afanost cfitily pref^ared bis miiid foir; 
sotoe pecnoialy deiipi^ndi ^y talMiig of the 
qji^yims of her aecosipUsh^d ion, .^d the: 
difficulty theste would be in forcing hi$ rela*. 
t)on9 to allow tbem. At let^h^ she v^n^ 
twed to hojpe that he» M^tjor Stokes; would 
suf^ort her deaj^ Frederick by bis p^troilage' 
and his purse; when sbe would cheerfully. 
j6in in any bond or seci»rity, to rei]i^burM> 
the money advancedt ^ soon a9 the law 
decided in t^ir fsivour, of which h^ soli- 
citor had not the smaUest doubt* '^ Pf ay^ 
Mrs* Stokes/' enquired her husband, " how 
endied the dii^aceful business your brother* 
iii4aw interested hin^self about V* 

««f Why, my dear Major, it ended as I» 
and every one who knew the merits of the 
bosiness^ expected. The jury honourably 
acquitted me of any knowledge of the five 
hundred pound bill; indeed, every dispas- 
s&CKiate person was convinced, on (he first 
esamimution, that the highwayman had ap^ 
propriated it to his own u^» k)ng before he 
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robbed us^ and made the exchange which 
produced those ever to be deplored conse-^ 
quences. But let us drop the unpleasant 
theme, and give me leave to hqpe you will 
lend your influence in support of my son's 
claims. .Without money you know law is 
not only slow in its progress, but uncertain 
in its success ; and I am sure you will join 
me in thinking that fifteen thousand pounds 
are worth looking after, and not to be lost 
when a trifling advance would insure them/' 

" What call you trifling f' 

** Six or seven hundred pounds, my lawyer 
says, would be the utmost required'; and to 
you, my dear Major, that is nothing when a 
good of such magnitude may be accomplish- 
ed. I see your opinion coinddes with mine/ 
and you will further agree with me, that 
procrastination would but heighten our 
difiiculties. Shall I then hdve the pleasure 
of your company to town, or will you re- 
main in this delightful retirement? You 
know how much I value your society ; 
but if you feel the Smallest reluctance 
to the journey, a draft upon your 



I 
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banker will answer every purpose^ and 1 will 
encounter this den of parchments and per- 
plexities alone. Wheil do you think it 
expedient I should set forth ?' 

" The sooner the better,' 

^^ So I think ; therefore ^ve me the check 
to nighty and I will depart to-morrow tnorn«- 
mg." 

*' You shall have a cheeky Mrs. Stokes, but 
of a different kind from what you expect. 
A check to your follies and extravagances--^ 
a check to your tyranny and oppression — 
and 1 wish, for your own sake, it may like- 
wise prove a check to your vices." 
*' What does the man mean ?" 
^' I mean, Madam, to be indeed ^ man^ and 
to emandpate myself from a seven years' 
captivity. Whilst I had only your temper 
to complain of— and heaven knows that was 
more than my weak frame could contend 
with, I was content to bear the chain my- 
self had forged; but to vice and wickedness 
I afford no sanction by my presence j would 
1 could as easily withdraw my name/* 

" Your boasted name, .Major, Stokes, was 
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never to tivty hoiuraredy as nace I condb' 
scolded to bear it. But explain yoondf. 
What wickednew and vice do you aUade 

to r 

^ Tour wickedness in cotice^Dg tke vice 
wkkh made yon a inother'-*«yaar wickedness 
in retaining another's prc^e^ty, even if you are 
proved innocent of the more atrocious part 
of the story-^your wicbeckicss in (circulating 
a report tb^ you were married to Mr. Gros* 
venor, and sending fake statements to the 
newspapers-^your widcedly intriguing with 
Captain Simmons during our passage from 
India, and your wanton behaviour to several 
individuals since our short residence in this 
Cduntry. I could swell the catalogue of 
your crimes by dwelling (m pride^ mgrady 
tude, and hardness of heart ; but, if you 
have any virtue remaining, I have said 
enough — ^if it be entirdy extinct, all I can 
say will avail nothing/' 

I shall not defile my paper with the coarse 
bnguage and vulgar epithets with wlijk:fai 
Mrs. Stokes assailed her husbands Billings- 
gate never aifforded a more cmsnplete virago. 



or expressed senliments in more technical 
terms* AbttGfe was tnond altended td than 
defence, although tha(t was attempted; but the 
M^or, ever open to rationat argument, 
do^ his mind) and shut hi» heart against 
iiitem|)erance, and unmerited reproach. 

The result of this domestic broil was % 
summons to Mr* Gaskell, and the Reverends 
Mr. Cavendish) whom the Major chose t<> 
appoint arbitrators in the event of a separa^ 
tion, not more anxiously wished by himseH 
tha& Mrs* StokeS) - provided she could obtain 
a maintenance suited to her present style of 
liviiig. This the two wtMrthy umpires de- 
dared ndther reasonatde nor juet; for 
having brought her husband no fortune, 
and her behaviour meriting rather punish- 
ment than reward, they decreed the Major s 
ofier of two hundred pounds a year, as much, 
or more than any reasonable woman under 
the same circumstances ought to expect. 
Bttt Mrs» Stokes seldom acted as a reasonabk 
woman eugkt ; and would hear of no sepa- 
rate provision that did not involve a dear 
five hundr^ pounds j railing at her brother- 
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in-law for his pitiful notions of prudence and 
economy, and almost, abuaiag the good gurate 
for sanctioning so scaoty a pittance. 

The two gentlemen finding nothing de« 
finitive could b^ adjusted, left the Major and 
his wife to ^ttle. their own ditferences; and 
finding, after many days wrangling, that she 
must be restricted in her expenses, whether 
at home or abroad, preferrjed the latter, on 
the^aJQr oflfering to give her. the first year's 
annuity in adyajice^ — aild also to increase 
h:er income, provided he heard favourable 
reports of her behaviour. 

Thus ended the negotiation which. Mr^ 
Stokes foolishly fancied would enable her 
to pay the Jew, and carry on the law s^%. 
But lest the Major's present spirited.cpnduct, 
should be thought incompatible wii;h his 
former weak indujgence, we would observe—, 
that though he possessed oiiuch milkiness 9I 
disposition, there was in his temper^ whea 
once roused, a determined firmness almost 
amounting to inflexibility ; and a native 
sense of hoiiour, unsubdued by strong at- 
tachment,, that could never forgive the in- 
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fidelity c£ his wife — a wife wHdm lie too 
late fmind, possessed no single requisite to 
constitute domestic happiness. 

We now with pleasure to ourselves, and 
we hope to the satisfaction of our reader^ 
return to cur heroine, from whom we have 
too long frayed. 

Although am unusual portioh of time was 
dissipated in visiting and viewing the various 
curiosities with which London abounds, 
yet Fanny paid diligent attention to her 
studies. Masters in the various branches of 
potite education were retained^ to perfect the 
accomplishments so auspicioudy begun ; and 
Lady Ann's heart bounded with delight, at 
seeing her daugfater'is mental acquirements 
keep pace with those so liberally bestowed 
by nature. 

: Her seventeenth birth- day was fast ap- 
proaching, and Mr. Strickland had long de- 
termined to celebrate it as a day of peculiar 
festivity. For this purpose, all their mutual 
friends and acquaintance had notice to hold 
th^Enselves in readiness for a ball and supper 
on the twenty-first of April. Fanny and 
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Rosette, aided hy Sir Herbert Huadey, had 
finished the invitatioa card% and were inno- 
cently enjoying the Baronet's hidicrous dc^ 
scription of th# eccentricities of poHte life, 
when Mr. Moseley, with suppressed agkationi 
entered, to take^. as he said, an e&erbststing 
leave. At the word everlasting. Lady Ann 
felt a shuddering oreefi thcoi;^ her veans, 
as though some heavy calamity was pending.' 
The young ladies started, and antidpated 
the loss of their companion, as an evil.of the 
most serious nature-^for he was beloved by 
them both with fratern^ att3chment-~azu} 
to be deprived of his society for ever^ was 
an iH no foresight had prepared, them fon 

Even Sir Herbert Huntley looked grave } 
but as solemnky^ rather than wreicfaednesSi. 
was the immediate character, of .Moseley 'a 
countenance, and seeming^ denoted that 
his words and fseUngs were at variance (for 
his attachment to Fanny had been too appa« 
tent to believe he could reli&qtti$h her with*^ 
out % atri^gk) the Baronet rallied his spirits, 
and something between jest and earnest 
said, ^^ Faith, Moseley! you must either be 
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t wonderi^ philosopher, or a very great hy* 
poofite I Yoa t^ ^ parti?ig for ^er^ with 
as much saag frokt^ as i should say, ^ Good 
morning to you !^ md wkli' a couhtenance 
scarcely more serfasuft tb^an yoa ought natu* 
ra&y to assume, nfihm taking leave of such 
a cfaarniing trio, for a peiSod tbe most limited. 
This, I know^ you gre^t ^imises caJi com-, 
manding the passious, asd not submits* 
tktg to thait weakness we silfy fellows ar^ 
miagtct to; but with all dkxt deference to 
your superior wisdom, I tiiiuk, and I hope 
I «hall have the' hdies on my side, that sin«i 
e»rity is preferable to philosophy \ and that 
th^ dominion oE reason is nefver so fiiUy^ 
evinced, as by our devotion to that sw idbo 
were crated for our hs^ixiees ^ and in whose 
£ikhfql teiiderne^ and sincere attad^ineut^ 
meti find a solade fv>r all the cares-^the db* 
appointiyieffits^^wd pierpleadtlto that flei^ is 
hdrta^ 

'* Sir Herbert Huntley*' replied Mosetey,? 
'^I am a riddle that all your penetration Im 
hitherto bden unable to resolvew That phy-^ 
bsophy has aot;^ in sne, conquered feelbg^ 
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whatever my countenance may betray, I 
am tremblingly sensible; but the. charac- 
ter I have hitherto assumed is all a femt, 
and has been attended with too much per- 
plexity^ and too little success, to warrant a 
continuance of it. My first meeting with 
Lady Ann and Miss Fit z- York, and the 
announcement of a nsLme, tp which I bad 
in fact no title, suggested a scheme which 
has been attended with consequences the 
most vernal deception deserves, namely, 
defeat. To acquit myself of crime as well 
as ierror, I must trespass upon the patience of 
you, ladies, £i>r a few moments, whilst I can- 
didly relate the origin and progress of my 
fictitious appellation. 

^' It was my lot last summer to visit Deyon- 
shire in search of relatives most respected 
though unknown. Travelling with only a 
single attendant, as I wished to remain m- 
noticed, except by those immediately . coat 
cerned, I joined yoilr Ladyship's party at 
Lyme, unconscious either of your name pr 
title, and introduced myself by my travel* 
ling appellation, Mr^ Moseletf. A short 
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..period put me in fuU p6ssessk)ii of Laidy And 
Fitz- York's too well-founded family 6b^« 
tions^ to permit the most distant hope of 
Z/Orrf Moseley being received as the son of 
her choice, ev^n though he were ha{^y 
enough to nriake an interest in the heart of 
his lovely cousin. Under this impression, 
can you blame me for endeavouring to ac* 
compHsh under the character of Mr. Moseley^ 
what I kn^w it vain to attempt as your 
Nephew ? X continued the deception, uhdec 
the influence df Lady Milfbrd, . after every 
hope vanished ; and her Ladyship's makim 
of perseverance only proves, that though it 
JreqUentiy succeeds, I am a melancholy pr^x^f 
that it likewise ^o;72e//a;i^^ fails. 

*' Coiild I have gained the 'affections c^ Miss • 
Fitz-York in my assumed character— in iny 
real one I knew it wds hopeless — ^I flattered 
myself her revered mother wouW have sa* 
mficed family resentment to her nephew's 
happiness. With the first hope, the latter 
also fled, unless my kind aunt wiH unction 
her grateful Moseley's pretensions, and my 
beloved c6uah accept the devotion of a heart 
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too faiijifutty attadied^ ever to adnnt ano- ^ 
ttor tsnpreasioiu" 

The 3hock caused by his Lord$btp''$ deda« 
rattOQ of etseriliat absence^ was cbsmged iot^ t 
staokileDf astonbfcmeiit, a^ he owned the unity 
of Lard and Mr. Moseley ; a&d thai agatir 
succeeded by sensajtioni of ifeeltng and con* 
cern^ at the pathos with which he conduded* 
Fanny, the rose of modesty ihantling h^ 
cheek, and her eyes hiuntd with th^ fear bf 
aensibilky, pr^ented a hand wiaich rivalled 
the fifiow in whittoess, to his Lordships aitd 
in timid aocents, begged he wnurkl accept k 
as a sacred pledge of friendships and wkh k, 
ail the esteesn »nd sisterly afiecdon her heart 
was capable of. "That I hare been d*^ 
• jceiired^" she continued, " ahmoA against the 
evJdenGe of my senses, is an acknowIe<%Bd 
truth ; and ^one that, to comnaoai obsem^ 
tien, not esmering into fact%)Would. coovict 
us all o£ crodulity, in giirifig. credence to the 
colour of a wig^ in coistra^fction to penNH)) 
isanner, and voice, all oombiaing ag&tnstit; 
but Lady 'Milftad so strongly sanctioned the 
deception tkit whO' durst doubt?'' ■, 



'' Ntxt I5 for oae;' vefl&ed Sk Heifl»rt Fot 
naturally supposiog tbat Lady Ann's know-^ 
kdgt of faer nephew was positive j I gave op 
fay sen^e of tstght and hearing to that skip-i 
position^ although i was frequently moor^ 
than h^f inclined to scepticism/- 

*'My dear George," said Lady Ann, "I can- 
not positively bhsme any thing sanctioned 
by Lady MiJfbrdy because I tm certain all her 
words and actions are govwned by a hxait 
re{4ete \nth goodness, and tliat u;hat her 
mind plans, her head can execute with wis** 
dovti and propriety. So vmxdi in defence of 
your scheme;, now let us e^caininie the other 
fiide of the argument. You wishad to gaw 
my daughter's a0ec!dQ]ais in a borrowed cba^^ 
racter. Fanny knew siy sentiments were * 
m opposition to any closer cioimectioii^ -wikb 
you, as Lard Moset^j than the present ^ 
of consanguinity ^tholcise, cdnaequeiM^y 
was forewarned ; but against you, as *Mn 
Moset^j she had no sud) ^hidki^ and without 
flattery, you have attaimn^nt^, both pergonal 
and mental, that might have conqueK^ed an 
unguarded heairt. What unhappiness would 
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have resulted from such a conquest, I treirtble 
to think. Your cousin^s p^ce of mind sacri- 
ficed, and myself rendered miserable from 
inability to restore it ;'for never, my dear 
George, could I, or would I, consent to an 
alliance where Miss Fitz-York was not sought 
and courted by the principals of a femily; as 
ardently as by its representative. That Fan- 
ny has withstood both your real and assumed 
character, I cannot be too thankful; and 
hope, whenever she is seriously attached, there 
will not only be a reciprocity of feeling, but 
that she wdll confer as much honour as she 
receives. I have, on various' occasions, ex- 
pressed my fears to Lady Milford ; they are 
nowunhappily verified. But had her Ladyship 
cautioned arid advised you, agreeable to my 
wish— to have done it myself, without a pos- 
sitlve declaration, would have been presuming 
and indelicate— absence would, ere this, 
have softened the fervour of your attach- 
ment, and reduced it to the friendship and 
brotherly love I hope yet to witness between 
relatives so aimable and closely allied. I 
have now given you my sentiments j and 



4hoBgh-we shaHjgiieve to lose,y|Ou»ixoceswl;y 
Im^sV recjOBcile ijsto tlBLe,'priv^tiDn j till time 
restore you to our sodety, easy, htippy^ and 
' ooot^teds as your owninost s^guine hapes 
»3d.oiir wish^ can make you/' 

LoM Moaeley appeared the image of de« 
.s|Atk durifig this address, and seemed doubt- 
ful whether to rejpjy or leave* tj^e room in 
silence; when Mrs. Blooss^eld^and ber 
daughter entered. " Wefl, girls," exclaimed 
the lively widow* " have you heard the 



n#ws." 



cc 



What, the report of ■ ?" 

*' No I that's not it. But do not expect rme, 
Sir Herbert, to, go through the scene with 
you. Mine's no School for Scandal^ but an 
historical fact which time will hand dowti 
to posterity tp the credit of our sex. But 
Uess me ! what's the matter ? now I look at 
you all, there appears an air of grief— of 
<$ober sadness pervading the room, that strikes 
.me as more than commonly unuAual. Ate 
you, baronet) at the bottom of it ? or has 
our lively friend Moseley fatigued the aiu- 
mal spirits by his exhilarating sallies, and 

VOL. II. E 
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* * * 

left them to regret, that violept aoimatioh 
is frequently succeeded by weariness and 
languor?" 

** I fear/' replied Mosieley, endeavouring to 
conquer his feelings— ^r he dreaded the 
widow's satire too much to lay himself under 
its lash, when there was a possibility of ardld- 
ing it— *^ I fear, madam, I have unhappily 
caused the too perceptible depression you 
remark ; and that I may not still further add 
to it, I shall in future avoid those exuberan- 
ces you mention, and at present make my 
bow.'^ 

Moseley 's retreat was followed by a sigh, 
and an interchange of look that spoke the 
anguish of his sympathizing relatives. Both 
were observed by Mrs. Bloom field, but she 
had too much real feding and goodness of 
heart, to mike observations, where neither 
foppery or fault were conspicuous ; and, 
solely with a view to divert the discourse, 
she addressed her daughter ^ '^ I should con- 
ceive, Barbara, from the start and the blush 
which accompanied our entrance, that Mr. 
Moseiey was not so entirely strange to ydu 
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as ibelieve him to be^ where. have you met 
before ?" . 

^^ I was unco&scioiis, my dear madam^ of 
either the start or blush % they were eqfi(st)|y 
iin^uthorii^^ for^ except once, and' tb^t 
several is^qnths ago, at this very door, rand 
by.ae6tdent^Iriever before had the ^leasure^ 
of meetuv^ Mr. Mos^ey.*' 

**N(6r have you, Barbara^** replied LsKly 
Awi^ inet MVr Mo^el^ now. The gentleman 
who j»* departed^ - is my nephew. Lord 
Mosdeyy> whom , I: should assuredly have 
introduced, and recommended to -your 
iavour, had not the embarrassment Mrs. 
; Blopmfield noticed, eradicated for the. mo- 
ment all ideas of propriety. That embarrass- 
ment partly arose from the deception his 
Lords^p has too successfully practised, and b)it 
now confessed^ of imposing himself. ]^n us, 
alternately as the Lord and the Con^moner ; 
thereby deceiving our senses, and setting at 
nought that penetration on which we false- 
ly prided ourselves." • 

*• By what means, my dear madam^'* asked 
Barbara, ^^ was the deception so completely 

b2 
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accomplishecl^ as to deceive you afl? It ap* 
. pears to me almost inq^edible.*' 

** It bears the same incredibility in my eye/* 
i'ei^ed Faniiy, *• nbWwe are in tlie secret ; 
-and lam surie you will laugh' at ibur credulity 
when I tell you, ^ the deception was accom-* 
plished solely by the "'assistance of a Black 
Wig^ a-nd the anriouncetoeht of Mr. or my 
Xord^zs suited his immediate purp6se.*' 

** And what end \^as to be answered by so 
' singular a Heception ?'* 

^ What cduld' it be!,**' replied' Sir Herbert 
*with much godd-huthdured quitkness, *'1)ut 
the vanity of tivaBin'g himself Finding ' he 
' Was a favourite in oiie diaracter, he wished 
to become a ^eiJFfer £aVourite' in the others 
'but Ruling in tl^e attempt, he candidly con- 
fesses the whole scheme,' and throws himself 
' tipon'^e liiercy of these ladies, than whom 
there are not t^fed sucht)enigftint deities 'In 
existericiBj'^avci and except Mrs. ind Miss 
Bldoiiifield." ' 

" That's right, Baronet ; never make' a 

compliment to one Wpfnan at the expense of 

^- Another j that is, if khcf' b6 present. It erigen- 



^^VrJ^nf^^9^h El- 

ders enmity, and answers no earthly purpose 
but to put us out of conceit with ourselves ; 
and that is a matter «so. ea^ty^cuxompUshedy in 
this age of modest timidity ^ that we ought 
ra^r to bje cMo^rag^d t|ianjdq)/jBS§f d^^^^ 

" You mentioned news, madam, on your 
first entrance,'' observed Rosette ; ** may yrt 
be ind\ilg^ with a,qpmnxunication V 

«6rtiinly, T/ie^post,^ you knOW^ h^. ' 
day after ,day been impodnir uoon the public - 
by false statements«and tantalizinff th^ Misses 
With fancied accqunts of, bridal finery :' but 

this mornins Jthe T/— — y L % was, to all 

intents and puipqses, married at St. Jameses 
church in a cotts^ bonnetjin which, she is 
said, to have, looked . interesting: : and who 
can doi4>t it ? Eighty: thousand a^ear, would 

ci^-^r^r -t •^'^-v^fl .\',"' r.'-6 ^K ■''♦if S^r»"«ril 

create interest in any breast susceptible 'of the 
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CHAP. ffl. 



A BIRTH-DAY BALL— ^CHARACTERS— AND 

AN ILOPEMENT* 

THE day preceding Mr. Striddand^s ju- 
Ittlee, Fanny aind Rosette had been making 
purchases^ and were returning to their car- 
riage, when a. handsome chariot drew up^/ 
and discovered the identical lady they before 
remarked as resembling Julia. Her face was 
towards them as they left the* shop ; but 
some object on the other side apparently at-^ 
tracted her attention, for she inunediateTy 
turned her head, and they departed more 
than ever struck with the similitude. 

The decorations for the approaching fete ~ 
were the sole invention and joint labour of 
oiir young friends, and never were tsiste and 
fancy more successfully jsxerted. The flowers ' 
which ornamented the balLrooih floor were' 
c6pied from life, and almost rivalled na-" 
ture's handy works. So rich and glowing 
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the tints, so correct the delineatioDy 
that Mr. Strictland declared, had there been 
another apartment in the house at all suitable 
for the purpose, he would have locked up 
the one in question, and preserved it as a 
monument of female genius and industry. 

llie lustres, the sconces^ the candelabres**- 
the fruits, the ices, the jdQies, and confec- 
tions, were all supplied from eminent houses 
in the city } for to send west of Temple-bar 
for what could be as well supplied from the 
east, woijdj)^ Mr. Strictland thought, be as 
much out of character in a London mer- 
chant,^ as for a duchess to buy hqr millinery 
in Bt. Paul's Church-yard, or a countess her 
m^nets and muslins in Cheapside. ^VLet 
eyerydass of people/^ he observed^ ^f encou- 
irage, as much as possible, the country, the 
town, or neighbourhood, where they reside; 
a^r cherish an; opinion, that because certain 
artides are purchased near home^ they must 
.neoessarily be ^pferior in intrinsic vailue, or 
.exterior shejSir. It is to this absurd notion 
.we may attipibute the censurable plt^tialitv 
for fordgn c9mmoctities, to th^ d^rJin)e^.t/(^ 



*-' > 
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our own xnantrficttirer of artizan^ wiio 
to no country on the- globe-, either in fhe*ty/ 
or practice; and -yet areobl^edf'fieqdentIy^l»^. 
give' place to artists, who hdga^^ no- superior 
dattti to encouragemefitf upiHi- the score oi 
merits and certaiiily none upon' thfe- scale 
of local ' pretension. Niktkma} c pr^Mikse, in 
ihy opinion, i? bothf^ hatefiSl- ahd^ uncbaw 
ritabld"; but not'so'f^;2'dr/m*ir/^^aB'nafiaA<^ <:^ 
cauragemenV TBe* cMie' takes^ its tiie £^0M 
btgotry, and is as-iffibertl as^that^wljfeh^con^ 
tracts ^Chtnttian - sadVation ; or^; iiv political 
cpntroviersyi sets every-OBfe^down^fdr a^fbd 
Wtio dlfifers ih scntiinent'; the otlter^owe^ib 
ifekistenrcerto the'vaib'^^rttm^ wi^b^ of being 
ffrst in the Usf of fiisHKyimtfli aXUfy wliOM 
votaries sUeW tbeii" wedteesft ^ dtefviaAig 
what ik in itbelF good} bnt eattl)rattainri)l*| 
atid'payihg' prod!ga8)r fBr ftrel^' merdjkMPii- 
dilpe' of ittftribr qoafity; and' vaAiaUb* oAf 
ih proportion tt) its scaitity;''' 

Td my town rearders^^ wlito daily *witiiaaa 
tEe ui^usdfikbl&' proflinbtt of a^ modteni «li* 
tiETtSiiiinient ; where liatmps^ of variegated 
lilies riVal^ the meridian lun^ nt sptendour-^ 
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w^ere h^d^eds . are giv^q fpr chaMpg . a 




up<)n sui op^a-singer for warbling a single 
song, than would comfortably maintaSn 
maiiy, poor families . for twelve montBs— -a 
^or^ ps^ticular desarip^on of Mr. Strict- 
land's rooms i;(rould be uninteresting. To 
njiy. cojuntijy re^i^en^ *^ who never knew 
^^i^ipation beyond a race ball/' the recital 
\fould appear lik^ the i^omance 9f a fairy 
t^e. and be as easily credit^ Therefore we 
^^all lea^ye it to the ^es^er's imagination to 
JForm the coup t^c^il apcojrding to his own 
fc^ncy; only pbsei^ving, that nothing was 
ivanting to make it ta^tefuji and elegant j and 
nothing ea^nded in mere prpfimon and 
$Strayagance. . .. ,, 

The cofnpany yv^e numerous and respect- 
ably, nor were titles ^-anting to give ecliit to 
our heroine's natal day. Lady MUford had 
represented Fanny apd her mother in such 
seducing colours, that ^h^ Duchess 6( New- 
land and her daughters. Ladies Albina and 
Sidney Talbot, begged ^n inttoducdon { 
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tirhich her Ladyship, proud to do honour tdh 
her young relative, and, perhaps, with a fur- 
ther view of mortifying her Lord, and his 
equally arrogant sister, gladly coinjplied 
with. 

Her Grace had previously promised her- 
self for the twenty-first } but to gratify Lady 
Milford's wish, that Fanny's coming out 
should be equally respectable and splendid ; 
she waived her former engagement,' and 
inteted Mr* Strictland's hospitable mansion 
at eleven o'dock, led by her nephew, the 
Honourable Ledie Talbot, and followed by 
her daughters. Lady Milford and Matia ; 
the two latter escortied by Captain Cbrbett, 
of the guards, who had of late paid much, 
and particular attention to Lady Maria. 

The apartments anterior to the ball rooni 
were by this tiiije crowded j and Fanny was 
leading off the second dance with Sir Her- 
bcrt Huntley, when our fashionable party 
made their way to Lady Ann and Mr. Strict- 
land, amidst much bustle and confusion, vi- 
sible both amongst the dancers and the 
loungers, when niam^s of such high* consi- 
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deration were announced. For, previons tq 
their arrival, no title above the rank oiF i 
City; Knight and his Lady Wife had re* 
sounded through the anti*rooms, if we 
except Sir Herbert Huntley ; nor.wjye their 
superiors expected to grace a Lombard-street 
ball. The dapper, smirking, smiling Sir 
Billys . and Sir Jackys, with their overgrown 
wives and a&cted. daughters, looked as they 
felt, chagrined at the little wished- for ap- 
pearance of real rank and legitimate court- 
liness. To these enviable distinctions, the 
younger kulies added much native loveliness ; 
and each individual betrayed a well-bred, 
unaffected ease of manner, peculiar to their 
situation, and rarely acquired by those, who 
found their claims to gentility upon the for- 
tuitous events of trade, or the precarious 
chances of Change alley. By this observa- 
tion, I mean not to cast reflections upon 
commerce, or those respectable people who 
honourably follow it. They are equally 
estimable in their way, and, perhaps, upon 
the whole, more valuable members of soci- 
ety. AH I wish to urge is, • that the trading 



^rt of tire cDmmomty mppott thehr mrrk 
Yatfk fn fife \ ^nd^ not by ftdbpting; or afr 
Iktiiig maimers, wftich never sh easy, Isiy 
thenlselvesr op^n to the censvre and ridSciile 
of tho^e, who have sense and modeva^CMi 
enough to act cqnsbtcntly. 

The danc^ l^^mg finished^^ Fanny and her 
partnet joined the Ddchess, and were most 
graciou% recdved. Sir Herbert Hundey 
'iras known by name to her Grace; but no 
personal intercourse subsisted between them, 
althbugh her nephew Talbot and he were 
'upon terms of £uniliarity, owing to a diance* 
' medley rencontre at a house of fashionable 
dissipation in the neighbourhood of Port- 
land-place. Captain Corbett was a stranger 

* to the whole party, except the Countess and 
' Lady Maria ; and was one of those hateful 

and dangerous characters, a male coquette, Iti 

the company of young women, who had 

attained any degree of celebrity, either for 

•fashion or beauty, " he sighed, and looked, 

r 

* and sighed a^in ;'* not from feeling, but 
with' a systematic design to ^ gain attention 

*-and win their aflfections. For this his person 



and iMoinv^g^ nanner^ wo'e addbd at sdfi- 
poiseiffon and coofi^fenoe^ nothing bad pDver 

liidikk W0iild faaim bieeA l^oaowajbk w t 
goodcagjse. , 

Tb^ bdifig JLadji: Mam'a firsts Meintier iv^ 
'%ow9^ whick tbe daily^ fxraits had ncil £^led 
to make pubfic, be laddr his phuDS of isitroduC- 
tkm ; al^d findings heat likely; ta obtain, iBad^ 
<his courl with a pieraev«raiice few ui^r^pos- 
flessed fenales couki resist from a ni^ of 
Corb^tt's pFeteBsiona. Thua matters xeaHei, 
without any positive deckration, for that was 
not admitted into the noble Captain's &y stetP) 
when the city ball introduced oiir heroine tK> 
h|s notice. Banny's personal pretensions were 
evef y in^ay superior to her cousin's ; and the 
light in which sl^ appeared this eyoi^ng, 
threw a radiance around her, which p|€>- 
duced in Ck)rbett*s eyes an appearance neai^ly 
celestkl. ^As queen of the fete, universal 
^ homage^ and attention were paid to hety evai 
by the Duch^s and Lady Milford In beauty 
she bore 4way the palm from her youing 
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companions ; and sa light and ^lacdfiil wer^ 
her mowments in the meandering d^nce^ sq 
much cheerful happiness shone in her aoi* 
mated countenance, ahvlys beaming with 
intnd and inteUigence, that the men invaxi^ 
ably voted her an . object of delight, and 
inany of the females a subject of eiivy^ 

After proper respect had been paid, to 
Lady Milford's frlencb, the dance was re- 
csumed. Sir Herbert Huntley had the honour 
of precedence with Lady. AlUna Talbot:; 
Major Grantham, a particular friend pf the 
Baronet's, stood up with Lady Sidney; Cap* 
'< tain Corbett led off Lady Maria ; Fanny, 
contrary to the general rule and her ow|i 
wish, which would have placed her .at the 
bottom of the set, made the fourth couple 
with Mr. Talbot ; Miss Bloomfield took the 
next station with a young Clergyman ; and 
Rosette gave her hand to the heir of ^ City 
Knight, who was moreover one of the body 
corporate* The remainder of the . set con* 
sisted of young people, whom my readers 
will probably never he^ of a^n, and 
therefore it would be needless to naxne. 
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Should iny of them^ at a future period, stum- 
ble upon our path, of which at present there 
is nd denying the pbssibffity, we shall bear 
this evening in mind, and not faui to recog- 
nize them, as acting a part in Mr. Strict- 
land's jubilee. 

Whilst the dance proceeded, the Dudiess^, 
Lady Milford, Lady Ann, Mrs. Bfoomfidd, 
and Mr. Strictland, entered into a spirited 
conversation, without noticing the vicinity 
of in elderly gentleman, who, however, 
deemed to pay more attention to their dia^ 
courJe, than to the merry groupe, whose 
tndVements kept pace with the lively fiddlis 
and animating tabor. After discussing many 
£tohionable topits, Mrs. Bloomfield descanted 
upon what she pleased to caH the faults of 
the Regent. 

No one choosing, however, to controvert, 
or second her, we suppose the company 
thought the time or place ill suited for such 
disdussion. But the widow consulted neither, 
when the foibles or foHies of the great ap- 
peared to deserve reprehension j in such 
^a^es no delicacy appalled her-^no punctilio 



mx^im^. the fe»|ie o^. %c. 8|^-;r# 
^ed %wj^ tWc^.aJffJ tW?^, m t^r WW 

hope the present introduction, xi^v^ ^^.^ 
.^«W?«; of ^itijqjiaffy. ^^ fn?i^<^ip.. *''• We, 

W*k9 %e, ti« the W<>rW M m^m^ 
«• invi«(, in ^qie dp|^, %? jfi^ the ^orid,; 
-Jj^t tVug^ I iff! obii^d ^o, ^v,? up 50^ 
portion of jca]^ time tp fqvpUty, ^ sim oevjer 
^9 tryly l^appy u wheip surrouqc^ed 1^^ ^ 
. fdect few, ijirhp draw theiif enjQyin^nt$ froQi 
sources more solid. These seasons, of in- 
teQect are counteo^j^ced hy. m^x^y vi^qt^Iu^ 
vpf eithc;r se^f, who with l-ady MUfof^ 
shji]^ a bright pohstdlapon, and r^figc^ts 
more honour on my conversationes, thao, I>q- 
^ng. prejieqt, I s](iaU venture to. di§clQSie." 

" I api gl^d," replied the Coijnte^s, " yopr 
Gxace k considerate epQUgl^ tP spare ip/ 
ixiodesty. Blushes are so. rare in the nine- 
, tcenth century, and, of cons^egu^nce, in such 
high request, that, though exhibited by a 
female, neither young nor handsome, thgy 
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miff^ibefouiidin^sistibk^ and dnwr wore, 
attention than youth aiul: beauty, not edu- 
cated:at Tremorne, wouM ittke to witness.'' 

^^ Thatf insiouatioo means^ I- si^>po6e,*> 
9iib)QiiKd ber^ Graces ^ that envy and jear 
Ipusy . arei strangers at Trcmorhe." 
/ ^ Not. absistefe strangers^'* repHed Ladyl 
Abik;/'^but th^j are visitors to whom we- 
give' no encouragement, and, of course, sek 
dooii introdev to. embitter those pleasures,, 
their! frequent* society^ would render joyles»^ 
afid-idestructive^'*' 

^' HifypyilVemovner' emulated <the straQ^ 
gBiv ^^^andi d^ublf happy the parept^ whose 
instructions and example have banished sucb 
vntfodmstltom hm dwdlii^" ' 

Lady Ami.aiiKbMn. Strtctland^&i looks ^ e§^ 
pMSBadisurjNrise^ ftar the person, of the strasi^ 
8sr/was< uokfipwii, nor had be.beenvintro« 
duced. But as his appearance was^ in. a 
pnepos9eB8tngdeg)t^«iespectabk^ andf highly 
ireneraUei tfaejir naturaDy cc39icluded^he cam^ 
m GOO^Kmy with. s<Mne &iend, and co^8e« 
^udfitly was. no improper ifimate» 
. ^^Lady^ Axm.Eltz-Y6rk/' sisudiMrsi filooais 
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field, looking at the stranger, *'is indeed 
deserving of all praise ; and at this moment 
experiences the happy effects of an eduoytion 
constructed upon principles of wisdom and 
rationality. In Miss Fitz-York we trace the 
modelling hand of a master, where nothing 
is distorted or out of proportion. Each 
part, or pursuit, harmonizes, and the whole 
approaches as ne^r perfection as humanity is 
capable of.** <*And are these the females 
whose nearest connexions neglect them ?*' 
asked the stranger, '* coiniexions whose, 
greatest boast consists in their alliance P' * 

''It ought not tobe,'* replied Mrs, Blopni* 
field. 

** It shall not be/* vociferated the strangec 
with some warmth ; '* I have not. only the will 
but the power to correct so flagrant an abusCf 
and both shall bd exerted in support of female 
weakness^*' 

" Support j^mafc*, my good friend/' re* 
plied the .widow, '^ with aU your power and 
R^ght;.but in. this instance, we confess no 
Ti^ea^iie^^, either mental orcorporeai; educatioo 
}m corrected theinboth. Extreme delicacy, 
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or affected imbeciKty form no part of Lady 
Ann's system ; the mentality of her pupl ha? 
acquired strength from exertion, aAd power 
from frequent use." 
** You are a warm advocate, madam. ^ 
** I would fain prove so. You will nevei 
find me vapid, where worth is to be extolled,, 
or folly ridiculed. In either instahce, I praise, 
or blame with all the powers of my mind*; 
though I confess the lash or the currycomb' 
ftel more easy in my grasp, than Fame's re- 
nown^d trumpet; for the "latter frequently- 
speaks of deeds, which it were for the cie^iit* 
tf the party to bury in oblivion ;• whilst the 
former endeavours to w?Aip^ or ^craZ. v).?r»n?e^ 
into an appekrance; at least, of rationality and^ 
propriety ; thotigh there^ may be' no origin^' 
Mas m the mind for either." • ^ • 

*• Yt>ur opinions and dibice of words, 
madam, are uncominon, and I like 'them. 
Sincerity of expression is so little used, es- 
pedaliy by your sex, that it pleases from its 
n6»eky,' and ought to be valued in propor- 
dotf ; to^ convince you of its estimation ic^ 
My opinion, i recjuest, for cogesit 
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to be iofdiillged with. a private interview.}- apd, 
if ; yofu honour me so f^T "-, ■" 

*'<Namer yoiir ^iiirt^, and I wiU ap]^i|it a^ 
place.^ 

" Sonday-. raoirping, Twelve qcjodv" 

*' At: my own house. There's ii\y,c^4- 
But if you ,h^ye, any matrioip^ial .-designs in. 
ypur:head, of which I^aiQ the object, I. ad-, 
vise you. for your ^xma. ^e^ to ^e^ no intx- . 
tfesr cMRiBuuRica^ionj.forl shall,, mo^, ce,rr. 
ta|fily,b(e cru(?l^ alt^Vigl^, y<w aj;e,a. cpip^y. 
iW«r-a«,fri4«Ban-rTr«nd.on thft. i?g|^t . 8J<^e, 
<tff sefwe^ty* 

««WjBr^I;t|ttr.ty.yeafs^ypUflge^, ^ter« I?, 

to fear. It wiheh^isgif^i^^^iiAtftj^^ jMCf^l 

parity, o^ thfcTffSPft «¥J4i ^99^"% ^^7 
l«!»cSP»fi»sitqjsipinftjfr^. afl4il ^pk a,ccfi3 
asynjfjitionc^lt^ . j^H nmy.%^j|r4it,"; 

fefld:<<te»ipbec,. But giv;^ mp. y/our, C^,. t^jj^ 



with wBom * I Bave thus " publicly ^ made SIq 
appointment." 
The " old genUeman' wr6te the \ name of 

O'Brian on a slip of paper,' and wkh a bbV 

'. ... 

of the bid school withdrew. 

" Similar minds naturally unite, "ex- 
claimed her Grace, '**^The Hibernian appears 
littleless eccentric than yourself, Mrs. Bloofti- 
field ; and if it were jpossible, invisibly to 
witness your tSte-a-f ef e, I fancy anfiusem^ht 
of * the most delicate kind ' might ' be ob- 
tained " 

^^Ihaye heard Lady TVIountfcastle,** ob- 
served the Countess, ** mention the name of 
O'Brian as attached to' a wealthy relative of 
her Loird's, and from whom the family' ex- 
pect* a' large accession of property # From 
the hint this gentleman gave, I am ' led to 
conclude they are one arid the same person." 

^' Your Ladyship's cOrijecture/* ' replied 
Mr. Stfictland^*^ will r doubt' riot, be found 
correct; but he seeriis to entertain .too high 
an bpiriion of Lady Mouhtcastle*s disposi- 
^ioxiy or to know too little of Lady Ann 
Fitz-York, 'if he ' flatters himself with any 
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]l3Stmg accammodation. Theur minds are 
too lofty to assimilate/' 

* " That aets my observation at nought," 
smilingly observed the Duchess * 

. " What observation, your Grace?" asked 
Mr^ Strictland* 

'^ That similar mind^ unite^*' replied the 
Duchess. 

*^Not at ally madam. For. though the 
sisters are both high-minded, there is liot.the 
least similarity, between them. The lofti- 
ness of Lady Mountcastle consists in over- 
weening pride, ^nd overbearing contempt 
^ towards those who tajce a lower step.on the 
ladder of elevation than herself. Lady Ann 
Rtz- York's dignity, on the contrary, has its 
source in true greatness of mind,, and real 
nobility of heart. ' Her disposition points 
out suavity and good « breeding towards all 
created matter, .poor or rich, with the single 
exception of those who treat her and hers 
with unmerited contempt. . Towards such 
her spirit is lofty and commanding . beyond 
what could be expected from the usual 
meekness and mildness of her manners.^ 



^Vlf you want aiibtber tekness to Lady 
Ann's character/' stibjdined the Countess,, 
let me be called ; who haire known her long 
enough to vouch for her goodness, though 
not long enough to counteract that oppres- 
sion and injustice she so properly resents from 
the senior members of her noble house." - 

^* Lady Ann could only bow her thanks 
for the flattering and friendly remarks of 
her host, and his visitors, as the dance at 
that moment ended, and Fanny, with her 
more immediate companions, joined . the 
group ; when the conversation took a desul- 
tory turn till supper was announced. No 
delicacy the season could produce, or mon^y 
purchase, was omitted to gratify the palate ; 
and though nature was not distorted to pre* 
duce artificial rivers, inhabited by real fish, 
or banks ofJbUage^ in an atmosphere where 
neither could possibly exbt ; and the forma- 
tion of which would have fed and\clothed 
all the poor squalid objects, who freiquent 
the neighbourhood oi.Pall Maili yet, there 
was every thing to satisfy true taste, and to 
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v^ve pleaBurci towkidantDt vitbfted jgy 'the 
, extravagant reftwi hi a ft g of. inoderit juat|iify> 

Mn CMBmil'^M4ioi(sly tressed fovwpvd 
.ta gain ^ st^i-^wken he oould obsafve^ with- 
^OQt appealing -^wotdifixl, the motioQS^ land 
fhear the con venation of our heroine ywad 
was forttmati^ enough- to prooire a situation 
r nearly opponte. GaptaSn Corbett, her part- 
^aephitfae last ^noe,' was ^^ated beside her, 
^and, intones the mosi gentle a^d insuiuati»g, 
' offered ' his services to forward - her wishes, 
:>and sopply her wants. Fanny, the unsophi^' 
-iieated dnld of natere and^ education, un- 
^MspidoBS of any lurking de^gn, treated 
vhim'with unaffected good humour^ akhough 
f Ae found him less Evely^-^less pleasant*— aad, 
'•^dtpgethery hess agreeaUe than Sir Herbert 
f yiAMhy^ Lord Mbseley, or indeed any 
ysMng man of her acquaintance. 

Had Fanny been a vain girl, or even a 
^ coquette, she might have seen something in 
■' Oorbett's manner that would have fbd the 
XHie, and gratified the other ; but &lly assur- 
ed ctf his attachment to her cousin, ^he at- 
tributed the softness of his manners to ^ 



Dsttural feebleocsi of duracter ; atid tke 
laogoishmg of bis really w^ll-seC ey ^ ta a 
weekoess in the optic aerve. 

Mn O'Brien watched narrawly, and had 
she observed hira, she would haine thought, 
rather rudely, all Fanny's actions ; and found 
as he bad been led to hope, much to admirer 
There was a nativ^ ease and unconsciousness 
in all she said and did^ that charmed the old 
gentleman, and raised a friend where she 
had no expectation of maldng even a coxev« 
moa acqoaintaxK:e. 

After supper dancing re-comme^ed with 
additional spirit ; but to our heroine's great 
relief, she was pre-engaged whenever Corbett 
solicited her hand. This, of course, made 
him very unhappy, at least he said so, and 
who could disbelieve words uttered with a 
sigh^ and eyes that looked, and languished^ 
and spoke imutterabk things. 

A waning moon, lighted the nocturnal re** 
vellers to thedr different homes; and as -vest, 
far this night at least, was gpne beyosid recall^ 
with no immediate wish to overtake him | 
another hour imperceptibly glided away in 
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remarks, the of&pring of gaiety and inexperi- 
lince on the one side, and observations, 
resulting from sagacity and worldly know- 
ledge on the other. "I very much dislike,'* 
observed Fanny, ** though I scarcely know 
why or wherefore, the companion whom 
usage placed by my side at the supper table, 
and wonder at Maria's taste in selecting such 
a tame piece of insipidity as an object of pre- 
ference. To me he appears intellectually 
weak, and vapidly affected; then there is 
such a languor in his otherwise fine eyes, 
that I was more than once on the point of 
recommending optical aid, to counteract the 
melting softness which appeared almost to 
liquify them." " What impression have the 
Duke of Newland*s daughters and Mr. Talbot 
left upon your mind?'* enquired Lady 
Ann. 

" The eldest. Lady Albina, appears as cold, 
and almost as insensible as marble. Her 
coufttenance never once relaxed during the 
dance, which to me gave her an appearance * 
truly laughable ; for can any thing be more 
whimsical, than to see the face fixed and 
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iinihoveable, whilst every other member of 
tlie body is engaged ib an exercise the most 
cheerful and e^ilarating? I. can coiDpare 
such an exhibition to nothing but the Auto- 
inaton you shewed tne yesterday at Maillar- 
dets, whose feats upon the rope were cer- 
taihly very nwt, but souWess, for want of 
that animation the human countenance can 
alone pourtray. Such was Lady Albina's 
dancing. Her steps were good, and her at- 
titudes graceful, but without tte mind, that 
eould alone render them pleasing." 

** So much for the Duke's first-born , How 
did Lady Sidney strike you ?" 

*^ As a lively, good-humoured ratde ; 
whose laughing eyes and dimpled mouth 
made her sister's solemn gravity the more 
conspicuous. Not that I thifik she has a jot 
more* mind than Lady Albina, though she 
possesses the talent of making herself vastly 
agreeable in a Ball Room. The Honour abli^ 
Mr. Talbot is a being of a higher descrip- 
tion. He cannot only be pleasant, where 
pleasure is the standing order ; but, if I have 
any penetration, can ornament and embel- 
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lish any society, however sfdendid in talent, 
or eminent in wifldotn/* 

"^d^iyr exdaimedMr.Strictland, «I 
never heard you so warm in praise of a 
young man before^ If beauty had been 
added to his other qualifications, I should 
liave trembled for your heart; but being 
^hat your seK in general call a plain man-«^" 

^ Not plakij Guardian ; he is only not 
handsome; and to that cause we may per^ 
haps attribute his mental excellence. For 
handsome man^ I generally read Coaicomb ; nor 
does my trifling experience, in London at 
least, dictate an es;$:eplion, if I omit Loixi 
Moseley. I have not h^d tune, or of^ortu- 
xiity this evening, to stpdy character very 
minutely, but Captain Corbett is a case m 
point ; and if I mist^e not, the clergyman 
who danced with you, Roselte, immediate^ 
preceding supper, is another. Those iyory 
teeth, white hands, and twdUfidrmed najk 
have not arrived at th^ir present peifectioii, 
without more anid^ty and care than ought 
to be given to such trifles ; and the pains h^ 
took to display them, confii:m me in a belief 
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that religiODi with him, is secondsoy to 
vanity." 

^ An Jnteffi^at yawn from the worthy 
citizen reminckd Lady Ann that sleep^ al» 
though it mi^ be protracted, woutd at 
leogth assert its rights ; and convince us^ 
without the aid of a single argument^ thaft 
repose! is net merely useful^ but ateolutely 
necessaryj 

The sun hsd journeyed hilf hb course^ 
though to the inftabitants of jLondoft this 
day kwisihie^ ere Lady Aan miet ha MboA 
in tibe breakfa^nroorh ; and before the itaoal 
enquiries could be answered, a seEvant an^ 
hounced the Reverend Mt* Cavendish said 
young Tudor, 

Her Ladyship iDse with real pleasure to 
receive them, butdied^ed her joy onperoetv- 
ing the more than usual paleness and sdemt* 
mty of the curate's countenance ; who, 
raiswg her oflfered hand to bis lips, in tremv^ 
lous accents f aulbered out hisi compUmenCi^ 
but without waiting fixe a reply, rushed t» 
the window^ and cnreiing his hcB with hit 
handkerchief, sobbed aloudw Lady Aim 
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followed him not, but was silently appealing 
to Tudor for an explanation ; when Fanny 
and Rosette, the former warbling a favourite 
air, entered the room.. The colour mounted 
into Tudor 9 face the moment he heard her 
voice J but when she entered, his eyes were 
timidly cast down, as if doubting his recep- 
tion. A moment, however, was suffident to 
dispel all fearj for the friends were no 
sooner assured of the reality of his presence, 
than an exclamation of the most pleasurable 
kind escaped their lips, and seizing each a 
hanid, tliey poured forth questions as rapidly 
as if in strife which could utter the greater 
quantity of matter in a given time ; and 
Henry could only bow, and smile, and for- 
get, in the delirium of the moment, that any 
object brought him to town of a liess pleas- 
ing nature than whait now presented itself. 
The friends were only stopped in their rapid 
oreer by Lady Ann gravely pointing to 
Mr. Cavendish, whose grief seemed to have 
increased, in proportion to the voluble hap- 
piness of her, whose present peace he wa& 
going to destroy. , 
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The countenances of the young people im- 
mediately settled into gravity ; and advanc- 
ing to the worthy pastor^ he turned upon 
them his gnef-$wollen eyes, and sobbed out 
^ wretched — lostr-undone Julia/' 

" Julia r' exclaimed his sister, "What of 
Julia ? Speak — tell me what of Julia ?" 

'^ She has ruined herself (-—murdered hi^r 
father! and entailed everlasting disgrace 
upon us all P* 

Rosette, without answering, fell lifeles^ 
into the arms of her friend: when her, 
brother now first discovered his imprudence 
in not brealdng the evil tidings more gently^ 
to a mind susceptibly alive to fstmily attach- 
ment. But the evil was beyond recall; 
and snatching her inanimate form from the 
scarcely-supporting arms of Fanny, whilst 
Mr. Str^ctland rang for assistance, he bitterly 
apostrophized his own thoughtless precipi- 
tance, and more than ever deprecated the 
vileness of her who, had wrought such 
complicated distress. 

The usual remedies had th^ desired eflfeci 
in restoring animation; but could they 
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' *^ minister to a Imind diseased ?^ A siitet 
who, tiH her own removal to the Tower, had 
been her constant companion, affectionate 

.relative — and true friend; — whose beauty of 
person only kept pace' with the innocence and 
purity of her life ; — could such a femsde stoop 
to dishonour—*^ throw away the peari of 
high price^— ^-and become the slave of licenti- 
ousness ? 

The loss of her honoured parent, under 

♦uch circumstances, was only a secondary 
consideratiott; for death \vas a cessation of 
pain, an annihilation of feeling, and what 
feeling cotdd be otherwise than pained at a 
daughter's dishonour I 

After the first ebullitions of grief had 
subsided, and Lady Ann hid given orders t6 
admit no company, Henry, at the request of 
his tutor, entered upon the distressing narra- 
flve. ♦' Ten days ago,** he began, '*^a letter 
arrived at the vicarage, directed to Miss JuKa 
Cavendish. It bore the Exeter post mark, and 
as the writing was evidently his brother^ 
my tutor naturally opened it, not being able 
otherwise to account for a circumstance so ex:- 
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trabrdinary. Tb$ letter spcik^ of tbawretdbi^ 

Bessc^ahou^enotuQ^^rfeBiale maBagemenl:-^ 

hinted that the allotted vnooth. M^s expirad^*-^ 

and requested het ifipAf^i^t e return^ Mn Car 

vend»h^ a3 you may ra^Qse^ was thiwderr 

struck at readtug tbese uni^telUgible wordi^ 

andlostno limeio seeking af^ esplan^ioa frQin 

the writer. Mr. Francitii C^ivenc^sh infQraie4 

his brother^ thtft Julia reijjuested a iBOfith'9 

abs^iGe» uftdec the [dea of vi^king her rqlar 

tioiis at Trei»oif]xe> whicl^ h#: unwilfingly 

gf Untied, though it woiil4 h^v^ h^ea ciaiel tfi 

rejBist* Stepping intio the <;haise^. shi^ m^ 

in rather aod^ay^arEaisfled toi^nn^r^ aa he ain^t 

lecoU^ts^ ^I shatt not writ^ during ipgi 

abs^qe^ hut reserve alt coHimui^lpatipn fprlh^ 

fire-side. TOu wilt be equally silf nt> for wf 

sometimes, you know,wa^t matter during que 

longeyeningtete-^tetes^andthe adventures of 

one naonth will aflbrd subjects of conversation 

for half adoz^/ ^ But for heave|i'ss^ke/'c<m* 

tinned Mr* Francis Cavend^b^ ' where is Julia 

if not; at Tremorne ? what i& b^ome of her ?' 

^^ To a quejStipQ of my tutor's, respecting 

any ait^clup^i^ s^ might hs^ve fo|;naedj^ Jft 

F 3 
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replied, * I certainly taxed her with giving 
too much encouragement to the flirtations 
of Captain Noble ; but she acquiesced in my 
opinions with such apparent candour, and 
promised so ^siithfuUy to give up the ac- 
quaintance, that until your question brought 
him to my recollection. I had forgot that 
such a person existed/ * Her brother now 
examined the young lady's drawers, but 
found them empty. His next care was to 
enquire of an officer^ with whcnn he had 
frequently seen- him, whether Captain Noble 
remained in town ? His friend at first wished 
to deny all knowledge of him, but seeming 
suddenly to recollect himself replied, *he 
befieved the Captain Noble alluded to quitted 
Exeter at such a period,* naming the very 
day Julia left home. 

** This corroborated my Tutor's worst fears, 
and he returned to Tremorne in a frame of 
mind which beggars description* 

" The disclosure of his daughter's elope- 
ment" — continued young Tudor, timidly 
looking at Rosette, whose face again became 
Af an ashy paleness, ^* had not I better, my 
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dear Sir^ postpone further communication ? 
Miss Cavendish——" 

''Oh! ho! no!" replied Rosette, "let 
me hear ajl— let me know the worst — your 
account cannot exceed the dreadful picture 
my imagination has pourtrayed/* 

" A fit of apoplexy," continued the youth- 
ful narrator, his eyes brilliant with the tear 
of sensibility, " reduced the dear old man 
to the brink of the grave ; and not till yes- 
terday did he shew the faintest sign of re- 
collection." 

A 

*' Recollection !" screamed Rose, " is my 
dear father still livmg ? Oh joy 1 — Oh ec- 
stacy !" ^ 

" He lives," replied Mr. Cavendish, meekly j 
" but that, my dear Rose, is no cause of ex- 
ultation. His more than chUdish imbecility 
presents a melancholy picture of bodily and 
mental ruin, far more grievous — ^greatly 
more heart-rending, than had we followed 
him to the peaceful grave. The moment 
our good brother George pronounced his 
case hopeless, though not immediately dan- 
gerous, I left home to fulfil that duty to ^ 
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others, our aged parent no longer reqirires; 
that fulfilled^ you, my dear gtrl, with Lacfy 
Ann and Miss Fitz-York's permfesion, will 
accompany me to Tremdrne, and watch dhe 
declining days of a man, who, until thi? 
heavy calamity befel him, never knew an 
hour*8 sickness himself, and yet could sym- 
pathize with those that suffered, and minis- 
ter to the bodily infirmities of the meanest 
person in his neighbourhood. 

** I am now going to the cofiee-hotrses 
and taverns, to see if I can trace the wretch 
who seduced poor JuKa from her duty.** — 

** Suppose you do trace him,** interrupted 
•Mr. Strictland, " what follows ?** 

"Nothing that would reflect cfishonour 
on my cloth,'" replied the Curate j "but 
rather increase its lustre. I would probe 
him to the quick ; but it should be with no 
weapon more pointed than the tongue ; 1 
would, if possible, bring a sinner to his 
senses-— rescue the once innocent Julia from 
sinking still deeper into the pit of depravity 
—and restore her — Oh God ! that it were 



PANN'Y FlTZ-rORK. 109 

» 

poss3>le!— to repemtance, and to a life of 
useftitness/ < 

" My dear friend," replied Mr. Strictland, 
" your meeting with this military scoundrel, 
and his consequent conversion, are very fine 
subjects in theory ; but give me leave, who 
know a little more of the worlds to assure 
you, that the practical part will be very dif* 
ferent. You are meek and mild, and cot 
lected here ; but are you prepared to cope 
with arrogant pride and ignorant imperti^ 
nence ? • If the former be his character, he 
wH! tell you he iias done your sister honour ; 
if the latter, he will quiz your profession, and 
be doubly insolent under the persuasion that 
you dare not carry matters to extremity. 
Trust, my dear Sir, to a cooler head, at least 
one less interested than your own. I will 
make the necessary enquiries ; if the wretch 
be known, and his residence ascertained, I 
will undertake the seducer, whilst you re- 
claim the seduced ; and if we both fail, we 
must console ourselves with having done our 
duty, and leave the rest to Providence/* 

Lady Ann, who generally agreed in think* 
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ing Mr. Strictland a mj^acle of prudence, 
now joined her intreatjes, and succeeded in 
persuading Mr. Cavendish to acquiesce in 
their friend's proposition, and finally to take 
that repose the occurrences of the week had 
nearly deprived him of. 

Rosette, when the first paroxysm of grief 
abated, and reason and reflexion convinced 
her of the inutility of brooding over ills, for 
which in their present state there was no 
remedy, suggested to Fanny, the more than 
probability of their having twice encountered 
the deluded Julia ; though the little likeli- 
hood there then appeared of its being her in 
reality, had merely pointed out a resem- 
blance. Now the hateful truth is too ob- 
vious ; they recollected, particularly at their 
last meeting, two days ago, the lady in the 
chariot avoiding further notice, by turning 
away her head as they advanced to the shop 
door. " Oh !" continued Rosette, " had I 
then been convinced of the fatal certainty, 
I would have forced my way into the car- 
riage, and submitted to any humiliation, to 
withdraw a sister from the errors of pollu- 
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tion I She would not have resisted my ar« 
guments — -I knc»v she would not ! — Julia can 
never be the confirmed victim of vice I— 
Some base arts have been employed — some 
deceptive measures used, to seduce a girl ha- 
bitually innocent, and virtuously educated, 
from her home— her friends — her religion — 
and her God ! But she will return to them 
all — ^I knpw she will. If once discovered, 
her brother and sister's tears will work upon 
a mind not callous from custom — ^not yet 
hardened by vicious intercourse." 

Rosette really thought as she spoke ; but 
the* fact is, Julia, at Rockhampton, innocent, 
even to childishness, lively, playful, and ear 
sily persuaded, because she ^ad no settled 
opinions of her own, by a six months* resi- 
dence in Exeter, under the care of a brother, 
as volatile, and fond of pleasure as herself, 
became a gay, flighty, good-humoured co- 
quette. Flattered by the men, and not un- 
der the sober controul of a female, who 
might have counteracted the poison con- 
veyed by the other sex, she fell an easy 
prey to the gallant attentions of an officer. 
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who introduced himself to h^sr notice^ undeif 
the assumed name of Capttdn Noble ; and 
painted a Hfe of ease, affluence, and pleasure^ 
in such seducing colours, that the ill-fated 
Julia, in an evil hour, accepted the [nnotection 
of a Kbertine~-was the immediate cause of 
her father's illness, and final death — and 
brought shame and sorrow upon those, u^ho 
would have died to save her from ^ither. 

Mr« Strictland was indefatigable in his at- 
quiries after lulia^ destroyer; but aB hii 
endeavours of course proved unavailing. 
Captain NoUe was unknown at the taverns 
and coiee-houses round St. James's^ and 
afVer freque]:^ting several places of am we* 
ment, in hopeSt of discovering the in&tuated 
girl, without effect, ^ Rosette and her brother 
left town to watch by the d^bed of an 
esLpuring parent. 

Young Tudor, now in his twenty-first 
year, had received orders to embark for He* 
ligoland, and quitted Londcm the same day* 
But, previous to his departure, had a long 
and interesting conversation with Lady Ann 
and her daughter* To them he laid ofnen 
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each emotion of his guileless heart — painted 
bis state of mind* from their first acquaint- 
ance, eren to the present hour — and assured 
them no length ojt time— no change of 
place or circumstances, could alter his fixed 
resdlve to devote his maturity to the interest- 
ing companion of his juvenile days ; either 
as a friend, anxious in her happiness^ or, 
could he hope for a return of affection, in a 
more endearing character. " That I have 
gone beyond my first intention,'* he conti- 
nued, •• which was to have ascertained the 
means of supporting a wife, ere I took the 
fiberty of soliciting one, I confess ; but when 
I reflected on the irresistible loveliness of 
my angel playfellow, the dangers of procras* 
tination assailed me too powerfully to leavt 
the kingdom ill doubt and uncertainty. Par- 
ion, then, my beloved friends, the temerity 
of' your devoted and highly^honoured Tu- 
dor ; and think of him as one who would, 
with pleasure, lay down his life to promote 
your felicity, and who can know no happi^ 
ness, distinct from your society/* 
Fanny, whose childish attachment had 
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•* grown witk her growth," certainly gave 
Tudor a deddec} prefereitte; but she vT^as 
too happy in her domestic connexions to 
wish for any change, and least of all^ 
change that would probably separate h 
from a parent and friends so deserve 
dear. 

Lady Ann, who knew every nwveme 
of her daughter's heart, thanked him in th 
daughter's name for the honour his atta 
ment conveyed ; and confirmed the pleasure 
she should have, at some future period, in a 
nearer alliance, provided his opinions re^ 
mained the same, and Fanny's confessied ^ 
friendly regard ripened to a warmer senti* 
m^nt ; reminding him, that he also had pa*- 
rents, who probably had oth^ views— views, 
distinct from those his youthftil imaginaticm 
bad pictured, and widely differing from the 
plans he had so prematurely formed. ^' At 
any rate, my young friend," concluded her 
Ladyship, *' your happiness will be ever dear 
to us J and whether Fanny be destined to 
promote it, or the will of Providence point 
put separate paths, I trust the ultimate ^nd 
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^^W both will be the attainment of that feli- 
' ^fty you so richly deserve.'* , 

IS ttr Fanny, endeavouring to suppress her tears^ 
JI, yve her hand to Tudor, who, pressing it to 
lips and to his heart, rushed out of the 
m i and, with a foreboding presentiment 
future ill, left his native land, and those 
ds, who, since he had become capable 
reflexion, had constituted his chief hap- 
ess. 

Sir Herbert Hunt^y*s attachment to Ro- 
^te, had long been of a decided nature ; and 
a union, sanctioned by both their families, 
urould probably have taken place at this period, 
Kad not the imprudence of Julia, and the 
consequent illness of h^r father,. delayed it. 
Rosette's arguments against such marriage 
^Ver taking ptece^ circumstanced as she was, 
*were the result of delicacy and regard for 
tbi honour of a man exclusively beloved ; but 
wliose reputation was so dear, she would 
iave sacrificed her own happiness, though 
not without a struggle, to have insured it. 
•** For,? observed the heroic maid, the fire of 
^thttsiasm lighting up her countenance^ 
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^* should you now honour with your mM 
and title, a sister of her whose crimiTiality 
win for ever reflect disgrace upon all her 
connexions, more especially upon me, who 
until within a few months have been her 
dsdly associate, you might be justly blamed 
for imprudenpe. Our education, pleasures, 
pains and pastimes, were minutely similar; 
and would it be unnatural to conclude, ibat 
the conduct of one would be, under similar 
circun^stances, the conduct of both? I hope 
and believe it would not; you, doubtless, Sir 
Herbert, think the same; but your wi£^ 
should not only be individually withottt 
blenHsh, but £ir removed from the taint of 
implicattOR. Since she has nothing but cha- 
racter to bring in exchange for wealth ^ 
honour, that, at least, should be spotless ia it- 
self^ and not subject to the reproach of fami* 
ly dereliction." * 

The young Baronet's regard was too m- 
cere and ardent to be overccmie by 2»^ 
ments, strictly proper in her situation, butbf 
no means sound or conclusive. Rosotte 
(i^eemed to make no allowance, though she 
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not, ignorant of their force, for the diffe- 
rence of constitution and temperament*. 
:cording to her thesis, children born of the 
parents^ and educated exactly alike^ 
lust, perforce, be similarly virtuous or vici* 
ms ; yet every day'a experience shews the 
Uacy of this. The good and the wicked^ 
>ring froni the same parent stem, and 
lOugh much be allowed to education, itcan- 
fot obliterate, though it may correct, consti« 
Ltional faults and depravities. If, as xnajiy 
;rt^ the minds of infants are like wax, 
rmed to receive any impression, how is it; 
lat children of one family, living under the 
le roof, and disciplined alike, should differ 
umch in disposition as in person ? If there 
re 310 innate ideas, why are the childish 
:suit$ of boys and girls ^o different ? A 
^yp^Quld take no pleasure; in dressing a doll, 
)if a gpkl in whipping a top ; one lad is na* 
illy humane, another cruel $ one the advo* 
J of truth, another decidedly given to 
rmg;— on the same ground, one girl is 
imid, another bold— one sister a prude, 
lother a coquette; — ^but allowing no in- 
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nate principles, or ideas, six children of d#- 
£sirent sexes, brought up together exactly 
upon the same plan, and there would be no 
diflFerence in their pursuits — no distinction of 
character, no variation of manner ; they would 
be equally good, or regularly bad. 

What an awful responsibility .is here 
attached to the parent or nurse ! It had been 
better for such that they had never been 
born, if they are to be answerable for their 
nurslings' misery, both here and hereafter; 
which must be the case, if the wicked, the 
cruel, and the depraved mind is formed en- 
tirely upon their instruction. 

Sir Herbert's arguments, which tended to 
this point, were conclusive ; at least, they so 
far satisfied Miss Cavendish, that he received 
permission to visit Tremorne, and saw his 
affianced wife and her respectable brother 
leave town, without any other pain than what 
her absence occasioned. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE 'HIGHWAY-MAN AT BOW-STREET.— A 

MALE COQUETTE, — A PRESENT ATIOK 

AND A QUARREL* 

Mrs. Stokes* third appearance at Bow- 
Street office was in due form announced 
in the daily prints; and as the public 
were in full possession of her case, from a . 
copious report of the former examination, 
a crowded assembly waited to witness the 
final termination of a trial so extraordinary* 
She was dressed in the extreme of fashionable 
elegance, and made hqr entre with such con- 
fidence and self-possessipn^ that pity was 
banished from the minds of those who naturally 
feel compassion towards the gentle sex, how- 
ever appearances may militate against them. 

After the usual ceremonies were gone 
through, the magistrate proceeded in his ad- 
ministration. 

*^Are you, Mrs. Stokes, prepared to bring 
vouchers for the truth' of your adventure at 
or near Bath ?** 
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** I shall bring forward a witness, who will 
swear to the truth of the robbery ; and also 
to a declaration, from the mouth of the high- 
wayman, that the bill in question never was 
in my possession." 

** I am glad of it, for your own sake, and 
more than glad, that justice will at length 
be satisfied— Produce you witness." 

Brierly, who sat near the bench, now 
called in an audible voice for *' Robert Green- 
« wood l'^ when an iH-looking, cadaverous, but 
decently^dressed man, in whose eye lurked 
treachery and deceit, came forward, and being 
sworn, and answering the usual questioi^ 
cespecdng name, occupation, &c. declared 
that he was one of the party who gathered up 
the fallen highway-man, and conducted him 
. to Baith* That he saw three purses, a ri&g) 
aod a watch returned to the prisoner at the 
bar, who left Bath the next morning ; tktt 
fae was employed in attendanc^upon the cut 
prit, wiio having occasion for money to 
purchase necessaries, took out a red morocco 
purae before him, the witness, and then first 
iHscov^red the e;&change. That he seemed 
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concerned at themistake^ lor fear, as b« s?id, 
the Lady should g|etii)to trouble ; and owne4 
that the purse he had given her, was b]^ hinji 
stolen from Lady Milford ; and besides its 
present contents, originally contained a J^iil 
value five hundred pounds, which he had 
sent to a woman in Swallow Street with 
whom he cohabited^ That the robber re- 
mainedaC the inn for some time in a danger- 
ous state, but at length decamped without . 
' paying his bill, or giving him, the witness, 'a 
recompense for all the trouble he had in nurs- 
ing, and attending.him/' 

**Did you ever see the higjiway-man before 
or since?" -, 

. "Never." . 

'* His face and voice must have become so 

familiar to you, that you could doubtless 

» - . < .. 

recollect both, at a period the most distant?!' 

* • • » 

" I shall never forget them/' 

Brierly,* who sat on thorns till his clien|: 

was released, now hoped, th^ Magistrate 

• • • • « _ * 

Would discharge Mrs. Stokes, and^ suffer hijp 
to lead her from a place where she bad already 
been too much degraded and expos^4- - 

VOL. II. O 
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** Certainly. We shall no longer detail 
the Lady. . Clerk write her release. You, 
her agent, are doubtless prepared to pay the 
fees?" 

" To any amount/^ He then with an air 
of exultation, and a look of triumph directed 
to his client, which she more than returned, 
drew forth his purse, when a voice from the 
crowd exclaimed, " Robert Greenwood is a 
* &lse witness ! I accuse him of perjury, and 
will attend on the morrow to make good my 
charge I Whether the prisoner at the bar, 
and her triumphant lawyer, are confederates, 
or whether that man has alike imposed upon 
the court and them^ must be hereafter proved ! 
His guilt I can make appear as clear as the 
sun at noon day P' 

Thunderstruck at a change so unexpected, 
and coming in the moment of supposed vic- 
tory, Mrs. Stokes and her confederates looked, 
for once in their lives, as they really felt. 
Guilt was not more deeply imprinted on 
their mmdSy that it was copied in their Jiices^ 
and no effort could for the moment drive 
it thence. 
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But deceptiolt had been too long the prac-* 
tfce of Hannah and her Lawyer to fiul them 
at the present cridk. Brieriy, with recovered 
confidence, declared some one had beeiv 
suborned to vilify them, and that perjury 
would attach to the accuser* 

Mrs. Stokes had tried a fainting fit in the 
sam^ place before without effect ; she deter*- 
mined, therefore, on the opposite extreme; 
and following Brieriy 's example^ loudly de- 
claimed against some secret enemy, who was 
interested in her prolonged confinement. 
" 1 shrewdly guess," she proceeded, ** the 
quarter whence it comes; but innocence 
must at length triumph, and the oppreiisor 
fall into his own toils. To-morrow I shall 
again attend with my witness, to meet the 
charge preferred by that stranger." 

'^ We cannot admit your departure upon 
your own bare word." 

^^ Mr. Brieriy will again give bail for my 
appearance.^ 

" Brieriy, yourself, and witness, are «x 
actly in the same predicament, and cannot 

o 2 
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be at large without good aiKlnubstantial secu- 
rity^ The business has now assumed a new 
Icmn, and must be legally acted up^Q to the 
very letter. Clerk, write their commitment j 
and you, who are witness for the perjury, 
declare your name and place of abode/' 

The stranger, whoiie appearance was highly 
prepossessing, wrote both on a card, which 
he delivered to the MSigistirate, and, bowing 

to the court, withdrew. 

• *. * * <* 

Lady Aim, Fanny, and her Guardian, 
wefe leaving home equipped fbr a walk,' 
when Mrs. !ffloomfield descended ^om her 
carriage, followed by Mr-.O^Brian, the Irish 
gentleman witl\ whom she made an appoint- 
ment at the ball ; and, with her usual frank- 
ness, desirled the whole party to return to 
the drawing-room* 

This lady's will was generally deUvered in 
too poaitiye a key tO admit of diispute ; in 
their own house, on the present Dccasipp, it 
allowed of none ; they, therefore, quicUy 
retiaced their footsteps, without wt>ndering^ 
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at the widow*s^^eccentricttieS) which were by 
this time too well understood to cause sur- 
prise. 

Thef were scarcely within thje apartment^ 
wlien, sehdng the hands of Lady Ann and 
Fanny^ she introduced thenn, npt merely by 
naniQ, but as the relict aod daughter of the 
late Mr. Fitz-York* 

*' To ^ you, ladies/* she continued^ "I 
present a near relation, in the person of Mr« 
O^Brian, whose hf^ieaibiU^^ stubbornnessy and 
baughti/ priekj origmatod that ri^entmenti 
which, in fict^ had no solid fQundation, since 
It derived its unnatural loteing £rom Mr. Fitz- 
York's marriage with the Right Honourable 
Lady Ann Orosvenor, to the exclusion of an 
Irish heiress, whooi Mn O^B^n wished to 
introduce mto Im family ; fancying himself^ 
210 doubt, a b^er judge of what would con- 
stitute another's happiness than the person 
most deeply interested ; and who, from his 
uncle's account, was a man the least likely of 
all others to make a radi or an imprudent 
choice. I believe I have said nearly all the 
^ood I know o£ this gentleman ; and, doobl* 
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less, you are much prepossessed by the am^ 
uhility of his character; if no(, he must 
worm himself into your esteem by the same 
arts which he has^ I am ashamed to say, 
successfully practised upon me. But^lj^- 
lieve, I have not entirely finished the cunning 
lesson this man of much design inclosed 
upon me. Since the unhappy union I liave 
mentioned, and which caused such opposi* 
tion of sentiment^ the rehtions never met; 
and the felse drawing made of your Lady- 
ship and Frances, by people interested in^the 
family estrangement, prevented all wish (n: 
desire of knowing more of you than merely 
that you existed ; and even that was matter 
of indifference, until Tuesday evening, when 
a friend requested bis company to the city 
ball.—— —What shall I ^ mor^ ?** 

" That the surprise at finding myself,** re- 
plied Mr. O'Brian, " in company with such 
near relations, and the terms of Iqvc, respect, 
and admiration, with which all tongues 
spoke of them, ccmvinced me I had been a 
fool and a dupe; at the same lime I ex- 
claimed, I will be a fool and a dupe no 
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longer! The widow and the daughter of 
my once idolized Frank, shall henceforth be 
the children of my affections ; if they will 
not accompany me to the land of my fore- 
fathers, I win settle my affiiirs in Ireland^ and 
live either with them, ot as near as a house 
dba be procured.'^ 

** But who> my dear Sir,** said her Lady- 
ship, *^ can have taken the trouble of appror 
priating to. Fanny and myself characters, it 
appears, we do not deserve ? I thought we 
had been too insignificant for general ca- 
]!uniny» and surely we are unknown to your 
Irish connections/' 

. ^ A weU made-up. falsehood, my dear 
pi^e, will gain as much credit as though it 
w^e dressed in .the garb of truth; ahd a 
person's greatest enemies are sonxetimes 
thotfe of his own house. I have relations, 
both here and. in m^y own laud, who rejoiced 
more at Frank's disobedience, than I was at 
the. time aware of; and when he died in 
comparative povi^rty, owing, as was said, to 
his inveterate love of gaming, and his wife's 
careless ejctraivagance*-*! no longer r^ett^ 
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an dath taken in the heat of passion, that 
i^ither he, his wife,. or children, should in* 
herit any part of that immmse property 
once- intended for his sole use. Yaws msftie 
in the hour of resentoieht always carry 
thekr own ^puni^ment* Mine, now I am 
acquainted with the worth, of my grand* 
nt^e,' weigh' me down with shame and con- 
tfitipn; but to lay perjury to my soul would 
only heighten my guilt, and increase ;my pu- 
nishtoent here and hereafter**? 

Fainny seized the hand of Mr. lO^rian, 
^d imjM'inting 4ipon it the kiss iof .^al 
love, assured him the coixutenance and <pe- 
gard of so cespectable a vdative mwe more 
precious than hoards of wealth wlihout it« 
'^ I have so few natural coimectioos,'' she 
Continued, ^< and unongst those few mnm 
wbo despise the affinity, tbat wordi of Idiw 
dred afiection and kindness sinl: int& Uny 
heart, and overipower me wirh sensa^ns of 
dciighrt. Give your ivorldiy property, my 
de^r unde, to the worlcDy-minded ; we 
have enough for h^^iness ; since true fell* 
mty, I have heard my -honoured parent say,- 
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more f reqiieatfy idbafaits a modest aQd frugal 
retitemcnt, than the spleadid palaces, and 
castelbted mansions o£ thei« prhaos asd the 
nofde/' 

I^dy Ann's eyes overflowed with mkgkd 
sensations of pain and pleasure. Pain, that 
she was witbhdd from clearing het husband's 
memory from the disgracefid stigma^ and 
want of principle, the .Ufs of a gainestelr is 
jnstly Winded. with; for how otherwise 
could their present apparent poverty be ac- 
counted for ? And pleasure, to witness the 
^tidnteitested delight of her dorKng diild, on 
the acquisitioil of a relative, who, though he 
abounded in wealth, frankly acknowledged 
that wealth could never benefit her. Some 
defence was certainly due to th6 late Mr. 
Fitz-York; and whilst her Ladyship avoided 
all retrospect or mention of property, she 
did ample justice to his virtues as a man--«a 
£itther-^a husband-^and assured his uncle» 
he had never given her a moment s pain or 
mieasiness till the fatal hour which brought 
him home a corpse. 
" Mrs. Bloomfield, who had more feeling in 

G 3 
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h^ way, than many of the fine huHes wlio 
affect it, percdving the difficulty Lady Ann 
laboured under to suppress her tears ; turned 
the conversation, by hoping her Ladyship 
would conform to Lady Milford's wish of 
presenting Fanny on the ensuing comt*day. 
f. . ^^ By all means^" repliedi Mr» Qffirian.-~ 
Her conneaions on both sides fuli^ warrant 
such an in^oduction. In niy time— I know^ 
not how the court may be altered — ^beauty 
and mefit — njt money — were the loadstones 
of attraction > and of this I am. sure, there 
will not be *a lovelier girl at St. James's, 
though there may be a richer/' 

Fanny, unused to hear her person extolled,, 
blushed at the old gentlemaa's direct attack ; 
but Lady Ann saved her the pain of a reply, 
by consulting the widow upon a style of 
dress, wherein neatness, economy, and ele- 
gance, might be so happily blended, as not to 
disgrace Lady Milford, nor draw upon them- 
selves the imputation of extravagance. Mrs. 
Blpom field, perhaps less skilled in dress than 
any female of her day, recommended an ap- 
peal tp the Countess upon the prudent and 
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ike proper; and the important point was 
ag^ed to be left to her Ladyship's dedsioii i 
after Mr. O^Brian had declared, that but for 
the interference of his unnatural denunda* 

V 

tion. Miss Fitz* York's dress should have vied 
in splendour with those of the royal family. 

Mrs. J^oomfield and Mr. O'Brian had ^ 
scarcely left the ropm^ when Lady Ann's • 
prot.egee, the highwayman, requested an ?ai- 
dience. His appearance bespoke hurry and 
anxiety — his countenance was flushed and 
agitated — and, forgetting the usual ceremo- 
nious good manners with which he at all 
times addressed his benefactress, he exclaim- 
ed, " I am just come from Bow-street !" 

There was sometl^ng unaccountably dis* 
sonant to her Ladyship's feelings in this ad- 
dress. Bow-street and the present speaker 

• 

seemed, thus united, to threaten infamy, db- 
grace, and death ; for, in the terror of the 
moment, it never once occurred, that had 
matters been as she suspected^ the penitent 
culprit could not have been the bearer of 
such evil tiding, nor at large to publish His 
own mishap. But this natural idea never 
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once entered htr tmagihaiion, and fhe words 
^'1 am jast come from Bow-street H ^ht 
Arought admitted but of one interpretation. 
" Mr. Stricthnd*s feelings towards the young 
man were somewhat less tnritable dian her La- 
dyship's, consequently his judgment was more 
dear and unembarrassed. He neither saw 

• • • 

ftor imagined danger; curiosity, indeed, was 
Strongly excited by the manner, more than 
the -words, and lie requested an explanation. 

^ Passing through Covent-garden market 
this morning," began the narrator, " on 
the business you, Sir, employed me upon, a 
crowd at Bow^street office attracted my at- 
tention ; and enquiring if any thing parti- 
cular had drawn together such a concourse 
of people, ' I gathered that a hidy of fashioa 
was undergoing an examination. Curiosity- 
prompted me to enter ; but judge my sur- 
prise, when I found the person so situated to 
be one of the females from whom I surrep- 
titiously obtained the purse now in your 
possession.* He then recounted the pn>^ 
ceedings, of which our reader is already irt 
possession, and continued, ** L hope right 
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and justice would have made me acknow- 
ledge the real offender, had I not given tny 
solemti promise to you, my saviours from 
perdiljon, to take no one step in the business 
witliout your especial knowledge, nor was I 
sorry, as the examination proceeded, to find 
myself w bound. Tor a systematic scene of 
perjury wis tlisclosed, which I alone could 
prove ; and finding ingratitude added to my 
other crime*— than which there is not one 
so heinous in the catalogue of my vices-— 
2nd that the wretch who falsely bore witness 
against me, was likdy, not only to escape 
punishment, but, in all probability, receive 
reward ; for bribery alone could have pro- 
duced such testimony; I, unguardedly, iii 
the fervor of the moment, declared the wit-* 
ness perjured, and promised to be forthcom** 
iflg on the morrow to prove it, without con- 
sidering, that by implicating the man and 
Ks confederates, I am exposing myself to 
that punishment I jusdy deserve, but am 
anxious to avoid." 
*< Might not Mrs. Stokes recollect your 
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person as readily as you ' recogoised her'sT' 
a«ked Mr. Str^tland. 

" Impossible," replied Lady Ann. "When 
he attacked the <pbaise his face was partially 
covered ; and the after scene at Bath pi^ 
sented an object so pale and woe-begqne, 
from loss of blood and agony of n;iind — ^so 
different from the .(X)untenance, now calm 
with recovered virtue, and florid with re- 
stored heakb — that, I am convinced, I should 
have been deceived, had I not beheld him in 
the interim. But Jbow can the af&ir be 
managed without subjecting this repentant 
youth to obloquy f' 

" The sitting magistrate," replied the be«- 
nevolent merchant, *' is my particular friend; 
and by placing unreserved confidence in him, 
I fancy the business may be settled, without 
bis appearing at all. Did Mrs. Stokes hear 
distinctly your name and place of abode ?'* 

** I delivered them to the magistrate in 
writing." 

" I am glad you took that precaution. She 
and het artful lawyer are following a crooked 
path, which must end in their destruction* 
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cept the lady he was toCMJt aDsd^^s to please. 
He ' was plausible — condtiating-*-^erfe'ctly a 
man of the world-^atid, as he never Ian* 
guished, nOr acted the love-sick dwain before 
ber Ladyship or Hk. Strtctland, they placed 
Fanny^s antipiathy to the score of caprice; 
although this Was the first- instance in which 
she had exhibited such a disposition, and 
allowed, for once in their lives, that tM^ 
idol had a failing in common ^th her sex. 

But though he distinguished not our hero- 
ine by more than commxm civility, whilst the 
eyes of her mother and guardian were upon 
fcim ; wbeneTer h^ caught thetn in a diffe- 
rent direction, he made ample amends by 
those dying looks, and melting glances ^o 
«o well described at their first interview, and 
which he thought possessed powers of fad* 
nation, because a few vain and silly females 
had confessed as much. That Fanny the 
littfe rustic could resist them, he bad not cal- 
culated upon, and was not at all disposed to 
submit to a circumstance so mortifying. 
Difficulty enhances desire in pursuits of 
this kiild, as well as . in those of a more 
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noble nature ; and the Captain was heard to 
declare that no cMscouragement should relax 
his endeavotins, till he had brought the dis* 
dainful girl to a level with those who thought 
him irresistible. He was convinced from 
past experience of the power of perseveraijce ; 
and as Fanny surpassed her female compa« 
nions in beauty, his desire to make a conquest 
rose m proportion. 

The Qu^eb's Court day, solong anxiousjjT 
anticipated by those ycMsng sprigs of fashion, 
who fiincy no earthly felicity can equal a pre- 
sentation, a;t iength arrived. But it brought 
no joy' to our )herome. Timidity painted the 
ceremony ^ncotours so awfiiUy opaque, that 
had tliere-beena posfibiiity of ^escaping, fihe 
wot3dd glatf y have relinquished the honoi}r^ 
and yielded the pleasure to those moresetiMr 

r 

Me of its charms ; and who £nd it in sceu^ 
fe* removed from any which education and 
habit had endeared to her. 

Lady Milfot*dand Mrs, Bloom field laughed 
at her fears^ and assured her the foundation 
on wiich they rested was so fragile, that one 
word breathed tfhrough regal lips would blow 
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them away,— one smile from the counte- 
nance of royalty, disperse the cloud wbich^' 
hung with such density upon her brow. 

As there had been no public Court for a 
considerable length of time, the presentitioQS 
of the youthful nobiKty and gentry were 
numerous beyond all former precedent ; and 
Fanny was led to the presence by Lady ^1- 
ford, at the moment the Duchess of New- 
land and her daughters were quitting it* A 
smile of recognition escaped the three Iadies» 
but our young novice could not by any 
effort return it. Peace and gaiety^ whick 
ivere wont to revel in her eye, and.djifipls 
round l\er mouth, -had given place to an un- 
easy dread of something-~9he knew* fioi 
what — that blanched h^r cheek with fear i 
and took such firm possession of her fiuuJti^i 
that had her life depended upon a smiley '^ 
would havebeen of that forced and ghastlj! 
kind in which pleasure bears vuo part. 
; I dare say my youthful fenAiale r^ers will 
think me unpardonably deficient if I omit tbe 
tieseription of our heroine's dres^pn this grand 
occasion. I once hoped th^ newspaper^ 
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would have aDticipated me, hut guess my 
* mortification, when the one I daily take was 
served up with my breakfast, to find no men* 
tion whatever made of Miss HtiZrYork. I 
waded twice through the monotODjOua de^ 
scription of Court costume, and court present 
tations, without finding my favourite Fanny's 
person, dress, or behaviour noticed; althicwgh 
the former and the latter were, according to 
my old-fashioned judgment, unrivalled tm% 
day at St. James's ; and had her attire and 
reputed fortune borne any proportion^ th^ 
sycophantic newspaper hirelings would have 
been redundantly inflated in her praise. Bui 
not possessing these extrinsic advattage^^ 
she was incorporated with the undistinw 
guished crowd of nobodys, and I am obKged 
.to announce, otherwise my readers might 
]u$tly think I waa ashamed of her appearance, 
that the robe v^^rn on . this( occasion was 
composed oi White crape, "Otrrought with 
bugles in a tasteful pattern of her own in- 
vention; and that it was noticed by the 
Princesses for its elegance and simplicity. 
The. cojirt. appendage, y'clept a hoop, which 
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usage has rendered indispensable, might liave 
been omitted with advantage, had custom m 
willed it: for of all the unnatural defor- 
mities which the caprice of fashion has at 
various times invented, the whalebone peti* 
coat is the most unwieldy, the least easily 
managed, and grace is no longer grace, so 
encumbered ; nor has elegance that decided 
advantage it would naturally obtain over 
awkwardness, when not equallized by tho 
rotund circumference which places them 
nearly upon a level. 

^ "Who is that interesting- • stranger T* 
leaped the Royal matron's lips, as Fanny 
smd her chaprone advanced. **York-— 
darence— Cambridge-— do any of you know 
her?* A bow of negation was all the answer, 
for Lady MHlford i^ow began the usual cere- 
mony of introduction. But the question 
had been beard by Fanny, and sufiused her 
^before colourless dieeks with a carnation thai 
set rouge at defiance, and added a lustre to 
ber full blue eye which gave the beholders 
m idea of something more tlxan human. 
Her Majesty, as usual^ was condescend- 
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ingly ki&d^, and gaiitec) Fanny's heart byr 
reverting to the times when Lady Ann 
and Mr. Fitss-York giiaeed the British Court ; 
regretting her Ladyship's absence on the pre- 
sent occasion ; akid hoping her daughter 
would not merely shew herself as a meteor 
tor dasszle the behbldiers for an instant, but 
rather resemble those bright consteUations 
which regularly shed th^rir influence and 
cheer us by their constancy. 

Fanny endeavoured to answer the consi- 
derate kindness evidently intended to raise 
her in her own estimation ; and though the 
attenbpt fell far short of her wishes, it more 
than answered the expectations of the circle; 
who not knowing her^ formed their conjecr 
tures' upon the Oppressive modesty of lier 
^^ appearance ; without considering that a» 
gesn is. sometimes hid beneath^, of more ster« 
ling, worth than those gaudy, ahewy, but 
valueless ornaments, whtdi the daughters of 
e^rontery are fain. to substitute. 

Mips Fitz- York was. not more flattered by 
the Queen's condescension, dian the polite*- 
ness of the younger branches of Royalty : 
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to whom her Majesty most graciously i^ecotn* 
mended her; and with whom, she and 
Lady Milford continued some time in con* 
versation. 

The feelings of our heroine on this memo* 
rable occasion, may not inaptly be compared 
to those of a young bather ; who shrinks 
and trembles at the water's edge ; but after 
the first plunge wonders at his groundless 
fears^ and in proportion to the anticipated 
pain. So it was with Fanny. The first 
fright over, she was easy and composed }' 
could look round without much embarrass- 
ment ; and even meet the eye of Lady 
Mountcastle, turned scornfully upon • 
whilst in her breast raged envy and jealousy 
at the distinction bestowed upon such an 
insignificant—without being overwhelmed 
by its confident stare. In the amiable Maria's 
countenance she beheld pleasure, not unniix- 
ed with anxiety, that her mother*s presence 
prevented further intercourse than could be' 
conveyed by a smiling nod of con^atulation, 
on account of that distinguished honour 
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which iUted the contracted mind of the 
Countess with rancour. 

Behind Lady Mountcastle stood an ob-^ 
ject"80 pale, so wan, so woe begone;** so 
spiritless-*-<iejected-«-^nd uncourtier like ; 
for courtiers can smile, and smile, and be 
great — ^hypocrites ; that Fanny would have 
merely wondered to see so ungenial a mind 
amidst the seemingly happy group, had not 
she at the same moment recollected,. though 
alas ! how changed ! her once gay, sprightly 
fellow-traveller, . Mr. Moseley— afterwards 
her animated elegant cousin Lord MQseley— 
but now, more unlike either than any dkBe^ 
rence which formerly distinguished the two* 
His eyes were stedfastly fixed as though, to 
gaze on her, and her alone, was the sole end 
of their formation* They were hQllgw .and 
heavy, and the general character .of his coun- 
tenance bespoke such inward, wretchedness, 
that Fanny, moved by sfrmpathy, became 
nearly as wretched > as hipi^elf. At the nu> 
ment she discovered him, a{ group, consktk^g 
of th6 Duchess and her daughters, her n^phew^ 
J^Xie Talbot, Sir Herbert Huntley, and Cap- 
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tain Corbett, had joined Lady Milford; whoi 
joyous and contented looks fornie^ so str 
king a contrast with the love-JornMosd 
that our heroine uttered an involunta^ 
esrdamation, fortunately not loud enough t 
be beard beyond her oWn immediate party, 
but in them it created surprize strongly mixed 
with curiosity.. 

Their first, idea was connected with indis- 
position ; but follQ^ittgthe direction of her 
eye, Lady Milford and Sir Herbert discovered 
Moseley, though scarcely the shadow of hi$ 
former self.. To some remark of his* sisters 
he returned a languid smile, but it apparently 
arose more from the natural complacency of 
his nature^ than any pleasure the subject 
afforded ; for without reply he sunk into 
his former inanity ; the continued direction 
of his visual orbs alone denoting that he felt 
interested b^ sunx)unding objects. 

Lady Milford^^as greatly fiJbocked at the 
alteration a few hhort weeks bad made in her 
favorite, and could not restrain a sigh and a 
look.ofnproach at otir. heroine as the cause, 
Gorbettlookfld andisi^ed; too { but.his wer; 
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the exaonongad glaat^ jtodrbareathmg^of pas- 
sion; he likewise ii^a iK)fce scaroely abQW 
a whisper^ faut soft, imlMuQW, and tender, 
enquired with fioUcitous c^&^tfiess^ '^ wfasit 
could discompose the harmo»jr of* a ooonlo- 
nance whose specific character wa$ toi) oekisf ial 
to be alfected bf common objects ?*' 

"Perhaps," interrupted LesKeTalbotattUy, 
"that young man is no comfmm o^ect. En^» 
able yjfuth! WbO Would not with j«Jy be- 
come the victim of iH lieaith, if a cadaveroiia 
aspect could recommend him to the notice 
of Miss York ? I for ode, wou^d cofisent to 
keep my bed for a itoK>nth, ^|1 lie chrencbed 
though the whole mati^m medico, if such a 
bok and maasner might reward my return to 
society. What say you, Huatldy?'' 

f^ I say that to be the ol^edto£ Misa, Ktz- 
Yorkssoiidtude, would tempt a mairtQ worl^ 
of gr^eater supeDeiogidon thaq your.sids be^ 
though surrounded by halfa doasen Phaft»a- 
copolkts. But^ my dear Sir, unless we could 
transform ourselves into the relative situatioti 
of that interestiBg young Lord, and tik0 him, 
daim the.iiearprivilege^of iki^m/vj!^^^ I&sr 

VOL. n. H 
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pale fooks would rather be an dbstade, than 
a recommeiidation to favour. 

The royal fi^nily now left the drawing 
room, when Lady Milford committed her 
protegee to the care of the Duchess, and 
asking the Captain if he would attend her ; 
proposed to join Lady Mountcastle and 
Maria. ** Certainly," replied Corbett, ** if 
your Ladyship wishes it.*' 

*• Nay, my good Sir, I thought I was pro- 
moting ytmt wishes by the request ; I can 
have no desire for your company on my 
ifwn account. '* She then accepted the offered . 
hand of Sir Herbert Huntley, and crossed 
over to her sister4n*law. 

*< Is that youngXord, my dear, the Earl of 
Mountcastle's heir ?" enquired her Grace. 

" He is, madam," replied Fanny, *' but so 
altered during a short absence, that surprise 
.must account for the oddness of my behaviour. 
I should scarcely have recollected him, if the 
Countess and Lady Maria Ziad not been of 
his party. i 

>^ I would I were a pale-faceid cousin !'* said 
Leslie with much drollery, <Y provided thiy^ 

I 
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young lady fee}s an interest in all her sick rela- 
tions ; but I should bar all partiality that did 
not include myself." 

" What say yov, nay dear ?'* rejoped her 
Grace, ^' cap you conscioitiously recommend 
this mad-cap to Lady Maria ? He has no Qther 
chance for the appellation be seems to covet ; 
and as to a pale £ace, it will come in due time, 
if he follow the example of his dissipated 
companions*'' 

Lady Milford.now returned, and they were 
preparing to depart, when Fanny^s hand, 
which she was presenting to Corbetl^, was 
^i^ed with a degree of violence . that made 
her start ; and looking up^ she found the 
supposed aggressor in the person of Moseley. 
He squeesied her fillers with almost convul- 
sive eagerness, hurried her across the room, 
unmindful of Corbett's beginning e^postula* 

I tion<^-and, as if to escape was his only object, 
stopped not untH they reached the stairs; 

I when observing the door of an empty ^part* 
ment open, he dragged her in, and falling on 
his knees, firantidy exclaimed, '^ Fanny^ you 

uthave undone me ! You, and your dear mis- 

^^ H 2 
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taken psO'ent have driven me to the wrge of 
the precipice, and this interview, decides lal^y 
<£itte as far as respects the present world/' 

^ Ohrise, tny Lord^andsaynotsol-exdsum- 
ed the aflfrighted girl ; many are the daims 
upon you, independent of so inrignificant a 
being as myself! Your £anily, your friends, 
your coutitry^ have a right in you ^ and 
would you rob them of that right, merely 
because one trifling obstacle thwarts your 
wishes, which probably^ if overcome, migbt 
not confer happiness to the extent you are 
led to suppose ? At present you are blinded 
by passion ; but let reflection resuttie her 
rights--- K:all reason andrdHigion t^ your aid— 
and you wifl think on the present scene as of 
an uneasy vision whidi sleep presents as 
real ajid substantial, but whidi our waldlig 
moments convicts of fallacy and ioqpott^ 
tion/* 

" AH— all— ," exdaimed Mosdey, " oA 

» 

trhich man builds his hairiness, is fallacy 
and imposition! Tliere is nothing true*— 
nothing permanent, but misery-- ^hat is real 
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aiid subftaAtiil } but k is at our owa option 
to hear^ or cast it off;'' 

'^Oh! ao^ my hotiV* replied Fannys 
^ man has m> c^idon whfre life is coiKeroed* 
It is a loan, not* to be relufiied until demanded* 
A loan 90 j^ocioiiSy that iKFhen aGQDmpanied 
wift misery, poverty, slavery, or sickness, 
the rcoeilrer pays it back with reluctance, 
Aongh with it he parts with every evil flesh 
fe heir t6. Wretehedness is e^Iy isamedi^ei 
let a few years or months, Biy 4ayS| elaps^ 
and we wonder "tfby sudi and snch thingi 
weighed us down with sorrow. Try the 
«i¥>m&ient» my dieair cousin^ for a Umited 
time, saiy a year, and if, at the termiziaiion 
cf ' that periodi yon a^pree not wkh qie, per- 
h^M (may be a cenVeirt to your doctrine/' 

** Too, yS^ VitsBrYotkj are incompetent 
^ judge «f my situation, for you wgue 
with a mind at ease. But go, infle»ble 
^1^ triumph w the misery you Mve 
caused— -r-'* 

^ Hark P intenfupted Fanny, " I heapr 
ladyMilford's ¥€»ce! Fcir pity's sake lead 
me to her I If found secreted m such a 
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place— at such a time—- I tf emWe to think 
what erroneous conclusions might be c^wn, 
though my companion werfc proved' to be 
my cousin.'' She then hastily advanced to 
the door ; but seeing a crowd upon the 
stairs^ was retreating, when Corbettt ju^ 
then piassing^ exclaimed, *• Miss Kta-» 
Tork !" Fanny, in the terror of the moU 
tnent at being thus surprised, shrunk back/ 
kiid inadvertently cried, **Hushr at thct 
same time dosing the door,* though not be« 
fore he had caught a glimpse of fao^com'^ 
panion. * * • 

Tears of mortification and wouhded pride 
rushed into her ^yes., as she exctaiifiea/ 
*• Now, my Lord, you may triumph in re- 
turn ! The female it was your rehtive^ d(lty 
to protect; and whom you pretend to love, 
independent of kindred, is reduced, by yoiUf 
frantic and irregular coitdiict, to.the sfaatne 
necessarily and properly attached to dandesi^ 
tine proceedings. Could I have escaped from 
this place without the humiliation of a dis- 
covery, I should have tiam^ your ra^ and, 
r must Say, improper behaviour ; hut my 
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character is now exposed to obloquy and 
disgrace, and there b no foreseeing where 
the mischief may stop* Captain Corbett-^-— -" 

•* Dare not-— —must not make any im- 
proper observations* Your honour is dearer 
to me— -much dearer than life— for of that 
I am weary— and I will defend it against 
Corbett, or the whole world. You have 
noWy without intending it, given me a mo- 
tive for existence, and to your fame it shall 
be exclusively devoted.'* 

^ Preserve it, my Lord, for a nobler pur« 
po&t. The reputation that depends upon 
extraneous sdd, dadms no su£?age from me ; 
the fame I covet, must live by its own vita- 
lity, and not upon opinions, fallible, errone-^ 
ous, ^nd without a settled standard* But 
the company are ere now dispersed, and if 
your Lordship will see me to my chair, and 
condua me to Lady Milford, if she still 
waits, I can explain this business, I doubt not, 
to her satisfdiction, though never to my 
own." 

. ^ And will you leave me without any cer* 
tamty. of sedng : you again ? On my ]c;Qee8 
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I conjure you——** At that xnomeat 
Corbett put his head within the half-<:lQsed 
door; but would have retreated on seeing 
the prostrate Moseley, had not Faany, whose 
face was towards him, begged he would e^ter 
and relieve her from the embarrassment «f 
Her situation. Mean time his Lordship started 
6p, and, in a haughty and resohite tone, 
asked, by what authority he-— a stranger— 
dared to intrude, where he must be ci^sious 
he was unwelcome. 

^* To your Lordship I may be unwefcomc/* 
replied Corb^|J j ** but Miss Fitz-York %as 
albwed my intrusion, as you are {leased to 
call it, to be most opportune ; since k re- 
lieves her from a confessed embarrassmeot^ 
of which your Lordship is the eause. To 
ybir, Madam^ and to yotf oi^y, I make 
an apotegy for what may ajppear imper* 
dnent^ but will cease to be sa, whcft I 
aainounce myself the messenger of Lady 
Milford, iKiio waits below, and has deputed^ 
me to conduct you to her/ He was takin;^ 
her hand, when Moseley ri^hed between 
them, and loudlv vocHerated hk righf-vand 



hk aloQ^^to ccHKluct hm cousin kna tiht 
presence of hit aunt. "To yon, l^ir^^ lie 
€onti0ued> " 'ti$ koiH)ur ^mough to ibav* 
been Lady Milord's jnessenger^ wkhout avt. 
logattng my right to be "Mm Fit9-¥oxk'$ 
protector^*'' He sow ^eissed FsiEiny'a tremt^g 
hand» and was leading her 4own stair^ 
when Ck)rbett exdaimedi ^< This is the 9eemd 
Insttk your Lordships ha» c&dted ma itt the 
I»reGence of diis Lady, tod^ unkrt you make 
» apology ^bM ^ genCkman can ai(cept» I 
liave mo heditation i&i calling you » pol'' 

"A^hal^SirP 

'^ He word was intel^gibk; but to snfae 
it mott so» I repeat, a pii^ pekrfxm?^ 

A bloM^ frona has Lorddii^^ followed by % 
scream from Faimy» broii^t Sir Herbert 
Huntley and Lady Milford^ attended by se- 
vera! domestics, to the foot of the stairs { 
Hfhim they beheld the innocent cauae of this 
afflray^ her garmtents corered with blood, 
and lifeless, int the ailns of Moseley } wl^et 
Cc^beCt, f<>aming with rs^e and yexatiout 
was af>pty tng an handkerchief, st^eep^ in the 
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lame sangtiiriary Stream^ to his moutli and 
nostrils, llie Countess, shocked at the 
appeaifahce of het beloved niece, and ashamed 
^ such an exposure, under the roof wluch 
Ought to have been privileged, instead of 
being made the scene of broils and blood- 
dhed*~for she tod dearly guessed the nature, 
though toot the extent, of the mischief—with 
a look of indignation at the two gendemen, 
t^rie^ted her icqua^ntjmce with the one» 
knd her consanguinity to the other, since 
neither of them knew the respect due t6 a 
female underlher care. And, as Fanny be^ 
^an to shew signs of returrimg fife, she 
requested Sir Herbert to take charge of her, 
and having seen them to their caniage, en« 
de^vour to mediate, an(], if possible, arnica* 
bly adjiisr the difference too apparent in the 
angry looks and haughty gestures of his 
Lordship and the Captain. 

But when the Baronet endeavoured, with 
much tenderness, to release Fanny from his 
supporting arms, Moseley bade him, in no- 
very gentle tone, to desist, and suffer himself, 
who had the greatest right, to see-h^r safe 



to' Lady Milford's carriag^u' « You^ Sir/' 
addressing tli^ Captain, <^^ know mty I pre- 
sume; if SQ» you likewise know where I- 
am to be found. Your name, I understand, 
is Corbett-^Captain Corbett.*' 

'^ Of the Guards. Any letter or message 
will find me at the Cocoa-tree/' 

Th/ese words passed as his Lordship and 
the Baronet were supporting our heroine, 
more dead than alive, down stdrs ; and^ 
paving placed ;, the ladies in their carriage, 
Mo$eley, uncterstanding Sir Herbert was fol- 
lowing them into the City^ ordered his 
coachman home, and, Without invitation 
or apology, threw himself into Huntley's 
chariot. 

. Pride is an inherent and a universal prin- 
ciple; but its operations are so various, that 
a common observer will frequently mistake 
it for a different passion. In the represen- 
tative of the Grosvenor family, it was in- 
flated, consequential, imperious, and tyran- 
nical; in Lady l)rIountcastIe it had all the 
former annoying qualities^ blended with 
meanness and cunnbg ; in Lady Ann Fitz* 
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York and Vtoaeky. k ww dignified, iapub 
snre^ stiiliatriating to ^^hit was gceait and 
nbfete) and sensibly afive to insuk and aqus*^ 
tiee. Moselej fimeied kimself the mdin of 
the latter^ and a consckmii pride of not de« 
saving k-— adetenninatien to bear his doom 
with as much composure at^ hin lacerated 
^eiings wefald allow — ^actujiied his mmd 
during the last intervttw in Lombard-street. 
How &r he succeeded my readers already 
know; but they* are yet to learn, how feeble 
were his resolves, when opposed to a passion 
that preyed Ufnn his vitals, and seemed to 
exclude every ray of future happiness^ It 
was pride of consdous isfe^erti^, which sup- 
ported him during the interview ;— 4t in» 
pride qg^mdedj which bore him up at his de* 
parture; but with the cause, the effect ceased, 
and love, the most omnipotent passion of 
the soul, took full and unrivaHed possession 
of his faculties. 

To inhabit the same latitude— to breath 
the same atmosphere—without the usual in- 
tercourse, was impossible. The watering 
places held forth no temptation, for there he 



shottU be atmofed with oompavjr, and'to 
aw3id fociety was Ms d^^enosoed plan* To 
mentkm fais intended evaoiOB^ woidd nslgQct 
him to engines he wa» ill prepared to won 
suter, and remonstfao^s he was not in the 
buDicmr to heaor. Acooirdtnglyy. he drove 
frotti Lombard^stref t tio the Liveiy-slaibies^ 
where his horses were kept, and posted wkk 
the ^peed of a pursued felon to his huotsiig^ 
ICN%e in Hampshire ; horn whence, z letter 
conveyed sqme trifling excuse fear : his at^ 
sence, and an order, fot his own inomedbte 
attendant to join him without delay. Mental 
agcsiy and exacerbation, unrelieved by sodat 
intercottrse and friendly confidence^ pro* 
dttced the illness which debilitated him,, as 
we have already seen ; and nothing but a 
p^emptory order from the Earl to be pre« 
sent at the Drawing-room, could have 
brought him, late the preceding evening, to 
4 place rendered hateful by past suffering, 
and promising no hope of alleviation. 

The Countess and his father were greatly 
^K)eked at the change in Moseley 's person, 
for they were proud of their son j but Maria 



y 






sobbed upon his neck, and nearly £unt«d at 
the sight. From his parents the causes' was 
concealed ; but with his sister he had no re- 
serve ; to her, as to anothc^r self^ he copi* 
ously unfolded his tale of misery; dq>icled 
the rise and progress of his passion— his. 
hopcf^— his fears'— and final disappointment*— 
ending by. an assurance, that life was a bur* 
then ■ he could not long support^ since aU 
prospect of happiness had faded from bis 
view, ^^ and who,*' he emphatically exdaimed, 
^ can bear to be a wretch for ever !" 

Maria, with all a sister's tenderness, soothed 
his grief, and endeavoured to pour the bahn 
of consolation into his wounded bosom.-~ 
** live, my dear George,'* she pontinued, 
** for my sake ; let us be all the world to 
each other, and think no more of love, nor 
its deceitful semblance: for, with shame I 
confess, the specious arts of an hypocrite 
have too successfully practised upon my, 
peace ; but I have more pride than to break 
my heart for the ingrate, and more resolu- 
tion than to surrender finaUy to the attacks 
of a mere pretender*'' 



^^ Do I kiiow the wretch who has wronged 

you?'* 

^ Think not of him ; he is beneath 9i^ an* 
ger, or i/our resentment/* 

« Nay, but 1 do know hiita. Tis that- 
vilkun Corbett. His practices where women 
are concerned, are infamous ; and he has, if 
report lie not, more than <Hice deserved the 
diastisement I shall not fail to bestow whetf-^ 
ever we meet.** 

" My dear George! this thoughtless com- 
munication wiU make me miserable, if any^ 
consequences follow.. I was merely induced 
to the discovery by a wish to turn the cu*^ 
rent of your thoughts ; but if your preciourf" 
life be put in competition with so unworthy' 
an opponent, I shall never forgive the egotism' 
which caused it. Promise to forget the cir- 
cumstance, and to treat Corbett with th^' 
alent contempt he merits'* 
I * ** I cannot pledge myself upon so delicate 
a subject as a sister's wrongs : my conduct 
must be governed by arcumstances ; but 
diis I promise, not to seek hhn. If he in- 
trude into mtf presence, or by any^ the slightest 
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iouendo^ givte tbe worid cause to rtfdecr upoa 
ifauj I will pull his nose, although it should 
bt in Uie ibawing-room of my ^^eieign, 
whither to-morrow I am to be dri^ged 
wrety against tny wtB.' What hs^ve such 
spiritless b^ngs ad i to do with Courts^ 
VnlesS) indeed, m j shadowy fignre and eQar* 
^bfted viws^ should act as a memento mork 
a»d put the giddy throng in mind of thdjr 
latter end. But come^ my dear girl, I am 
k^qping you from your repose j my rat, 
alas! is destroyed for ever V* 

With a heavy sigh, and a look of anguidi) 
be quitted Maria's dressing-room ; but steeps 
l^hich for several weeks had made only tran* 
sient and interrupted calls^ £sivoured him not 
1^ night with a ^ngle .visit. To his 09m 
wretchedness was now added the wrongs of 
a sister, ami the vigils of the night were 
succeeded by that ghastly paleness, ^^fhkik 
locked, and nearly overcame our heroine at 
the drawing-room. 

To meet Fanny at St. James's was a mea* 
sure entirely unexpected ; ainl the psde hue 
of her expressive countenance^ added such 
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an interest talier appearance, that Moseley^ 
in any other presence, would have . floWn to 
her on. the wings of love and hope ^ for was 
it not possible their reciprocally altered looks 
might proceed from the. same cause? and, if 
^ would Lady Ann be still inflexible ? In 
this train of thmidi^ he was deeply en- 
gaged, when our heroine^s restored complex^ 
ion, and the playful vivacity of her manner^ 
convinced Mm that love, at least the love he 
coveted, had no share in the transient alter- 
ation. 

Both the carriages stopped in Lombard* 
street nearly at the same moment } but Lady 
Ifiiford, with that consideration which eves 
mvked her character^ preceded the rest of 
Ae paity ta sa^e Lady ibm the shock hec 
daughter's sangmnary appeairaoce might 
otherwise produce. The caution, however, 
bdi^ oonfiiied to Fannys proved unavailing^ 
for when she was led into the room by 
Moseley^ pale, ghastly, and disordered, her 
Ladyship's exclamation almost amounted to 
a Ari^ a$ nishii^ towards her, he threw 
himself on his kne^i, and hid his £iee in her 
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lap. Compassion and astonishment were so 
strongly excited, that words were denied, 
until the Countess, with equal presence of 
mind and good-humour, rang the bell, and 
ordered dinner to be served. This reminded 
Lady Ann of the morning's abstinence and 
fatigue, and, aft^r thanking her Ladyship^ 
she continued, '^ Rise, my dear nephew* 
and compose yourself. After our repast, 
of which, I hope, you will partake, I must 
be informed of the . nature of the dborder 
which has thus visibly reduced you; and,: 
perhaps, an old woman's prescriptkni» though 
ridiculed by the fiscuky, may not., be ateo^. 
gether inefficacious. In the country we are 
found useful, and a Doctress in full practicor: 
may sometimes be preferred to a male {irac< 
titioner without that advantage.'' 

Fanny, who had . retired to disencumberv 
herself of her hoop, joined • theov not again 
till dfinner was announced, which Lady Mil-, 
ford and the Baronet endeavoured tp rendear 
as ch^rful as circunEistances would alkiw*^ 
But maiigre their endeavoursi, . i(: was the. 
most, melancholy meal Fanny *ever - remem- 
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bered, and one to which the least honour 
was paid* Lady Ana and Mr. Strictland 
recommended the varioui; dishes^ and carved 
and dissected with their accustomed skill; 
the CkHintess and Sir Herbert praised the 
cobkery, and endeavoured to set a good ex- 
ample ; but all proved vain; feeling had 
destroyed appetite, and no effort could re- 
store it. 

When the servants had withdrawn, Lady 
Ann invited Moseley to ^ tete-a-tete in her 
dressing room, and Lady Milford had notice 
that her woman waited her commands in 
Miss Fitz-York's apanmpnt, ^Lead the 
way then, Frances, .^ repUed her Ladyship,, 
the papers speak loudly in praise of Court 
dresses, for their beauty and elegance ; and. 
they ought to possess . sooie advantages, to 
make amends to the weaver for their want 
of comfbrt. I never so truly feel the luxury 
of a robe de chambre as on the evening of 
a Court-day-" 

Mr. Strictlioid bebg lef^'^^one with the 
BitCMiet, wasanxio&siof^^an elucidation o£ 
Fanny's stained dress, and Lord Moseley's 
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altered looks ; to which be received all the 
mformation Sir Herbert was enipo^^ed 
to give, but that amounted to very little. 
" Moseley" he continued, " -^ never opened . 
his lips during our drive, except once to kn- 
precate Corbett, against whom he ishews an 
diversion altogether unaccountable. The 
town indeed ha^ affianced hini to Ladf 
Maria, but that simply, could never have 
produced the scene we witnessed this morn- 
ing; had he paid lover4ike attentions to 
Miss Fit^-York, Mose!ey-s. Irritaticm would 
have been natiiraBy accounted for, but it 
now carries an aSr of petplexiiy I ani by no 
means competent tf^ explain.'^ ' 
- The party^ soon afterwards atsembted in 
the drawing-room, but Moseley did not ap» 
fiear to have received mueh comfort fromi Ms 
atmt*s conversation. He wad stfl) low vA 
splrittess, nor could aR Lady Milford^s good* 
humoured raillery, though she outdid hefseif 
in order to raise the spirits of the contfiaifjr', 
produce a stn^e smile ; and when die car* 
riages were announced,aseparaticMi seemed te 
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give general relnf to tbose, who never hi* 
theito parted without regret. 

Lady iVnn's conference with her nephew 
was equally decisive as the laistj but it now 
aasnmed a fqatiureof more tenderness, arising 
fro0i jij^ysical associations. To have shewn 
Stt^^ or resctntment towards such a combir 
nation of bodily debility would have been as 
Iktfe co|t9onant with her Ladyship's charac- 
t€r, a$ to accept of the &mily reference which 
be strongly urged. ^^ I decidedly object^*' she 
obfiervedy ^^ to the app^l you speak of j not 
merdy becai^se I know it would be unavailf 
itig ^ Were it po^ble it^ould be otherwise^ 
my concurrence would never be obtained to ^. 
unifm m^^ed but not soJkiied^ Miss Fits;- 
ITcfl^ must nev^ so enter muff family. Ladjr^ 
Mottutcastle and I are already too closely 
aUiedij^nless Qur minds wese more in unisoii^ 
a nearer conmsxiw would only increase the 
dissordy and «aiifie lendless vibrations, as un- 
^atefol^to . the , ear» as repugnant to every 
sentdment (that :beai:& ii{>on pea<:9 or domestic 
com^cHsk. lam cono^i^ on your account; 
my; dear George^ that le^yi^g and propriety 
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are so much at variance ; but the unwelcome 
truth takes you not by surprise. You have 
long known both my sentiments and my de- 
termined resolution; and had you timely 
acted upon them, much, I think I may 
say, all your present misery would have been 
spared, and our happiness greatly increased 
by the social intercourse which existing dr* 
cumstances now necessarily forbid. You 
are at present corporeally weak, in conse* 
quence of your recent illness ; the mind na- 
turally sympathizes with the body, and for 
the moment loses its tone and energy ; but 
the restoration of one, will be the recovery 
of both, and reason having leave to act, 
will point out the futility of grasping at 
shadows ? the weakness of wishing for what 
is unattainable; and the possibility of happi* 
neiss, independent of your cousin. Lov^e is 
not the imperious passion romantic boys and 
girls are apt to pdnt it ; in well-regulated 
minds it is subject to reason, and under the 
controul of virtue. I have felt much coa* 
sdous pleasure in the ties that unite.us ; my 
nephew has hitherto been my pride and 
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boast ; and I trust this single weakness will 
not have power to destroy his claims ; but 
that, rising superior to mere sense, and the at 
present weakened powers of imagination, 
he will confirm the good opinion of one, 
who feels disposed to respect as much as she 
loves him." 

ft 

Moseley continued the argument by shift- 
ing his ground within the precincts of his own 
immediate happiness. Egotism was general- 
ly speaking foreign to his Lordship's charac- 
ter ; but despair of working upon Lady 
Ann s feelings by any engine less powerful 
than pity, induced the trial ; and had not her 
child^s honour and iiiture peace been dearer 
than her own, he would have succeeded. 
That point, however, distanced every other 
consideration, and left Lord Moseley's elo* 
quence so far behind, that little hope remain- 
ed of ever reaching the wished for goal; 
and that little depended upon contingencies 
so remote and improbable, that a mind less 
energetic^-^a disposidon less ^sanguine and 
prolific, would have given up the cause in 
despair. 
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CHAP. V. 

THE HIGHWAYMAN IDENTIFIED.— A FORGERY 

fUtLY PROVED. THE SINOLB MARRIED, 

AND THE MARRIED SINGLE. 

Thji Counsel cetsined in the cause Stokes 
and Leigh, versus the Earl of Milford, as 
executor of Fredrick Grosvenor ; was a^an 
calculated ta farther Mrs. Stdies's plans, ai- 
tbov^h he had been unetjuivocallyinfenned 
of the forgerjr. But this Brierly care&lif 
concealed; fully aware that a secret is safer 
in the keeping of two, than if more widely 
dinsulged; and that practices which involve 

si- 

tx>th reputation and life should be hidden 
from the world with the most scrupulous 
can ; since reputsition-^-at least the zppezt^ 
aaoe of it'-^^renders fife more valuable, eves 
to those Mdiose ooasdence gives the lie to 
the sauling imposture conveyed by thecoun^ 
tenance. 
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In Mn Archer^ Lord Milford's man of bi> 
sinessy the mo$t perfect intelligence united 
with the greatest probity. Suspicions he 
certainly had of foul play, b^t they were 
unsubstantiated ; all his researches could not 
prove actual guilt; and unless their » own 
conduct at the trial convicted theni, he 
despaired of a successful issue. 

Character was decidedly against the pls^tUr 
tiff Stokes and her Attorney,. for the suborn-j 
ed perjury was a theme of universal discus^ 
sion ; but he was too liberal to wish a jury 
should be swayed by that. circumstance, and 
too tender to urge it in any case. A few 
.days, however, would terminate his uncer- 
tainty, and Lord Milfords vexation ; and 
wh^her the cause was carried for, or against 
him, was a matter of perfect indifference to 
the Peer; all his Lordship's exacerbation 
arising from the vulgarity of his opponents, 
and the little likelihood there once appeared 
of tlie Earl of Milford's name coming in cour 
tact with that of Hannah Stokes and hef 
illegitimate . offspring. . 1 

Brierly having been successful in obtaining 
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bail for himself and bis client, on the Bdw<* 
Street business, Mrs. Stokes determined to 
be in Court during the trial, which was to 
secure her a competence independent of 
ixmtroul, and enable her to return tothatcoun- 
try where females, with the advantage of a to- 
ieraUe person, are sought after with an avidity 
unknown in thiBse cold phlegmatic regions; 
and where she knew there remained many 
wealthy superannuated dotards, out of whom 
her meridian charms could extract the spark 
of desire, which by good management would 
rekindle the torch of Hymen, and place her 
in a situation elevated 36 h^ own ambition.. 
Castle building is p^haps the most plea^u^ 
Irable empk>yment of the mind* Beyond a 
doubt it caused a truly felicitous sensation in 
the bosom of Hannah Stokes; but her fabric 
was erected on a sandy foundation, and mi 
by the vf ry means employed to raise it. On 
the d^y destined to make, or mar her 
fortune for ever, this woman of enterprize 
%j^eaired in the Court of King's Bench,accom- 
]panied by her son, so called, and both dressed 
with the nicest care and circum[spection< 
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firierly andlief Cmmsdi^the ^lubbliag^ cno- 
ulAg sopdbbter BiaxiiUe, Ijocjc their places id 
full confideiice of maccess: and indeed the 
claimsof his CHeiAs werisso clearly itiade out 
by the btter<^iidbodydeg^ng the sigilattire 
of Frederick GrosMenDr^-^that the judge 
omtdonly wonder defendant's Coa&»^ Would 
wffer the ^^ause to* be brought Into Court. 
^Have you any t^^g %o sdlege, Mr. Sekjeant," 
continued he, ^why jodgn^ent should not go 
against Defenditflt ?' 

Nodbing, my lord^ k the oise df Slaintxff 
Stokes. But the other p^rtjf^ Frcclerick 
Leigfa^ must be produced before we can 
a.wat^ ^im^the isum mtodoned in UieBomL" 
** Have you any doubt of hi« existence ?'* . 
*« We doubt Ills identity, my k)?d* The 
peiTBoici Stdkes brings forward as her son 
we liave reason to suppose an impostor." 

U^eAfy to hide bis <x)iiiusion, pretended to 
-be tddng fiEHM^tes; but BramUe, unoon* 
^dbw of the deception, enquii^ed upon what 
gtbttadstbe iinpo^tUre rested? The young 
gefttfeman^ he believed, had been recognized 
by the late Mr# (^osvenor as^is sonj indeed 
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the Bond clearly proved it ; he had been H* 
berally educated in full expectation of the 
ample provision made by his father, and who 
wduld be bold enough to deny his birth ? 

'•I deny it," replied Mr. Stricdand. 

^^ This is coming to the point at once,'' re- 
joined Bramble/ ^^ but how a stranger, who 
appears to , have dropt in by accident, can 
pretend to know my Client better than his 
own Mother, I cannot devise/' 

" I never said I knew him,*' replied Mr. 
Stricdand. " Oii the contrary, I deny all 
knowledge of your Client^ though I am inti- 
mately acqtiainted with Frederick Leigh; 
and will produce him to the ccmfusion of the 
impostor and his abettors." 

" You speak very deddedly,** said Bramble; 
^ but give me leave to observe, my lord, that 
if an imposition must attach somewhere, *tis 
sutely as natural to suppose Ai^FrederickLeigh 
the impostor as ours, who onnes before us un- 
der avowed maternal protection^ and has the 
image of bis father stampeduponhisforehead**' 

'* You knew the late Mr. Grosvenor, thenr 
observed the learned Serjeant. 
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^^Qh! intin^ety," relied Bramble. 

*^ And yet there are those/' continued the 
Serjeant, " who say no two people were ever 
more un&ke. But resemblance is in general 
80 merely matter of opimon, that we waire 
that . in your £ivour9 althou^ we do not 
aBow the most striking similitude,. often the 
work of: chance, to prove descent. A mo- 
ther's assertion would doubtless hare, great 
Weight in a less interested case; but here her 
evidence comes in a questionable shape-?— in a 
form the most suspicious~^elf interest, and 
a thirst for gain.'' 

**What ether proof ,•• interrogated the 
Jfuc^e, ^^ have you that Plaintiff Leigh is the 
person mentioned in the Bond V 
t ** We are not/* rq^lied Bramble, **at pre- 
set prepared to axmwer furthar on this point, 
not eaq^eddng any^ other evidence would be 
necessary ; but, doubtless, many people may 
identify his person.'' 

Mrs*. Stokes, who dreaded procrastination, 
tiumght it necessary noW to interfere; accor- 
£nglyi^rose,%nd, without the smallest em- 
barrassment, introduced herself and: her coA- 
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panion^ ais the, ^iptiirm thofl; action, and 
sidifed^LordPortiikaQ^ wh0 li»i beat^ Iter/son's 
tfSiMUif^ compMNm, WiOitld idencify faim. 

Mr. Stricthnd; was prapaKfid for an appedb 
of tiiifi nature from the doiiTeisation held at 
iLond Mil£cird?s ; aad hgd prevailed upon the 
Nobknian, ih^ questkm to acoompany^ him. 
^^Fortanatdyy*' he i^lbd, ^^Loxd.Portmaniir 
now in court; and will deubtbas QBtal)&& 
the suj^o^ FcBdcidc Leigh's dyrns, or ea^ 
^ tiretyi9et them- aside* H«ve tke goodness^ my 
Ibrd^.to dtoiare who and^at that yoBng 
man really is/' 

^ Tom Smith, my dwdiwnt valet,*^ re- 
p&ad his LordsUp^ <' T&e huihasan aspiring 
geniusi^ but I nswr dmamt his aanbitiQn 
would baye- soared to im prei^nt height;. He 
quitted my scrvke six maaldis :3^^ fyt, pvac* 
tides not necesKuy now. to 4nmlge^ but whidk . 
p^evented^my giviug him a cbau^actser.'* 

At the beginning of this speech,. Mrs*. 
Stokes with difficulty choked' ott exdama- 
tbn wUcIl had riBen; to^ faea? tongue; But^ 
when his Lordiship ceased, Ibe loudly im«». 
peached hisr veracity, and declared them all 



in a [dot to wrong a helpless womui and bar 
duUL 4. strong hysteric^ caused b;^ mortified 
pride and vexation^ fdlowed, but her late 
supposed son, far from rendering assistance, 
made a precipitate retreat ; and going straight 
to their lodging; dispossessed it of whatever 
was portable, and fled from the punishment 
his late imposture deserved, and Lord Port- 
man's lenity bad hitherto spared. Soon as 
the confrision occasioned by Mrs. Stokes's 
illness had subsided, Mr. Strictland asked 
leave to produce the real son of Mr. Grosve- 
nor. When, behold ! the poor deserted boy 
whose life or death, happiness or misery, were 
to his mother objects of indifference, until her 
late fraudulent intentions made his appearance 
necessary to further her plans, appeared iju 
the person of the hi^wayman ! Yes, courte- 
ous reader ! the robber of Hapnah Stoker — 
was Hannah Stokes's son!] Theperson to whom 
she owed all her late disgrace and shame, waa 
the o£^pring of her former licentiousness III 
Thus was the unnatural parent punished 
through the medium of her devoted child* 
r-Justly punished for cruelty, whereby was 
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laidatrain of evils that, in other circumstances,^ 
zbight have terminated fatally both to herself 
and the wroi^ed object of her desertion. 

Modest embarrassment, resulting from re- 
collections the most painful, tinged the 
young man's cheeks. No information had 
hitherto met his ear that the female, whom 
he unlawfully dispossessed of her property, 
and whom mistaken restitution had subse- 
quently involved in dishonour and infamy, 
was the being to whom he owed his ex* ' 
istence, and who was now endeavouring, by 
deceit and imposition, to rob hini of his 
birth-right. A contrariety of feelings, pain- 
fully oppressive, without one pleasurable 
tinge to soften their asperity, bowed him to 
the earth. His criminality, though unknown, 
or known to few, wanted that support 
which a conscience void of offence never 
seeks in vain. Though oppressed by worldly 
power, and scorned by worldly men, virtue 
and rectitude of conduct will keep the mind 
from sinking, and sustain the body with 
well-assured firmness ; but Frederick Leigh^ 
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by deviating from the paths of honesty^ lost 
his own confidence'; and oppressed with a 
sense of shame, and more than, ever disgusted 
with the author of his existence, he looked 
the image of woe» and kept his eyes rivetted 
on the floor. 

" What proof have we/' enquired the 
Serjeant, ^' that this person is not likew^' a 
cheat?" , 

'^ A round unvarnished tale/* replied Mr. 
Strictland. ^^ His name-— and I would add, 
an uncommon resemblance to the late Mr. 
Grosvenor, if the learned ^Counsellor had 
not made the same observation in favour of 
an admowledged 'impostor. I knew the 
deceased well — his sister^ thie Lady Anu Fitzs* 
York» pronounces him her brother's ^c- 
5mtife-— his mother's evidence, I suppose, will 
not be admitted ; but if any other person in 
court remembers Mr. Grosvenor, we are 
willing to abide by their decision/' 

Mr. Archer recollected him, and confessed 
the resemblance, although it was. against the 
interest of his client. 

^^ Since thi$ very material pcont is settled 
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ih our hvoxxp,^ said: Goao^^or Bramble, 
Iddking triumpbamly at hid- adTersaries ; '* it 
remains to shew cause why Stdkes andLeigb 
tiiay iiot claiib upoH the bond." 

*^ I fear Mre must. 2SI0W their dahns,'* im- 
plied the Serjeant, ^^ since all enquiry in the 
tbwn of Beverley has faikd in substantiating 
what, we had every reason to suppose, 3 
forgery. The attorney and the two sub- 
scribing witnesses are dead ; the clerk, \^ho 
is said 'to have engrossed the deeds^ has emi» 
grated ; and aH who are acquainted with tbe 
band-writing of ^the deceased, are obliged to 
own the signature. The bond in favour of 
l^okeji seems to have had several^ words 
ei^ased ; but, on the nicest scrutiny, nothing 
appears substituted that makes either for or 
against us.** 

At the dose of this speech, and whilst 
Briefly was addressing his Lordship, the Ser- 
jeant held the paper against the lights as if 
to examine th^e erasures more dosely ; when, 
to the sUrpriise of the Court, he exclaim^, 
** The hidden things of darkness are, in a 
miraculous manner, brought to light 1 ' Kna- 
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veiy is foiled by its own weapcnip! For the 
very insCrument used to facilitate this scheme 
of iniquity^ cries aloud against them» £x- 
amiiie it, my Lord* The bonds are dated 
several years before ^ the rags which formed 
this paper went into the milL The former 
bear the "" year I8O29 and the water-mark 
upon the latiter declares it to have been mar 
nufacturedin ISII, therefore we shall trou* 
ble your Lordship no longer with the Pkun* 
i^t but bespeak your judgment when they 
appeat before you as Ikjendants.^ 

Mrs. Stokes was intantly taken into cus* 
tody^ Her son^ alias Tom Smithy had, as 
we before observed^ escaped ; but a warrant 
was granted to seize his person^ and also the 
body of Brierly, whom Mrs. Stokes accused 
as the sole instigator and author of the for- 
gery. £ut he likewise left the court as soon 
as he saw the turn matters were likely to 
take, and was never heard of afterwards. 
Mrs. Stokes lay in gaol till the next Old 
Bailey Sessions ; when the Earl of Milford 
i:efusing to appear against her, she was dis- 
charged ; but only exchanged one place of 
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confinement ifor another. The trial of Ro- 

biert Greenwood was still pending. It stood 

' over till the event of Lord Miiford*s ca^se 

• 

was decidJKl; but the business at length 
coming on, the perjured witness was sen- 
tenced to stand in the pillory, and Mrs. 
Stokes's punishment remitted to the refund- 
ing five hundred pounds to Lady Milford : 
Brierly, as appeared by the male culprit's 
declaration, being the ostensible mover and 
cause of the perjury. In fact, she was the 
tool which he, workman-tike, turned and 
guided to the accomplishment of those 
schemes which proved his final overthrow ; 
and drove him from his native land, unpi- 
tied and unlamented^ even by his nearest 
connexions. 

Before we quit objects so ungrateful to 
the mind of feeling and sensibility, we 
must advert to two circumstances, nearly 
connected with the personages of whom we 
are now writing. That duty performed, 
we shall return to our heroine with renewed 
pleasure, from the necessity which has too 
long deprived us of her company. 
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The day after Mrs. Stokes's* re- commit- 
meht, a stranger requested an interview 
upon business of moment ; and> being ad- 
.niitted^ presented to the astonished gaze of 
the prisoner, the man whose reported death 
bad first kindled the fire of ambition in her 
mind, and whose unwelcome return would 
Tob her of the annuity settled by Major 
Stokes on her as his wife. The sum, which 
once appeared in her eyes a paltry pittance, 
now there was a chance of losing it, increased 
. iti value with every second thought ; until, 
at length, the ample provision was mentioned 
as a motive for silence ^ and a moiety of it 
for his sole and separate use promised, on 
condition, that no informatioip whatever 
should reach Major Stokes of Serjeant Mel- 
lor's return to life and his native country. 
This he promised to reflect upon, and in 
answer co enquiries, resulting from curiosity 
rather than solicitude, gave her a long, but 
uninteresting narrative, which we shall com- 
prise in a few words. 

The enemy, finding some sparks of life 
reinaining, carried hin& to their camp. A 
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long imprisonment followed ; but 2Ui opjpor- 
tunity of escape presenting itself^ he availed 
himself of it, and worked his passs^e in the 
last fleet for England* Passing through 
Westminster-haU) chance and curiosity led 
him into the Court of Kingfa-Bench^ which 
be was upou the point of quitting, when 
Mrs. Stokes addressing the court, he rec(^« 
nised his wife. This gave an interest to' the 
cause it before wanted^ and' detained him 
until its final issue, and the place of her con^- 
finement were made known* '^ But give 
ipe," he continued, " a faithful account of 
your fortunes since we parted; and, per- 
haps, I may be of use in squeezing something 
further out of the man you call husband. 
What's his character and fortune; and 
where his residence ? Tou must be fair and 
above board, if you expeCt either my con* 
currence in your past plans, or assistance in 
future." 

. Mrs. Stokes's narrative was of consider- 
able length; with truth and falsehood so 
ingeniously blended, that Mellor thought 
her ^^ more sinned against, than sinning.;'' 
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and pFDtnSsed to reflect upon what would 

turn to tbeir mutual advantagB. 

' *• ft *. «. . • 

Tom Smithy after ransacking his quondam 
mother's lodging, pondered. on the probabi** 
litjT of securing a maintenance, without again 
having recourse to servitude* Priscilla Gas- 
kdly during their short acquaintance, had 
been as coming as any young man could: 
wish. In their unreserved conversation, 
she made a vulgar boast ^^ of the unlimited 
influence her mother possessed; that her 
will was the supreme law at Gaskell^house } 
and that her father durst no more contra* 
diet her^ than he durst put his hand into the' 
fire/* 

These, and many such unlady-like obser- 
vations, would have disgusted a man of the 
least feeling or refinement ; but Tom Smith 
neither objected to the sentiments or Ian* 
guage. That wives should govern th^r 
husbands, he knew was no uncommon case,, 
though he determined never to subimit to 
petticoat sway. in his own person; and c£ 
the indelicacy of making him a party in the 
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disputes of Mr. and Mrs. Gaskell he was no 
judge, since the decencies of wdl-bred peo- 
ple had never come under his own imme- 
diate observation, nor had reading helped to 
enlarge his mi/id. For though he had pro- 
fited in his juvenile days from a Sunday 
school ; and could read a play»bill, or write 
a letter with as little bad spelling as most of 
his fraternity, yet, as any thing beyond this 
was voted a bore amongst the enlightened 
inmates of the housekeeperVroom, Tote 
cheerfully joined in decrying what was be- 
yond his abilities, and left the improvement 
of the mind to those poor creatures who 
know nothing of life. But though unlet- 
tered, he had common sense enough to 
know that Mrs. Gaskell's power — if he could 
see her before the late discovery became 
public — might influence his future fortunes, 
and that his marriage with the daughter of 
a person of property, must eventually pro- 
duce competence, especially from a man of 
such feeling and consideration as his in- 
tended father-in-law was reported to be. 
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without allowing any thing to his wife's 
authority. 

Full of this scheme— which was formed 
in a much shorter time than we have taken 
in reporting it— Tom was comfortably seated 
in the Exeter-coach, ere Hannah Stokes — 
alias Mellor-^had taken full possession of 
her new apartment ; and, in something less 
than a week, Lady Ann received the follow- 
ing letter from her old and highly-respected 
neighbour. 

'^ My dear Madam, 

" When the mind is burthened, it natu- 
rally seeks relief by communication ; and, 
except to your friendly bosom, I know not 
where to fiy for sympathy. Our worthy 
Curate sorrows over the remains of his 
lamented parent; but my lamentations are 
for the living, not the dead, and spring from 
a source the most grievous — the foBy and 
degeneracy erf a wife and daughter.— Pris- 
dlla, by hef mother's connivance, has con« 
nected herself with a man of low birth, 
without education, and of very suspicious 
prindples; even to the being whom Mrs. 
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Stokes endeavoured to impose upon the pub- 
lie as the oi6Fspring of your deceased brother* 
*^ He introduced himself on the strength 
of supposed affinity, at a tincie when I was 
unfortunately absent; though I know not 
that my presence would have made anf 
material di&rence ; and imposed upon the 
credulity of my family by an artful tale of 
the Earl of Milford having acknowledged 
his brother's child, with a proviso, that he 
should be given up to his sole care. That 
his Lordship's authority was to commence 
by sending him abroad in an official capa- 
city} but the love he bore his cousin Fris*^ 
dUa, was paramount to ev^y other conade« 
ration, and rather than lose her, he would 
Ibrego every idea of his uncle's protection* 
^f UnfEHTtunately," he added, ^' Mr. Gaskett 
has taken an unaccountable dislike to me, 
which will prevent, or at least po^ponei ^^^ 
ntiptials, since it would require time to 
correct his ill<-founded antipathy ; and, in the. 
mean while, I shall be hurried into a foreign 
land, and, perhaps, forced ta submit to a 
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xBercenary miurria^, or forfeit: the Esurrs 
£t¥Our for ever.** 

^ This improbaUe fiction had its intended 
effect. Ambition^ 3nd» I doubt nQt> st spirit 
of rebellion against me, brought matters to 
$ speedy conclusion ; a license was j^ocured 
^-•the indtssolttble knot tied'^-and the day 
be left Tremorne, an account of the trial 
Appeared at full length in the papers. Han* 
nah Stokes' and Tom Snath's origin w^e 
espoesed-^the imposition intended to defraud 
the Earl of Milferd clearly pointed out«-«^ 
and the person of PriadUa s husband acctt* 
rately described) with a reward for his sfK 
prohension. This^ I have no doubt, hurried 
UiB: from Tremcme* 

<« When the above particulars met my 
aaloaished ear». I hqped to have proved the 
invalidity of their marriage, by its being 
adbmnized under a^ false name, But that 
bope left me when, examining the regtster* 
I found Thomas Smith inserted, and that my 
daughter was the laiwful wi£ei of an unprin** 
ci|died. vagabond Since the newspaper inform 
mation, the females of my family have beea 
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sullen and taciturn; No confidence is re- 
posed — no consolation required-— I am 
treated as though guilt attached to me, and 
they were the innocent victims of my im- 
prudence. 

" What to decide upon I know not. The 
llre-side, which to a man of my habits would 
have been paradise with a citable compa- 
nion, is, by my ill-assorted nuptials, a curse t 
But I have brought it upon niyself. The 
sins of my youth are punished with retri- 
butive justice ; and a consciousness of de- 
serving it, has made me submit to indig- 
nities and insults, I once thought my nature 
.incapable of bearing. But every feeling has 
its boundary ; mine have reached the limits 
of forbearance, and one other step sets me 
beyond their influence; but that step shall 
be decisive. 

^* Mrs. Gaskell and her daughters would 
be much happier, I am wdi assured, would 
death free them from a husband and a 
£&ther } and why should I exist a living wo- 
Bument of their hatred and my own ab- 
horrence? I have sacrificed enough. to the 
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world's opinion ; but could I have rendered 
those respectable, for whom the offering was 
made, I would still have dragged the chain 
which fetters me. That being impossible, I 
am resolved to cast it off, and live hence- 
forward separate from those, whose service is 
worse than an Egyptian bondage, and whose 
conversation grates upon the ear, and har* 
rpws up the feelings beyond any idea your 
Ladyship can have formed ; because hap- 
pily you have been exempt from the tire- 
someness of folly, and the provocations of 
turbulence. May you ever be a stranger 
to what would disturb the happy- serenity of 
your mind ; and live a blessing to all around 
you> and blessed to the utmost extetit of 
your own wishes. 

'^ I have the honour to remain, Madam, 
with the most perfect esteem, 

** Your Ladyship's faithfuUy 
" devoted Servant, 

" J ■ Gaskell. 

** Gaskell'Himse, 
" May lAth, 1612." 

Serjeant Mellor, after giving one night t( 
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reflecttoti, po^d down into l>evonsliif e, tfid 
introduced himself to the Major as a rdbi-^i 
tion of Mrs. Stokes. The old gentlematl " 
fired at the name, and informed Mellor he 
never again wished to see Mrs. StoTces or ^ 
any of her kindred. 

^* Then yonr honour is not very happy in 
the connection ? Her first husband, Seijeant 
Meljior, found her a bitter pill, and Hannah 
has not forgotten her former pranks, I 
dare say.** 

•* Her first husband, Sir, was Captoin Md- 
lor, in the East India service ; and as to her 
former pranks^ as you facetiously call them, 
they are ripened into crimes— crimes of the 
most atrocious nature ! Would I hadn^ver 
known her !^' 

** What would you give the man who 
should defease you from her ?" 

" I have released myself, at the expense 
of two hundred a year, Which she forfeits, 
if she comes widiin twenty miles of my 
residence.'* 

" But what would you give the person 
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who should release you lawfully, and for 
ever^ both from her and the annuity ?" 

** Do you mean seriously ?** 

^* I do. Sir, and will act in the same 
manner." 

" Then you wiH be entitled to my ever- 
' lasting gratitude, and a thousand pounds of 
lawful money/* 

** Make it fifteen hundred, and I am your 



man." 



*' A bargain. Now what do you pro-* 
pose ?" 

^* Draw up a few lines, and when we have 
both signed it, I will open my plans.* 

This was instantly completed ; but when 
the Major saw Mellor's name and profession 
under-written, he exclaimed, *' Whto are 
you?" 

** The lawful husband^ your Honour, of 
Hannah Mellor, now Stokes, and, by your 
bounty, master of fifteen hundred pounds ; 
part of which I'H expend in a commission, 
and the rest in lottery tickets." 

" Serjeant Mellor, you are the most agree- 
able visitor I have received for some time ; 
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and my "butler shall make you welcome to 
all the hospitalities of Pine Lodge. By your 
means I am once more a single man ; and 
have now nothing to contend against but 
gout, bile, dropsy, jaundice, and a variety of 
the worm tribe, — trifles light as air, com- 
pared to the mischiefs caused by a bad wo- 
man, or the misery of being linked to a 
virago. But I beg pardon for speaking with 
such freedom of your wife. Usage has ren- 
dered that familiar, which would now be 
impertinent ; but with gratitude for my 
release, I promise neyer to be guilty of a 
similar offence." 

Mellor hastened back to London with as 
* much speed, and more vivacity, than he left 
it } and again visiting his wife's prison, 
learnt her transaction with the Jew, and 
likewise that fifty pounds was all that re- 
mained of the money thus procured — that 
$he was in debt at her lodging, and to vari- 
ous shop-keepers " Oh, let them whistle 

for their money," interrupted Mellor. " As 
my mfe, you have nothing to fear from cre- 
ditors of that description ; and I shall keep 
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out of their own way for my own iake. Att 
we have to ai^ange is this c-^-^ed business with 
L^dy MilfOrd, — ^That settled, and once more 
at liberty, ybu nM^t make the best shift; ^ou 
can with the Major's paltry annuity-^^rio part 
of which I shs^ JOb y^Qu of— having, I think, 
interest enough to' procure an ensigncy m 
some regiment abroad. Our first concern- 
must be to get you out of this infernal 
place, for which purpose I am going to liiord 
Milford's splicit;or, a^id may, perhaps, be able 
to compropiise matters; at any rs^te, hcire 
you cantiqt remain* A prison is, gjeneratly 
^aking, inhabited by the j>oor, but it requires 
a rkk man's reyenue to live in it. Expect 
m^ again tomorrow; me^fi time support 
yp^r spirits by the expectation of freedom/'. 
. Previous to Mellor's interview with his 
wife, he had seen the EarlV attorney, and 
found him by no m^ans averse to accommo* 
dfition. But, previous to the final adjustr 
ment, the Serjeant thought it pepessary to 
sound the depth of the pi:i$on€ir's purse, smd 
Uk;ewise the extent of h^r debts ; to which 
he Juiew himself liable as soon as the late> 

• • ■» 
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trsuisjcdon became puUk. Fot this he Was^ 
however, provided, having purdiased a com* 
aiiMioii 2Xkd secured his passs^ in an £ast 
Indiaman, prior to his visiting the prison a 
second time 

That he should interest himself about hia^ 
wife'ft liberation, pftrticuldrly at the expence 
of two hundred and • ififty pounds-— the sum 
Mr. Archer agreed to accept-^arose from no 
motives of love, but some small remains of 
ftelifig— some little compunction for robbing 
h« of the anhuity.— To have left her ftf 
priMA, would have been an tulded aggrava* 
tion— -a dimax of cruelty, that even MeHor 
would have shuddered at ; though how she 
was to live when restored to society never 
produced an anxious thought. He knew 
her enterprising—he felt also that her natu- 
ral abilities greatly exceeded his own-^-^and 
with such advantages, what could impede 
her progress in the attainment of that com- 
petence she had before so skilfully attained f 
Tlidugh yoi^tte Was fled, her person had lost 
none of its attraction } and as that had sue* 
d^ssfully aided her on a former occasioo, 
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r Ar v4 ft less learned in matrimonial manoeuvres^ 
I a cost I might she not achieve^ with necessity 
ID JEjrt fhet her invention, and experience for 
fison a juide ? 

b these powerful auxiliaries he left his 
ut Ii/^ ^.specting Avife» after conducting her to a 
pence all apartment, better suited to her real 
SUBS kn supposed prospects— left her, as fate 
DO rdained, for ever! — ^For during the pas- 
I of iigi to S(MXi&cty, b a fit of deliriam, he 
log' #irew himself out of the tthhi-wiadawr, and 
wtts never sem i&0t^xd%. 
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CHAP VI. 



AN A8SASSIIMATI0K.--*TH£ LOST WIFE 
FOUHB. — AND A DUEL. 

* 

« 

Fanny with perfect candour detailed to Ladjr 
Ann and her Guardian the unplesisant ad«- 
veqture at St. James's, without atteniptlDg 
to conceal her feelings at the moment, or her 
appi^ehensions of future Qonsequences. The 
person to whom most blame attached, she 
conceived to be Captain Corbett; because, 
though his Lordship^s conduct was hasty and 
precipitate — perhaps a little rude— it by no 
means merited the opprobrious epithet be- 
stowed by the former ; and fully justified her 
Cousin's subsequent conduct. '^ But the 
result,'* she continued^ *^I tremble to rieflect 
upon." 

" The laws of modern honour,* observed 
Mr. Strictland, ^are arbitrary^ and compel 



FAimY FITZ-YGRK. 1^7 

» 

man to take away the life of a fellow crea^^ 
ture^ or perhaps loose his own, on the most 
frivolous pretences. 'It is a law neither 
subject to the powers, of reason, nor under 
the controiil of judgment — ^neither recog- 
hiasable on principles of justice or religion. 
It originated in revenge, was continued by 
pride and vain glory, and owes its present 
popularity to^ cowardice, or a lack of courage 
to encounter the blame of fools» 

To- send, or accept a challenge, is no evi- 
dence of the trutli of any cause. TTie von- 
q4«»hed h ds frequently the iajur^ party ' as 
rile vanquisher ^ and in a matter that rests so 
entirely upon acddent---^or at least ought 
ta'do so^ for the man who d^ehds upon 
known superior skiO is little better than an 
assassin-^where diaQce I say, is the arbitbr, 
life dispute might with ats much justice, and 
RN)]^ reg^d' to the laws of sodtty, be set-< 
ikd by drawing loto or a case of the dfe«^ 
But my desHT young friend, I trust your fisatdt 
oi future oonsequenoes zre grouncBess/ U 
Oaipt^n : Ccurbietr descended to abuse. Lord' 
Moieley'b cha&^fsement fuBy replied to it*; 
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aod I sbovld hope settled the accottiit» 
** errors excepted^" as we say in the city." 

At this mon^ent Mrs. Blooinfield rushed 
into the room, and with much agitation ia 
her loQk$*-*though whether pain or pleasure 
was the predominant feeling would be hard 
to decid&--<:ried out 'Vhe^s shot in the Sknise 
of Commons!" 

' ^' Shot !" exclaimed the trio, at the sama 
moment J "Who?'* 

*^ Perdval,'' replied the widow. ^ Killed 
by an assassin I 

'^ Had I' guided his hand» the pistol should 
have been pointed dbeicrhere } but thai b«^ 
tween ourselves. What dSoct his death wiU 
have on the body politic I know »ot» but W4 
heye at all events one coMiPoiEt to d^ng tp«'* 

'' What 18 that r '' en^|wred Mr. Strictland* 

^^ That vire caimcit change for the wor^^ 
P«rdvall, if rqport may be credited^ wai^ a^ 
anuable private character^ and might hay^ 
been a uaefol public one» had he remsuined in 
his formjsr station. But ambkimi threw oub 
hires^he was to6 weak to resist, and that 
weaknes follow^ him through the whcde of 



liis mitHsteriad careen Aiaanmaybeagoo^ 
husband—a worthy hihsst — % bdnevd^t 
Master^-a sisicQre fiieiid~^and ^ v^ry bad 
statMimn. Dbmestic virtues are highly 
budaUe m themselves ; but tn the pilot who 
steers our national bark, we look for quaUfih 
cationa c^ a different compleidon. To the 
virtues of Perdva!, should be added an ex 
diislve regard for the welfare pf his couotry^ 
' to which zW other views ought to be su^or* 
dinate. But how has this regard beeu fiihewn 
by the deceased ? It has evinced itself by 9 
decreased po|;>ulaliQn — ad iippoverishe^ re* 
yenue-^a starving pecq)le— and the misery 
of thousands of ^individuals, who deplore 
the loss of husbands»-&thers— 4nrothe|v-— 
and friends in this unjust^ unnecessary, and 
destructive war. . Tht most viciow charac- 
ter ineadstence couldnot l^vebeeu a greater 
enemy to his King, his coinitry, and hii 
fefiow dtiaens, thw ttds reputed good man | 
from which we may frirty. iniv^ thut a detr 
ver, long-headed, sharp«5"nBtted^ quick^j^hted 
knave, would guide the hefaaa with nore 
credit to himself, and mone proipeAty t» 
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the people,, than Perdval hat done with aB 
his sadnt-fike attributes." 

'^ But an no man is fully known, until he 
has.been proved/' said Lady Ann, <^ would it 
not be safer to trust the hcmeit man, diaa 
thekaave?'* 

^* I would trust none of theni/* replied the 
widow with great emphasis. *^ If temptation 
fall in his way, the honest n^in, we have 
fatal proof, can redst as little as the Jknave. ' 
Pitt, for instance, you'll say, was ah honest 
man. 

'^ He was So hr honest that he would nei* 
ther rob a church, nor cheat his tradesmen ^ 
feut he t(x>k the mdney oiit of the pockets 
of the industrious to carry On unnecessary 
wars, and to subsidize powers, who laughed 
at our credulity, and turned their backs upoi^ 
us the moment their ends were answered. 
Pitt died poor, say his advocates. But his 
friends and relations are wallowing in siae- 
cures and reiMPsibns. To pay which taxes 
are multiplied bey<md all former precedent, 
every article of consumption feeb it, either 
directly ^r indlrectly<^property is taxidd to 



that extent thit |i(K>pie poscEssk^ jREollisicici- 
pendencie^^ are reduced to diifta aad.ixieaiir 
losses to jive at «aH-^the .oike^floursliing 
QQerclmiit ]0r iQanqfjictiurer is become. : bank* 
F.i}pt-Tt2i^ 3b^opk^eper looks in vain for hi& 
former customers ; those who used to expend 
libeiT^Uy^ai^e, by:the.complexk)aof tbe times, 
obliged tpiUmit thieirout-goiiigs; and the poor 
2XAf}s\T^^en^,fm$$efory^^Xkt6{ the coaimon<^ 
est necessaries (Of life. These crying evils 
ai:e prodiiced. by a vrar, in which we Hav^e no 
real interest^ .and burthens under which we 
.groan, to p^nper. those who .Were Jbfefore 
gorged ;ror tp raise people ^rom obscurity, 
udio have neither private, virtue nor pubfic 
4^sert* But being allied to men in power/ 
are placed upon the pension list, as ioi easy 
way of providing for poor, relatione ; .with- 
out considering that every such pension adds 
to the load of those already sinldng nm^- 
th^ pressure of poverty. Do away all isine ; 
cures, and places filled by; proxy-^pension- 
none but those « who ha«ye substantia -daims 
upon th^r country — and .there would be no^r 
real cause fjor murfQuringS;} but tq^ know that 
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dienriniigsof thepoor «e bmshcd Qpoft 
llio idle a&d the iiid(rfent*^upo& the dr<»ief 
In the hiVe of industiryi*p-who can wefid«r 
tbfltt complauiingfi are heard 10 (mr streets, 
9ttd that curses, sot loud, but deep t fcX^ 
<he footstejps of oiir mkrs ?" 

The widow wasvsp earnest on herittVGO^ 
lite topic, and withal gave it so mudi force 
ef voice, that Lady MiUbrd entered unno 
ticed ; and as her Ladyship archly placed 
ker finj^r on her lips in t^en of silence, sbe 
beard nearly the whde of the foregoing 
»eech. When Mrs^ Btoomfidd ceased, 
mther for want of breath than because her 
ideas were exhausted, the Countess, good* 
hurooiiredly tapping her on the shoulder, 
enquired who could be so hardy as to anathe* 
matize the virtuous^ enlightened, setf-denying 
stoators who served their country upon 
pure principles of patriotism, without glancx 
ing at the emoluments, of office : and who, 
if called upon, would doubtless resign their 
superlknties to lessen the burthens of their 
ffettow Citizens ? ^ But, my dear madam/' 
she continued ^* if yofi have any pity for ^f 



fteHags, change tbfi subject lani m mt&ittd 
wkh politics, aad so stck of politicianB, that 
I not unfrequently leave home to avoid their 
dresome tormenting iociety« My Lord and 
hift party are at this moment in actuadi dd&i 
beration on die probabb> and the poniUe ; 
and in a high fever with apprehension of 
some impending evil ; wliether it aurises from 
a fear of loosing their Uves^ or their pUue$j I 
oumot say. But I am, "mthout reflection^ 
contimiing the subject .1 wished to dismisSt 
Frances, my love, induce me with your CMtw 
pany for an boor or two. I am going tJO 
make a few purchases for country cousin^ 
and would rather' depend upcm your taste 
ttem my own." 

Fanny was preparing to obey, whenFiede* 
ride mshed into the roomi and, trembling 
with agitation, exclaimed, ^' Oh madam 1 Oh 
Mr. Strictland ! I have fipund her I Pale and 
anldng at your door«-*the victim of want*^ 
I discovered my virtuous^^my suflfering 
Mary ! From the impulse d the moment I 
draggedher into the housdkeeper's roomr j and 
thegood, the bvoiane Mrs. Smith is Idoc^ 
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and delitered him from tUe evils of Vice f 
They will I doubt not have cause to rejotcr 
i their good works, and thousands might, 
by similar conduct, draw erring mortab from 
the paths of perdition." 

Mrs. Bloomfieid, who was in all the family 
secrets, applauded Lady Milford's sentiments, 
and wished they were more generally acted 
upon. ^^But,'^ continued she, ^^ people who 
have most power, are so involved in vices' 
<3i their own — ^i^es not less heinous, ihouj^ 
of a diflferent complesion*-or if not actually 
^cious, are so ehtan^ed in the kbyrinths 
of fashionable frivolity ; that they have no 
time for rational or charitable pursuits; and* 
I am afraid still less inclination. 

^* Oh ! I am sick of the shameless folly and 
xidicuteus aflfeclation displayed by modern 
md^ters and misses at fashionable routs! 
Masters and misses did I say ? Why do I 
confine myself to' children ? Grandfathers 
and grandmothers, setting age and Wrinkles 
at defiance, are running the same mad career, 
and instead of siiewing their descendants 
examples of sd^riety and prudence, are tak- 



iagthe kaai ia a rtoe wHch prcvmiaes nothing 
to the winner hut ruin and txnmrj* 

^^ Thesmileoayourcountenance, Strictlaad^ 
seems to say ; ^ why associate with beings sa 
repulsive ^ The hope-!-*^ vaua one perhaps— 
of satiriadng them .into the ippesn:aii(» at 
least of cueatures endowed with reason^-^of 
shaming them into rationality, and thereby 
forcwg them to adopt sentiments and man-> 
nets more congenial with ekcmtitn^ though 
they set morality and feUgion at de&tnce; 
Mr. Leighythe anxiety seated on your brow 
plainly informs me that you would rather, 
at this moment, be soothing your Mary, 
than listening to a sermon delivered in all 
the imposing grandeur of silk and [mm : 
how then can I expect to claim your atten«' 
tion to my perhaps ill«timed exhortation ? 
But r will try your patience no longer. Go, 
in God's name^ and comfort the poor afflicted 
whom adversity— perhaps villainy-— has re- 
duced to the confines of the grave ; but who 
felling into the hands of the good Samaritan, 
will find a healing balu\ for her bruises, ^d 
a consoKng Gor<Mal for her mental pains/' 
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' Frederick gladly obeyed tiie considerstte 
widow's command; when Fanny prepatedr 
to attend the Coantess; and Lady Ann and 
Mr. Strictland wtre left to a consultation^ 4fi 
wluchthe recent events which introduced a 
stranger into the f anuly , was discus^d - with ) 
generosity aski feeKng. • 

Thefracas at St. James's ibund its way into 

■ 

every fashionable print; but truth and &ise« 
h<X)d weresa ingeniously Uended-*— according 
to die taste or talent^ d£ the different editors,* 
•that the parties concerned^ scarcely recognised 
their own adventure. 

In one arcumstance, however, they were 
unanimous ; namely, that a duel could not 
by any means be avokled. Whether such a * 
ternunation had previously been decided upon 
by either of the gentlemen, we cannot pre- 
cisely determine ; but Corbett found, from 
the' conversation of his brother officers, that 
his courage would be admitted upon no other, 
premises; and that risking his life, was th^ 
only method to establish his reputation. 

This important point settled, . Major 
Grantham was the bearer of a note ^^iot- 
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t mgtime ahd fhce i : to which Mweley, ^ 

^ thing lathy" acquiesced; and at the hour 
mentioiied, attended by Sit Herbert Huntley, 
met the adverse party • 

The seconds, according to general usage, 
endeavoured at accommodation ; but Mosdey 
was doubly armed ; ahd though his personal 
injuries, which were in fact self created, 

. aod the result of his own impetuosity, might 
haire submitted to apology : those of a bdov^ 
ed sbter would admit of no alleviation. 

I Tistrue^ he had promised Aforia lieVer to 
seek Corbett ; but being himself sought^ the* 

I riimmohSi which presentisd a chance of re- 
venging wrongs, not to.be thoujght.of wik^' 
out the keenest resentm^t, was obeyed with' 
alacrity. Yet, sccxming. to take advantage^ 
even of the man he bated, Hbseley getie-' 
roudy waived his ri^t to the first fire ; and 
bioth'pistolsgdingdffatthe same instant with^^ 
out ef&ct, an adjustment was again pro-l 
posed^ ^ To this Cc^bett gave . a willing as^ 

' sent, and held out his hand in token of ami** 

I ty ; bitc Mosdey, not only repulsed his 6(kr 
Ia the most hdughty manner, but accomps^ 
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sied hb rejection wkh ' the remiric, «that he 
would aever ishake hands with a vShm! 
The aeoonds now again interpased-^^^'for Sir 
Herbert thought his friend was going unjus* 
tiSabie lengths, but his Lordship put an end 
to tfaek amioibfe cjideavoiirs by repeatiog, 
r^^^ a cowardly viflain I . The man, or rather 
the monster^ who sports with the peace snd 
happiness of a virtuous and amiable womaa, 
des^vas &6 bed:er epithet. Cafitain CSorbett 
hae proved Inmself that man, and must ao^ 
surer to the charge, with the renewed ride aC 
his worthless life/' 

: A second fire^' that proved deciave^ fob 
lowed this intemperate' speech ; for Mos^ 
ky^ft right arm refused any longer to second 
hk resentment His advarsary's ball kx^ed 
just abiove the elbow; but was extracted on 
ihe spot by a medical friend^ whom ll/bfx 
Grambam had the precaution to luring widi 
hfan; and as no aj^arently alarming oonse^ 
qoences were likely to ensue, the gentlemen 
returned to town in the same order thef 
left it, after the seconds had made Mother 
jfoadesa attempt to reconcile the combatants. 
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** I caotiot he in i^kp^^bip/' e:i£<ilaimtd hi» 
tprciship^ ^ wUJbi n man whose Ktkms I 
4«^i$6 ! Whenever, ; or yvhmeyet we meet 
in future, it must b<ei 9a strang^^ Chie re^ 
^es| I hwe .to m^^ Aot obl P^y own- ac- 
«HM^^ Iwt to jHrfl«Br,ve the ferfii^g^ of a, ftwMjIo 
i^om l^g^ wottoded by publk W)inMv^l# 

^ *< Name y-ottr requ««t, my Lwd," replfed 
^ Majior^ ** tod if compatibb with the law^ 
fsf ho^iour^ I pMge myddf ibat it sh^U be 
giaiMed*' 

'^ I ]?ely u|Km your word, Major^ that.thii 
neetiog shall be kept t profound 8ecri»t» 
Trt dk> aot imagine thai: my defeat prbsrqits 
the.feqiwtt J I cu:^ vm M the world .wt^ 
OMaed il }: but ftniiiusie deUcacy k a ttadtt 
pbm, aidiitmst notHHnark a6,''rr4ocikiii^ 
n Corhett, ^' $iaB npt be blighted, fay tibe^ 
breath of vawty/ ' 

. .^^ Tour wordi^ my Loid» are imy^ impe*^ 
p^rative/' observed Corbeit. ^^Such lan- 
guage might becrane a cqnquext)^**--'-'^*' 
. ^Jt.beoomes a nm, Sir^ A man sensiUy 
aiivt to thft honour of Ub house^ 23^ det»-> 
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mined to defend^ not tbe parson only,^ but 
the peace and feelings of those allied to Mi 
Accident has given you one advantage ^^ but 
beware of ar second contest.^*^ 

^^ The' cafution^ doubtless, comes mg 
friendly guise, my Lord, and ih' the saa0 \ 
spirit/' tauntingly replied' the Qtptain, '^^I 
return it* What is now merely a wousd, 
inay, in the 'event of another; rencontre, 
prove a death-blow; from whiich my firm 
ne^e, if called^upon will never shrink ; nor 
- in my future inclinations or pursuits, wittii 
be intiniidaited by the hectoring of a boy ! 
The secret' c^ this meeting shall not by soe 
tsimspire, because my frigid has gjke» bii 
n^brd. TA»/^ bkdfe ts both j witiimxt: rtfe^ 
«nbe td the extreme ddicacy and refiMment 
of your L(MMidh%>*s fedkigs, radi'^femkals 
and puerile sirgimienti^ are with ,me nuhe^ 
matter of ridicule than consideration*^ 

This retort fini^iexf the hostib conference, 
and Moseley acComjHuiied Sir H^b^kt H«^* 
ley to his lockings, where a plausible t$0Sf 
was fabricated, and his family led to believe 
t>hat an ^ddentd overturn^ of the cafrts^ 
caused his Lordship's present disability. 
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CHAP. VII 
k\ A NARRATIVE, 

■ 

Which &0 A,uih9r hopes mil, be found 
V interesting^ 

"O • • • , 

•FJIEDERICK 2J3GH, at thie time j^e was 
abaodpoed by hfe. unoatur^ motfaer, was JM[i 
his sixth year } ati4had that interestbg^ ap-' 
peai?anc§-<^ha( air of sseptility-— which sel- 
dom.<^s|inguidies, cfaUdr«n who 4eriye. thm 
birth from the. lower .orders of society ; in 
^ctj be looked the oiS^ring oC, a gentleman. 
I: know ^c»ne. .of n>y reai^ers will cavil a( 
this^ and say^ '^ t)ie distinction is .not one of 
nature, but education/^ I^^. I 1?%. l^y^ 
to>differ. Specimens of children like Fre- 
derick. iire as sektom found, in the lowest^ as 
a{qpearances.of personal vulgarity and m^an* 
ness are to be traced in t|ie , highest circles; 
nay, they are so^uncpmn^on^that an instance 
never passes without observation. It ^ 
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trae we have some mean-looking lords^ and 
Tulgar4ooking ladies; but they are excep- 
tions to a general rule; though, perhaps^ 
rather more common thkn a gentleman-look* 
ing husbandman^ or his lady-looldng wife. 
But leaving this point to be discussed bf 
more able phibsophers than myself^ I pro* 
ceed to state, that tlie lovely child of Han- 
nah Leigh«-**now Mellor — ^was discovered 
bewailing his deserted state in the public 
streets of Fahnouth, into which iie had been 
driven by the mhuman kndlbfd of a smaA 
inn, upon finding tte boy thrown upon his 
mercy ; fot Serjeant MeHor folfflted netthef 
of his promises to the mother. 

The venerable, heaven'4x>ni b^g, who 
wiped t!ie childish tear oP aflietidn from hii 
eye^ was a man, who, on losing^ a beloved 
wife, had retired from business upon a ttixh 
derate ibrtutle, and settied M^hin a short 

« 

mile of the town, with his only chSd, i 
girl not five years of age. Mr. Litchfidd 
had manried late in life, and the o^prfng of 
his lost Mary Was the idol of as aflfectionate 
k htSitt as eter throbbed in the bosom <il 



i 
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Kumanity. Frederick, whose young atfec* 
tions bounded towards the being who had 
fUnx^ unexpectedly hushed his sorrows^ re^ 
bted during their walk to Primrose-cottage^ 
has journey from Beverley in a large car* 
riage, drawn by eight 'horses«--*with ztko- 
tionate interest talked c^ the kindness of 
his mother, ere she became acquainted with 
the gruflUoc^ng soldier— and concluded by 
describing the vessel which, he had been 
lold, they were to sail in to a place a great 
Way off. 

The welcome Mr. Litchfield received from 
Ids bdbved Mary, was in proportion to the 
pleasure she anticipated by the introduction 
of a companion and play-Mow of nearly 
ha: o^n age^ and in manners and appear- 
ance the most prepossessing. For, to do 
Hannah Leigh justice^ she never, in the 
smallest instance, forgot to whom her child 
owed his existence ; but endeavoured, with 
thenaturad good'sense she possessed, to institt 
Wtiotos of gentility into her son, whicfi 
should not disgrace the fortune he might 
one dfty inherit from the bounty ol his 
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fyd^T. And^ though too iUtterate to in- 
stract ium herself, he had profited largely, 
even at thi$ tender age, from the tuition^ of 
the Curate of Beverley, who, to eke out a 
miserable stipend, undertook the arduous, 
but ill-requited, task o£ instilling knowledge 
into the minds of youth. 

We shall not spin out this narrative by 
dwelling on the , scenes of Frederick s is- 
fancy ; but merely state, that after ascertain-, 
ing the departure of Serjeant Mellor and 
his wife, Mn Litchfield adopted the little 
$tran^r, and had him instructed in Q^fxy 
branph of education necessary to form a 
useful arid virtuous member of sodety. 
Meanwhile the infant attachment of Frede- 
rick and Mary grew with their growth, and 
strengthened with their years. In a word, 
the harmony of this little family never knew 
an hour's abatement, until immortalitv claim- 
ed the saint-like being, who, during life, had 
been the - universal friend of mankind, and 
shewed at his decease how a Christian could 
die. 

By his will he left the whole of lu$ litde 
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property, amounting to five thousand 
pounds, to his daughter, on condil,ion that 
she became the wife of Frederick within 
twelve months after his death ; but in case 
either of the parties refused to obey his 
dying request, the money, now placed at 
interest in the hands of an old friend at 
Bristol, was to be equally divided, and the 
furniture, plate, and linen, to devolve exclu- 
sively on his beloved and dutiful Mary. 
The heart-rending grief of the young couple 
was in proportion to their irremediable loss ; 
but time, the softener of every calamity, 
came with healing on his wings, and the 
expiration of ten months saw Mary the 
happy wife of Frederick. 

Several weeks rolled on in felicity too 
great to last; when Frederick, who had 
served an apprenticeship to a wine-merchant 
in Falmouth, expressed a wish to embark in 
the same business, for which it was necessary 
to call in part of his capital. But judge, 
reader, of their aiQiction, when the next 
post brought an account of the death of old 
Mr. Ryan ; and that his only son, a deprave^j) 

VOL. XI. L 
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dissipated young man, had turned every 
thing into money, and sailed three weeks be- 
fore for the United States of America. 

Thus deprived of every prospect v^hich a 
lucrative and respectable business might have 
realizedi servitude pointed out the only re- 
medy ; and as education rendered him fully 
competent to undertake counting-house busi* 
nessy and. youth is ever sanguine, Frederick 
and Mary, without a murmur, agreed to 
dispose of their household efifects, and try 
what could be done by a journey to the Me- 
tropolis i several effinrts having been made to 
procure a situation at Falmouth without suc- 
cess.— Shakspeare says. 



'* whea sorrows come 



They come not singly^ but in battatioos.** 

And so it was with our ill-fated couple. A 
day was appointed for the disposal of the 
late Mr. Litchfield's valuable furniture, when, 
dreadful to relate 1 the ev^in^ 'previous to 
the sale, the premises, and every thing inani- 
mate they contained, were reduced to a heap 
of ashes; and Frederick and Mary, with 
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their old female servant, narrowly esolped 
sharing. the same melancholy fate. TiM 
thojr were not consumed was matter of[ 
boundless gratitude ; but every sirticle they 
possessed perished in the conflagration; and' 
they were indebted to the kindness of their 
neighbours for a necessary change of linen* 

Poor old Martha^ who all her life hid been . 
in servitude, was now the only one of 
the three not pennyless ; and likewise the 
only one who could boast of relations able 
and willing to afford her sheker. For Mr. 
Litchfield owed his origin to poor bbt indus*- 
trious parents in Devonshire, and with the 
only surviving and distant branches of the . 
family he had held no communication for 
the last forty years. Mrs. Litchfield /was an 
orphan, who crossed the Atlantic at an early 
period, and was wholly unconnected in this 
country ; so that we find Frederick and 
Mary isolated beings— links cut oS from the 
chain of kindred — poOT— unconnected — ^por- 
tionless and friendless, if we except the tem- 
porary compassion which their local situa* 
tion awakened* -^But, in opposition to these . 
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disadvantages, they were happy in each 
other ; possessed youth and health, with the 
benefit of well - disposed, well - inforiniKl 
minds ; and to those who lack all, or any of 
these blessings, their situation will appear 
divested of those horrors, which such com- 
plicated calamity would, in other circum- 
stances have produced. 

The tradesman with whom Frederick had 
served his time, and by whom he was greatly 
beloved, set on foot a private contribution, 
by which the young couple procured neces- 
sary clothing, and defrayed the expences of 
their journey to town ; where Frederick 
had no doubt of meeting with speedy and 
profitable employments Weeks, however, 
elapsed without the accomplishment of this 
desirable event — for hundreds of regular 
clerks were at this period of stagnation un- 
employed — during which time of anxiety 
and disappointment, a merely decent lodg- 
ing was exchanged for a miserable garret, 
and for that they were in arrears ; whilst 
every second article of clothing was sacn- 
ficed piecemeal to procure the coarsest food) 
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and for the last two days, a limited quantity 
of bread had been moistened with pure 
element. 

To add mental to corporeal suflfering, the 
owner of the garret, a rude vulgar brute, 
made daily unfeeling applications for the 
rent j and at length threatened to send Fre- 
derick to jail, and turn Mary into the street. 

This alarming stretch of power decided 
Frederick's fate. A miniature picture of 
the late Mr. Litchfield, which Mary con- 
stantly wore round her neck, was, by the 
distracted husband^ pledged for ^ guinea; 
with this sum he bought U pair of second- 
hand pistols, and hiring a horse, to go he 
knew not whither, or scarcely with what 
intent, for several horsemen and carriages 
passed unmolested, when Lady Milford's 
chariot, followed only by one outrider, at 
length presented a probable object, from 
whom much booty might be obtained wilk 
little risk. 

The event answered, as before related, as 
Ukewise the attack upon his unknown mo- 
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ther, and Frederick's subsequent confine- 
ment at Bath. 

Meanwhile the hard-hearted landlady had 
in part made good her threat. The husband 
was beyond her reach^ but on Mary she 
wreaked her vengeance, and with the malice 
of a fiend— -at a late hour of night — ^in the 
depth of winter — ^without the comfort of a 
cloak, or covering for her head— thrust from 
her inhospitable door the wretched, fainting 
victim ef want and misery I 

Poor Mary's fedings whm she found her- 
self for the first time alone, and at an hour 
so pregnant with danger, may, perhaps^ be 
imagined, but my feeble pen would fail in 
describing them. Conceive a female nurtured 
in the lap of prosperity— brought up with 
delicacy and tenderness by a parent, who 
** never suffered the winds of heaven to visit 
her face too roughly.**-— Next fancy this 
idolized child married to the lord of her 
afiections, and equally beloved by him, and 
•to whom money, until the last few weeks, 
had been of no comparative value. — Con- 
trast, I say, her former prpspects and actual 
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situation, with the poor, forlorn^ helpless, 
famished Mary, walking the streets of the 
metropolis, with no shield against the cut- 
ting wind and biting frost ;— uncertain of 
the fete of her husband — ^for his absence 
was unaccounted for, and the probability- 
occurred that she had seen him for the last 
' time,— and no pen— -lio imagination, I think, 
can do justice to her feelings. 

For several minutes, Frederick's almost 
despairing wife sat on the step of tlfc closed 
door; but clad in a manner that, at this 
season, defied genial warmth, although there 
had been a roof to protect her, the incle- 
ment air pierced through *her scanty cover- 
ing, and. she found there was no chance for 
life but what arose from bodily exercise. 
Yet to leave the place where alone her Fre- 
derick could find her, was, if possible, to be 
avoided; he might return immediately, — 
*' or, — '* she faintly articulated, *• he may— 
Oh, God ! never return again !" 

Two women passing heard this hearts 
rending ejaculation ; and one of them, with- 
out stopping, replied, *^ Suppose he never 
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does, there's plenty more to be had." " Yes," 
continued the other, pending her speech with 
St loud laugh ; but I suppose Miss*s motto 
is constancy." 

This unwomanly attack^ the first insult 
she had ever been subject to, terrified her 
no less from its grossness than its novelty* 
From the other sex, she knew there was 
something to dread ; but from any outrage 
in the form of woman, her mind had not 
been prfj^ed, and was, consequently, in- 
capable of guarding against. But thus con- 
vinced of her deplorable state, , and by this 
tiiiie shivering with cold, she determined 
to pace the pavement to and fro, without 
losiiig sight of the door so. lately closed 
against her. 

Her first attempt was tottering and feeble, 
for the frost had nearly paraiized her limbs, 
when a footmun, belaced and betasselled, 
overtook the distressed wanderer, and, with 
an oath, bade her go home and sleep herself 
€ober« / 

A second pang^ though unequal in mag- 
nitude to that inflicted by her own sex, 
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^hot athwart the chilled bosom of poor-' 
Mary, arid for a moment deprived her of 
recollection ; but Frederick, the only object- 
of her solicitude, instantly chased away 
every other idea, and with him "occurred the 
alarming certainty that she had strayed fur- 
ther from the house than prudence war- 
ranted. 

Hastily turning round, she retraced her 
steps, and, to her unspeakable joy, saw a 
gentleman knbck at the door, as she%ought, 
of her late lodging. Hurrying forward, 
she seized his arm, and in almost inarticulate 
accents exclaimed, '^ Enter not that house, 
but come with me; some place will give us 
shelter, and if not, w^hilst you are with me 
I can lie in the street." 

This speech, addressed to a stranger — for, 
alas! it was not Frederick— required no inter- 
pretation. The calling of the speaker was ap* 
parently obvious, and required not the cor-> 
poboration her words conveyed. But though 
she really had been of that unhappy, misera-^ 
ble class of females who walk the streets almost' 
in a state of nudity, whilst the tempestr* 
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roarSj and the frost bites keenly, the man 
who can add insult to wretchedness, deserves 
not the name, but ranks in the scale of ex- 
istence with the brutes that perish* , 

Such was the person our unfortunate wsin- 
derer addressed* He was a member of the So* 
ciety for the Suppression of Vice ; and with 
those gentlemen feeling is Ipst in what they 
falsely conceive to be duty* With savage bru- 
tality he shook her from him ; and, in accents 
loud and "authoritative, threatened the watch- 
house for this offence, and in case of -repe- 
tition, painted the miseries of beating hemp 
in Bridewell ; " an employment,'* he conti- 
nued, " well befitting suchjpe^to as you." 

As he uttered the last words, Mary drop- 
ped senseless on the pavement, where this 
humane and religious member of a society, 
whose partial edicts leave the rich unmo- 
lested, but punish the p6or with unjust and 
cruel severity, left her to recover, or die, as 
providence should decree j and, in all proba- 
bility, the lamp of life would have been 
extinguished for ever — for the cold had 
chiBed her blood, and circulation proceeded 
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slowly — when she was roused from transi- 
tory death by the exertions of a man dressed 
in the primitive and icomely garb of a- 
quaker. " Poor child !" he feelingly ex* 
claimed, " what can I do for thee ?'* 

" Oh ! take me to some habitation/* she 
answered, " where I may breath out my 
last sigh secure from insult and contumely. 
Want and cold have nearly seized their vie- 
tiin; but my soul revolts at leaving its 
earthly habitation exposed in thte public 
streets." 

" Hast thou no home ?" 

** None." 

^* Then come with mei Bear up until we 
arrive in the next street, and peace, and 
comfort, and repose await thee." A few 
minutes brought them to the door of a large 
house, where admission at so late an hour 
was with difficulty obtained, and would, pro- 
bably, have been refused, had not the 
stranger announced himself as *' Moses 
Bentley." This gentleman was a leading 
man amongst the society of friends^ and a 
beneficent subscriber to the charity in whicl^ 
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he now sought refuge for a poor object, 
every way entitled, he hoped, to the relief 
provided for female penitents. 

. Mary being placed before the- fire of a 
clean, comfortable kitchen, and such aliment 
administered as the matron of the institution 
thought most condusive to her recovery ; 
the worthy man took leave, with a promise 
to return in the morning, and settle every 
thing for the young creature's final admis- 
sion. But though relieved from the horrors 
of want^ and the danger of perishing by 
cold, sleep refused to visit poor Mary. Her 
thoughts were too much disturbed by the 
unknown fate of Frederick to drop even for 
a moment into the peaceful calm of oblivion, 
and, at an early hour in the morning, she 
left her bed, determined to loiter about her 
late habitation, as that presented the only 
probable chance of a re-union with her hus- 
band. 

During breakfast,' which she took in com- 
pany with the matron, that good. woman 
painted the advantages and comforts of the 
asylum over which she presided j and enu- 
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merated to her astonished hearer, the nmn- 
her of miserable victimS; who, from the 
grossest depravity had been reclaimed, and 
were now examples of virtue and sobriety. 
" I repeat this, young woman," she conti- 
timied, " to encourage you in the ways of 
chastity. I think, from the modesty of your 
appearance and deportment, that a- life of 
infamy is not, nor ever was, your choice. 
Perhaps some libertine seduced you under a 
promise of marriage— no uncommon case— 
we have many such instances in this house.^ 
and now leaves you to bewail, too late, your 
own credulity and his falsehood. Trust me 
with your story, and depend upon my ad- 
vice and assistance in recovering the pathl>f 
innocence, from which you iiave unhappily 
strayed." 

When Mary recovered from the surprise 
this discourse occasioned, she felt truly. as if 
a load had been removed from her mind;, 
and viewed her calamities, heavy though 
they were, as light in the balance, compared 
to what they might have been, had her situ- . 
ation indeed been what this respectable Wo- ; 
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man snpposed. A smile of conscious inte* 
grity beamed from her eye, and her soul in 
thankfulness ascended to that being, who, 
amidst every other calamity, had kept her 
feet from stumbling in the paths of vice. '*I 
perceive, madam,** addressing the matron, 
" the error into which my appearance has 
led you ; but thank God ! it is an error. In- 
famy and depravity are strangers to my mind 
as pollution to my person ; and the only crime 
lean lay to the charge of myself, or my hus- 
band, is poverty; poverty arising from no 
imprudence of our own, but the villainy of 
others. Last night, in the absence of my 
protector, at a late hour of night, I was 
turned out of my lodging without even a 
bonnet to screen me from the inclemency of 
the weather, and should have perished a mise- 
rable victim to cold and hunger, had not the 
beneficent hand of charity raised me from 
the earth, and brought me, doubtless under 
the same error which deceived you, to this 
place. Tli^nkful for the relief I have receiv- 
ed, I once more go to seek my husband; 
and if possible prevail upon the hard-hearted 
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woman to restore my bonnet and shawl^ 
whereby my appearance in the public streets 
may be less open to observation. You will 
have the goodness to make my case known 
to the worthy man who brought me hither, 
azid likewise say, that I feel his humanity as 
a^ch as if I had deserved it to its utmost 
extent. 

She now rose to depart ; but the matron 
insisted upon accommodating her with a bon* 
net of her own, and a warm woollen cloak 
such as the Penitents usually wear. This 
wa;s gladly acceded to; and with a heart 
lightened of half its load, Mary found her- 
self before the door of her old lodging. A 
timid knock was answered by the woman of 
the house, who, to her enquiry after Frede^^ 
rick, surlily replied *' he has never returned, 
if be bad I should have lodged him in prison ; 
the only place for people who come into an 
honest house without money to pay their 
way." At the conclusion of this unfeeling 
speech, she shut the door with a force that 
threw Mary, whose weakness made her cl[pa- 
ble of resistance, ofif the step ; and on reco- 
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vering her feet, she found her arm* conside- 
rably bruised, and very painful. A gentle-' 
man, who had witnessed the transaction, 
offered his assistance in raising her from the 
grpund, and requested he might have the 
pleasure of seeing her safe home; but the 
latter, with tears in her eyes, refused, for 
no home, alas ! was open to receive her. The 
stranger was not to be discouraged, for two 
very obvious reasons'; he saw she was young 
and he felt she was ptctty. Her egress irom 
the female penitentiary first introduced her to 
his notice ; and not doubting that her former 
course of life had made that a desirable 
asylum, and that she was even now returned 
to the world after a salutary probation ; he 
determined it should be no fault of his if she 
did not qualify for a second admission. 
With this view he kept pace with her un- 
certain steps, and at length asked in a voice 
of gentleness if she wanted a service ? " If so/' 
he added, " I think I have interest enough tO' 
procure you one." 

The idea was new, and' the first mention' 
of servitude coloured her cheek with the* 
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flush of resentment. Momentary, however, 
was her anger, for to what better prospect 
could she look forward ? There was protec- 
tion even in that, and what had she not suf- 
fered from the want of it? Her otily lawful 
protector had now been unaccountably absent 
two days, and what might not have occurred 
threatening to her happiness in that period ? 
Tis true the gentleman was unknown, but 
she had already safely trusted one stranger, 
and the appearance of this was equally fa- 
vourable ; besides, rf the present opportuni- 
ty was lost, where could she again satisfy 
the cravings of hunger, where find i paUet 
on which to rest her weary limbs after ano- 
ther day of wandering ? The matron had 
given her no encouragement to return j on 
the contrary, she had very candidly; stated, 
that, to misapprehension alone she was in- 
debted for casual relief ; and that distress, 
however severe, if accompanied with virtue 
and gQodness, could meet with no relief 
from a charity solely devoted to vice and 
iafamy. • ^ 

Mary and her companion leisurely p\ir- 
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sued their way during this mental soliloquy ; 
but as no' answer had been returned to hi$ 
proposal^ in the most conciliating accents he 
continued, ** perhaps you have some other 
object in view ; if so, I beg your pardon for 
interfering where I can have no possible 
right, except what arises from compassion* 
The lady to whom I proposed a recommen- 
dation, possesses feelings towards her own 
sex, of the most considerate and friendly 
kind ; pleasure and happiness are found be* 
neath her roof; and at this moment she is 
in want of a young person whose servitude 
will be rendered easy and comfortable/' 

The unsophisticated mind of Mary, un- 
used to deception, and unsuspicious of the 
arts practised in London to beguile the un- 
wary, Ifetened without reluctance to the 
plan which promised support ; and, as she 
meant each returning day to visit the house 
were Fredrick left her,, and to leave her ad- 
^ dress, as soon as that could be ascertained ; 
without further hesitation acceded to the 
Stranger's proposal ; at the same time possi- 
tively rejfusing, what he strenuously urgedj^^ 
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a personal introduction. At lengthy finding 
his intreaties unavailing, he proposed to write 
a note in the Tavern they were then passing, 
and directing it to Mrs. Leesom, handed his 
unsuspecting victim into a coach, giving the 
driver private orders where to deliver his 
fare. 

Mrs. Leesom did not rank amongst the 
very worst of her fraternity — ^for I will not 
I^y my sagacious readers so poor a compli- 
ment as to suppose them Unacquainted with 
the description of house to which poor 
Mary was consigned*— on the contrary, she 
was decent in her manners^ and obliging in 
her deportment j and won the heart of our 
novice ere she had been many hours under 
her roof. 

Several youthful females formed part of 
her establishment, who Mary understood 
were boarders, and perfectly independent of 
controul ; whilst the employment allotted to 
herself, merely to carry on appearances, 
was of the least laborious kind, and such as 
fihe had frequently employed herself in 
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whilst under the protecting roof of a pa- 
rent. 

The day succeeding her arrival she wrote 
a long, descriptive epistle to Frederick, which 
Mrs. Leesom undertook to send, on the plea 
that Mary could not at that time be spared; 
but the messenger, in her hearing, was or- 
dered to be very particular in his enquiries 
respecting the gentleman to whom the letter 
was addressed. The pretended return of 
the Porter however brought no comfort to 
the heart of Mary^ except an assurance that 
her letter was safely deposited, with a promise 
that Mr. Leigh should have it the moment he 
appeared. 

At the end of a fortnight, during which 
time Mary was closely confined to the house, 
though under pretences to which a servant 
could make no objection, a gentleman re- 
quested to see her in Mrs. Leesom's pariour. 
Fully occupied with the image of Frederick^ 
she obeyed the summons with' alacrity ; but 
disappointment and chagrin were never more 
evident, than when she beheld, instead of 
her husband, the person who recommended 
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her to her present abode, and whon^ Mrs. 
Leesom introduced by the name of Clayton. 
This gentleman beheld, with pleasing 
surprise, the improvement a few days had 
nlad^ in the appearance of the before lovely 
object of his desire. Coarse fare, and that 
scantily provided, had paled the roses on her 
cheeks, and deadened the lustre of her eyes, 
which now shone with a brilliance, unri- 
valled even in her days of happiness. 

Clayton took an advantage of Mrs. Lee- 
som's temporary absence to question Mary ; 
from whoth he learnt that she was as happy 
as circumstances would permit; and truly 
grateful to him for procuring her so comfort- 
able an asylum. 

*' Gratitude, my dear girl," he replied, " is 
pleasing from your lips, but may I not hope 
to inspire a warmer sentiment ?" 

" A warmer sentiment !" 

" Yes, Mary. If adoration on my part, 
cannot create love on your's, I shall curse the 
day which gave so fascinating an object to 
my view. But softness is the character of 
your countenance, - and I will not despair : 
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** s^y, Mary, that I have no cause ; say only that 
you will strive to return my passion, and 
I will wait your own time be it ever so 
remote." 

" No time can produce the sentiments you 
appear to wish. Your ignorance of my si- 
tuation has called forth an avowal, I am sure 
you will be sorry for, when that situation is 
clearly understood. Know then, Sir, that I am 
a wife, and firmly, irrevocably attached to 
the man whose name I bear. Misfortunes 
have caused a temporary separation, but 
could I but think it otherwise than transient, 
I would with pleasure return to the wretch- 
edness from which you rescued me j since 
by that means death would soon put a period 
to my sorrows.*' 

Mary knew Kttle of Clayton when she 
supposed her being a wife would prevent his 
farther solicitation^. The intelligence was 
not even new to him; for in conjunction 
with Mrs. Leesom, he had read the letter 
intended for her husband, and by that means 
penetrated pretty deeply into the Iu3tory of 
this unfortunate couple. Clayton was, beside 
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being an avowed libertine in respect to females 
in general, a fearless follower of married 
women ; and in his eye, though Mary had 
appeared at first sight pleasing, her attractions 
now he knew she was a wife, were irresisti- 
ble ; and to bring her to his own terms, the 
decided and conclusive determination of his 
^ouL To effect this no place could have 
been better adapted ; for though the head 
of the establishment was not a woman who 
could, or would sanction force^ any thing 
short of that, she deemed neither unfuir nor 
Mshonourabk. 

Clayton concluded his interview without 
alarn^ing the delicacy of Mary beyond what 
his first declaration naturally caused, or giv^ 
ing her the slightest reason to suspect the 
purity of the people with whom she* was 
domesticated And during several succeed- 
ing visits, between which he suffered a week, 
sometimes a fortnight to elapse, he confined 
himself to professions of friendship, and a 
few useful articles of dress; and as these 
came through the hands of Mrs. Leesom, 
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they were received as marks of that Lady's 
approbation, and appreciated accordingly. 

One day, Mary being more than ever un- 
happy on her husband's account, determined 
that nothing should prevent her going in per- 
son to their old lodging, since no satisfaction 
could be obtained through the medium she 
had several times employed. But Mrs. Lee- 
som, with more than her usual kindness, 
painted the dangers young women were 
subject to in perambulating the streets of 
London without a protector, in such glow- 
ing colours, that Mary sighed at the impro- 
priety of carrying her plan into eflFect. ^* If, 
indeed,'* she continued *' you would accept of 
Mr. Clayton for your, escort, no danger 
could assail you ; but that I know, and I 
commend you for it, your delicacy will re- 
fuse. In two or three days I shall have a 
call into that neighbourhood myself, the 
same coach shall convey us, and in my 
company you can have no objection to Clay- 
ton occupying a third seat." 

Once more foiled in her wishes, she deter- 
mined to wait patiently the appointed time, 
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but on no account to make a party with 
Clayton, whose admiration, though not ex- 
pressed in words, was too visible to be over- 
looked. At the conclusion of this con- 
ference, Mary went about her usual business, 
the most labourious part of which was cpn^ 
fined to Mrs. . Leesom's bed-room and an 
adjoining dressing closet which had two ap- 
proaches, one from the sleeping apartment, 
the other from the stairs. 

As she was putting the room in order, 
she heard some persons enter the closet, and 
likewise open the door of communication ; 
but seeing no one, for she was at that mo- 
ment accidentally shaded by .the curtain, the 
door was again closed^ though not latched ; 
and Mary, without knowing, or indeed care- 
ing who they might be, pursued her allotted 
employment, until a voice, which she knew 
to be Clayton's, .in rather a loud key, pro- 
nounced her name. 

This roused a very natural curiosity, and 
drawing nearer, she overheard a conversation 
which convinced her of the disreput;alle 
character of the house, and her own imme- 

TOL. 11. M 
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Site danger from the libertine Oaytoru 
iHer -just idea was to face the guihy couple* 
and upbraid them with her meditated ruin ; 
but this was the thought of a moment, and 
yielded to her natural timidity of character, 
which -w^hispered, that stealing out of h» 
house would be the quietest and kast objeo- 
tionable mode of proceeding ; and as she 
had ah-eady ^ined sufficient information, 
and knew that the principal persons concern- 
ed in her detention were too much engird 
to observe her movements, she CJept^h 
nqiscless steps out of the apartment, and nKk- 
ing down stwrs gained the street door with, 
out molestation. But here a strong lock 
opposed her passage, which no strmgth she 
possessed could force, and the key had beea 
cautiously removed. Alarmed at a proceed- 
ing so hostile and unexpected, for a moment 
all presence of mind forsook her ; but distant 
voices proclaiming the approach of the enemy, 
brought the door leading to the area to her 
recollection. Hastily des<»nding the stairs 
she rushed through the Idtchen, where no 
.one qjposed her passage, and opening the 
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outward dQor> was gliding through it, when 
I the cook, a stout, masculine woman, laid 
her brawney band upon the shoulder of the 
trembling Mary^ and in a stentorian voii^ 
^xclaimted '^whither so £ust,. my pretty one h 
I am sujre you have nobodys leave for departs 
uig in this private manner, and without it 
your escape is as much as my place is worth ; 
therefore return, my little runaway,ai¥i know 
when you are well off.** . . 

Th^s forced to re-enter the. detested house^ 
Ms^ry threw herself upon one of the kitchen 
chairs, when an agony of tears, relieved her 
almost bursting heart. During, this period 
of distress, one of Mrs.. Leesom's. young wo-» 
men came with a message to the cook^ and 
with feeling enquired into the nature o£ 
Mary's affliction ? This she thought it im- 
prudent to divulge before her muscular ene-r 
Q^y, whose gripe §he had. no wi$h tp ^ncoun- 
t;er a second time ; but pointing to the stsdrs, 
lulia, by which name she was loiown in the 
hou§e, kx>k. the hand of the still sobbing 
Alary, and in her own apartment learnt the 
full extent of her fearful apprehensions. 

M 2 
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There Julia endeavoured to lessen her fears 
by an assurance of aiding her escape the first 
moment a favorable opportunity occurred, 
provided an appeal to Mrs. Leesom should 
prove unavailing, which she strongly advised 
her to put in immediate practice. This Mary 
did the moment she was assured of Clayton's 
departure ; butj^ to her utter astonishment^ 
the unprincipled woman made out a demand 
for board, lodging, and clothes, of which she 
threatened to enforce the payment, ^ unless 
Mary quietly submitted to the rules and or- 
ders of her house, and in particular treated 
Mr. Clayton with that kindness his exclusive 
preference demanded. 

Argument is vain, where reason and justice 
are set at defiance, and the interest of those 
we fancy ourselves beholden to, paramount 
to every consideration of benevolence and 
humanity. Clayton had for several years 
been a strenuous supporter of Mrs. Leesona's 
house, and, without reflecting that self grati- 
fication was the main spring of his actions, 
and not any individual attachment to her or 
her interest, she seemed to think no sacri* 
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fice of religion or morality too great, if by 
any means she could gratify his vanity^ or 
administer to his passions » 

Mary retired from the conference to her 
own apartment ; where, exchanging her pre- 
sent dress for the rusty black in which she 
entered the house, and making all the pre- 
tended presents of Mrs. Leesom into a bun- 
dle, she waited the coming of Julb, who had 
promised to see her the first oj^ortunity. 
But the evening passed away without the ex- 
pected visit. Midnight arrived, and throw- 
ing herself on the bed, sleep for a short time 
buried her senses in forgetfulness. At length, 
a gentle voice, and the touch of a soft hand 
aroused ber^ and starting up, she beheld Julia. 
" Now,- my poor girl/* she softly uttered, 
" now is the time for your escape. I have 
stolen the key from the cook — ^who, in a 
state of inebriety, has fallen asleep in her 
chair — ^take advantage of it j day will soon 
appear, and into whatever hands you may 
hereafter fall, thank Providence th^t you 
leave this liouse as pure as you entered it." 

Mary was instantly ready j and, wrapping 
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herself in^ the cloak bestowed by the bene- 
volent matron of the female penitentiary, 
followed Julia into the kitchen ; where, fal- 
len on the floor, lay the prostrate cook. 
The door yielded without a difficulty, and 
she was turning to thank her preserver, 
when Julia took a folded paper from her bo- 
som, and in the softest accents said, ^^ read 
this as soon as day- light renders it legible; 
and lose no time in thanking oiie, who, 
though lost herself, is happy to have pre- 
served you from a similar fate. Farewell f 
Heaven preserve you in the paths of purity, 
and in your orisons forget not the wretched 
Julia." 

Without giving Mary time to reply, she 
glided into the house, and the turn of the 
key gave the forlorn wanderer a presenti- 
ment that she had seen her deliverer for the 
last time. 

' Behold Mary once more at liberty ; but 
remembering what she had before suffered 
in the public street, it was Several minutes 
before she had courage to ascend the area 
steps. At length with trembling limbs, and 
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looking up the street,. and down the street, 
saw one vast void uninterrupted by a single 
being ; a death-like silence reigned, and ex- 
cept the glimmer of expiring lanips, not a 
symbol betokened the affinity of existing 
matter. As she stood pondering on the pro* 
priety of turning to the right or the left ; a 
human voice came on the stillness of the 
night, though the speaker was invisible. 
But suddenly^ emerging from a street about 
a dozen yards to the right, and making to* 
wards the pl&ce where she still lingered, two 
men appeared ; one bearing a lanthorn, and 
apparently supporting the faultering steps of 
the other. To remain where she was was 
to court insult, and to walk a^ay, since it 
must be in the same direction they were tak- 
ing, conveyed little prospect of safety ; but 
the area, still promised temporary protec- 
tion, and thither again she softly descended. 
Ere she reached the bottom, however, she 
heard the well-laioWn voice of Clayton, so 
njear that she almost lost her footing from 
the fright, exclaim, ^^ this is the house, my 
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fine fellow ; give mother Leesom a good 
tantararara, and then vanish." The watch- 
man obeyed^ and as he left the door called 
past six o*clock. 

As Mary stood more dead than alive, wait- 
ing the result of this untimely summons, a 
voice from the kitchen called out " Cook 1 why 
cook, I say ! There's a knock at the door 
loud enough to. awaken the dead ; stir ye — 
stir ye, woman/' But the cook returned no 
answer that was intelligible, and Mary owld 
plainly h^ar the ascending footsteps of the 
person who had vainly endeavoured to dis- 
turb her slumbers. Meanwhile the knock- 
ing was repeated with additional force, and 
this time with effect ; but the door had no 
sooner closed upon her enemy, than with a 
swiftness she scarcely thought herself capa- 
ble of, Mary ran up the steps, and no longer 
deliberating upon right or wrong, pursued 
her way with as much celerity as the dark- 
ness would permit. 

Day just broke when our poor fugitive 
reached Westminster bridge, but it was yet 
too dark to read her notej and having 
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reached the extremity, she reflected that a 
further pursuit of the same tract was leading 
her Jrom London, consequently, from all 
hopes of meeting her Frederick. She there- 
fore turned back, and stopping upon the 
centre arch, again drew the note from her 
pocket. Examining the direction she found, 
written in a neat hand "To Mary ;" and con- 
vinced by this that the inside was likewise 
legibje, although yet scarcely light, she tore 
the seal, when a sudden gust of wind car- 
ried something that was inclosed over the 
battlements; but not immediately foreseeing 
the extisnt of her misfortune, she turned to 
the envelope, and the single line it contained 
convinced her that the inclosure thus rudely 
torn from her, was indeed Bank paper, and 
though to the smallest amount, twenty shiU 
lings was wealth to one who lacked both food 
and shelter. 

Leaning over the fatal battlement, her eye 
unconsciously resting on the flood beneath, as 
if seeking a recoverable treasure, she was 
disturbed in her meditations by a bricklayer 
passing to his work. Stopping a moment to 

M 3 
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gaze on her^ who could almost have arraigned 
die decrees of providence, and thought her- 
self deserted both by Ck>d and man, he blunt- 
ly asked '' what brought her to the bridge 
at that hour ?" 

^' What, indeed !'* she replied, *Mt was a 
fatal hour to me. In any other place it might 
have been recoverable, but the stream has 
carried it far away, and I shall never see it 
more.** 

** Poor thing I But how came it in the 
stream M am afraid you are no better than 
you should be, and this psdaver is perhaps only 
meant to hide your guilt. '^ 

"Guilt! Oh no! I am unfortunate but 
not guilty ! I am pocw, but indeed I am in* 
nocent." 

** How came your child in the river then?'' 
' « Child! I have no child— I never had 
any." 

** Did not you say the stream had washed 
it far away, and that you should never see 
it more ?" ' 

" I did. But the object I referred to was 
a paper— a bank note ; which, having blown 






over the battiement, has left me a pennylcssi^ 
houseless wanderer." 

The honest bricklayer brushed away a 
ti^ar, andj drawing eomething from his 
pocket, replied^ " if I were a rich man I 
would make it up to you, but if a shilling 
from 'a poor man will serve you, in God's 
name take it.'* Then pressing the hand into 
which he deposited the silver, and wiping 
his eyes with the corner of his neck hand-" 
kerchief, he left poor Mary so much affected 
at his liberality, that words refused to obey 
the impulse of her feelings, and tears were 
all the return she could make. 

Mary, who losing twenty shittings thought 
herself abandoned by ProHridence, now pos* 
sessing one^ confessed the goodness of the 
Deity, and called down blessings on the wor*^ 
thy mechanic ; who, out of his little, had 
given much, and enabled her to look on the 
coming day without dread oi perishing for 
want. 

It was by this time broad day, and her first 
care was to £iid out their late kidging ; but 
this was a work of more difficuky than she' 
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imagined. The name of the street she kneW| 
but whether it was situated in the East, or 
the West; or to what parish it belonged, she 
was totally ignorant } and after rambling 
about the greater part of the day, accordbg 
to different directions, without finding the 
desired place ; harassed in mind, and fa- 
tigued in body, the coming darkness pre- 
sented, a dreary prospect of hou^less misery* 
Two pennyworth of bread had sufficed dur- 
ing the day, but where were her aching 
limbs to repose at nightji Her finances would 
not allow of a decent bed, and her feelings 
revolted at the idea of berdiag with people* 
who she had been told could procure share 
of a poor one, for a few halfpence ; neither 
did she know where to seek for such a place. 
To parade the streets till morning was not to 
be thought of without agony, remembering' 
to what insults she was liable, even would 
her strength Jiave seconded such a resolu- 
tion ; but that was so far rebellious that it 
loudly catted ifor rest and repose ; and that 
mcme4it ;a[ Vlsj^pd^^ shop with lod^ngs on 
the window claimed her attention, feebly 
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she entered, and in a faint voice enquired 
. the price of a bed for the night ?" 
^ ** Who will recommend you ?" asked a 
sour-visaged woman behind the counter. 

*' Alas! I know no one in this part of the 
town,. but I will honestly pay for my accom- 
modation." 

** So you say. But to make all sure, lay 
down a shilling, and turn in." '* Ten-pence^ 
is. all I have got, and if I pay that for a lodg* 
ing, I shall want food to-morrow." 

^* Here's a pretty go ! . And do I pay scot, 
and lot to take in trampers who have not a 
shilling in their pockets ? 'Tis well my hus- 
band is not at home. Miss, he*d send you to 
^ . Bridewell, you huzzy, and the fittest place 
for you o' my conscience^" 

Mary stayed to hear no more ; she had on 
a former occasion been threatened with 
Bridewell, and, ignorant of the Police laws, 
doubted not but such a measure was practi- 
cable. Feebly creeping along she made up 
her mind to rest on the first friendly step 
which offered— for to subject herself to fresh 
insult by repeating her inquiry for a lodging 
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was not to be endured — when a cry of " stop 
thief,'* was heard behind her, and a man 
rushing past, owing to the narrowness of 
the pavement, pushed her down; and her 
head coming in contact with a stone vessel 
filled with vegetables, bled profusely, and 
reduced her to a state of insensibility. 

The poor little shop, of which this mug 
and its contents fonned a part, did not con* 
tain merchandise to the amount of five shil* 
lings ; yet was this the whole stock in trade 
of as worthy a little woman as ever God 
put breath into. The sight of a young and 
lovely creature thus violently thrown upon 
.her notice, excited feelings of sympathy 
and compassion ; and having, witJi the assis- 
tance of some gaping by-standei's, whom 
curiosity had drawn to the threshold, raised 
the insensible form of Mary, and placed it 
on a bench by the fire ; she dismissed the 
crowd, and closed her door ; then applying 
soft linen to the wound, and hartshorn to the 
nostrils of her patient, succeeded in stanch- 
ing the blood, and restoring animation. 

When Mary's senses fully returned^ she 
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looked round the puny, crowded dwellings 
but without recollection of any drcum*^ 
stance that could have made her its in mat & 
The cry of " stop thief," she perfectly re* 
membered ; and likewise a rude push from 
some ungentle being ; but the habitation and 
Its benevolent owner were alike strangers. 
" Where am I ?" she feebly uttered^ " and 
who are you that seem to take an interest in 
my fate ? What has befallen me, and where- 
fore this blood ?" 

*' Compose yourself, my poor child, and 
all will be welL A fall brought you headlong 
into my little shop^ attended with a trifling 
scratch, but a few hours rest, and some of 
my neighbour's plaster, which I am never 
without, will soon heal it. Mean time, as 
you seem perfectly recovered, and it grows 
late, if your home be any where in the 
neighbourhobd, or even at some trifling dis- 
tance, I will support you to it, and explain to 
your friends the cause of your appearance**' 

The mention *of friends drew a sigh from 
the bosom of Mary ; and raising her clasped, 
hands she cried, ^' Oh ! turn me not out ! I 
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h^ve no friends to receive me— no habita- 
tion to shelter me — no food to support me.'* 
Then recollecting her little stock, she drew 
it from her pocket, and spreading it before 
the astonished retailer, continued, "Oh 
take it — ^take it all^ so that I may avoid the 
cruel elements, and still more cruel taunts 
of my own species, and under this humble 
and protecting roof find safety. You know 
not— may you never know the indignities — . 
the dangers of a situation you can avert, by 
giving me shelter only till the break of day/' 

** Shelter ! poor child ! Can my hurable 
roof indeed shelter one, who speaks as thou 
dost ? Be it so. I will not enquiry what 
unfortunate chance reduced thee to thy pre- 
sent distress, but prepare thy bed, and lead 
thee to the repose thou needest. But before 
I go, here is a little warm milk, steep some 
bread in it, 'twill do thee good.** 

Mary followed her advice, and found the 
aliment warm and nourishing ; then retiring 
to a homely, but clean bed, she lay reflecting 
on the vicissitudes which Jiad reduced her to 
accept charity from the bricklayer, and the 
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vender of greens. The, desertion of her hus- 
band too^ at a moment so pregnant with dan- 
ger, could be Accounted for on no principle 
that did not bring agony to her distracted 
mind j untU the lucky thought occurred, 
; that probably her letter had been intercept- 
ed, and her frequent 'messages undelivered. 

The more she thought of this, the clearef 
evidence it carried, till at length doubt was 
reduced to certainty; ; and the difficulties of 
the preceding day vanished, by recollecting, 
that the street she was anxious to find, ad« 
joined that where the female penitentiary was 
situated, and so public a charity could not be 
ptherwise than well known. 

This train of thinking kept her a Wake the 
whole night ; and as soon as day peeped 
through the small casement, she arose, and 
was received by her friendly hostess with no 
abatement, but rather added civility; from 
the certainty that however poor and friend- 
less she now might be, her former life had 
been one of ease — perhaps affluence ; and 
that impurity was not amongst her faults, 
otherwise she would have felt no dread of 
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bdng turned adrift at tho% hours^ which 
the unfortunate choose for their nocturnal 
adventures. 

After breakfastj Mary made known her 
wish to find —.«---— Street, and describing 
its vicinity to the penitentiary asylum, re- 
ceived every instruction, and likewise an in* 
vitation to return provided those she sought 
were either unable or unwilling to protect 
her. Grateful for such considerate kindness, 
Mary promised to see her again whether the 
event of her walk was attended with success . 
or disappointment. **To you my good- 
friend/' she continued, ^^ I owe much, and 
the moment, if ever that arrive, in which I 
am enabled to shew my gratitude, will be 
the happiest event of my life.'* Having re- 
turned the change to her pocket, any part 
of which Mrs. Carter refused to retain, 
Mary, with renovated spirits, arising from 
the idea of not being as heretofore friendless, 
but that one roof at last was willing to shel- 
ter her, pursued her way; and though it 
was long and tfedious, from frequently mak- 
ing a circuit. When a more dear knowledge 
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of the Streets would have led her at right 
angles ; yet the house once in view she for- 
got her fatigue, and giving a cheerful knocks 
where the last attempt was made with fear 
and trembling, the bold, unfeeling woman 
made her appearance ; and with more thaH 
her accustomed acerbity, denied all know- 
ledge of the letter or messenger. *' A 
•Strange man/' she added, "has been cfnquir- 
ing after you, though your pretended hus- 
band seenis to care little about you j he 
tomes not, nor ever ^ill 111 be bound :—he • 
knows better than to shew hb face where he 
owes money ; and as to the letter you talk • 
' c^ leaving,, it will be of no use, for I shall 
trouble myself no more with you, or your 
f paltry concerns ; except it be my good for* 
tune to catch your gallsmt^ and in that case 
to Qpjod he goes.'* 

Before Mary had time to enquire about 
the strange man, who she little doubted was 
the detested Clayton, the door was agaia 
thrown to, but she had suffered toQ severely 
by one essay, to come within the chance of a 
second. . And purchasing a roll, with which 
she beguiled the way, arrived safe at Mrs. 
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Carter's little dwelling, and more than ever 
appreciated that kindness, which provoked a 
comparison between the humble tenant of a 
shed, and the mistress of a house goodly in 
appearance, but whose owner possessed a 
foul that might have been comprised in a 
nut shell* 

, After sitting a few minutes, during whicb 
Mrs. Carter bustled amongst her tea cups, 
Mary complained of a pain in her head, and 
a shivering sensation in her limbs. This 
aroused the good woman's attention ; and 
when she perceived the hectic flush on her 
cheek, she bitterly blamed her own negli- 
gence in suffering her guest to face the cold, 
after the over night's accident. . *' But fear 
not, my child," added she j *^ a cup, of hot 
tea, and a good night*s rest, for the last you 
know was but a wakeful one, will put every 
thing to rights ; or, if it should not, I have a 
neighbour, a distant relation indeed, wha 
always prescribes for me, and I am sure will 
do the same for- any one under my fOo£ 
Shall I caB him now ?" 

•* Not this evening J I feel heavy and will 
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f ry to court sleep. The drowzy fit has not 
been upon me, except for a few minutes, dur- 
ing the last two nights, and I hail its return 
as the harbinger of restored health.*' 

But Mary was again disappointed, no rc- 
freshing slumbers niarked the present night, 
but restless and disturbed, she counted the 
hourly strokes from an adjoining steeple, and 
heard every call of the scarcely intelligible 
watchman. A feverish thirst too shrivelled 
her parched lips, and when Mrs. Carter paid 

'• her maternal visit, the poor sufferer appeared 
with a fsice of scarlet, and eyes almost burst- 
ing from their sockets. Now indeed it was 
time to try her neighbour's skill, and without 
further procrastination he was summoned to 
the bed side. ** Very bad indeed, my good wo- 
man,'' said the Doctor as his finger rested on 
her pulse ; " beats at the rate of a hundred 
and twenty. — When was she taken, and what 
has she taken ?" Mrs. Carter answered him 
as well as she was able, and amongst other 
information pointed out the wound above 
her temple; that however was in a healing 
state, and he attributed her disorder, from 
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what he could gather, to uneasiness of 
mind, fatigue, and watchfulness. Every 
thing was ordered that gave a prospect of 
relief, but till the disorder arrivedat a crisis^ 
nothing could be ascertained ; *^ youth, and 
^ naturally good constitution,** he observed, 
'' were in her favor, and those were advao- 
tages of material ioiportance/' 

Before night a delirium of the most un* 
governable nature took firm possession of her 
mind^ and force was requisite to keep her ia 
bed« Her husband, her bdbvcd Frederick, 
she declared was dying, and she must receive 
his last breath ; ^^ and. who so proper/' she 
proceeded ** as myself ? my father gave me 
to him on his death-bed— ^left me as a legacy 
in his will — and no force on earth has power 
to keep me from him. — Clayton and Mrs» 
Leesom deceived me— p-they raised the wind 
that deprived me of Julia & note, but the poor 
bricklayer, gave me a substitute, and now I 
hugh at their malioe."— In such discourse, 
but all tending to one point, namely, her 
sufferings, and Frederick's absence, passed 
nearly the following week j at the end of 
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, that period her fever was partly reduced, but 
Seft the poor victim so weak and bnguid, that 
-life couid scarcely be said to survive j and ie- 
t ipei^al week& elapsed ere comfortable nourish- 
ment and good nursing restored her, even to 
that small degree erf strength she * possessed 
previous to her confinement. 

During this period Mrs. Carter had neg- 
lected her Kttle shop, for Mary chimed all 
her attention; and having a small sum of 
money before hand, she cheerfoUy procured 
those strengthening connfdrts, without which 
her dear child, as she fondly called her, 
would inevitably have sunk into a decline ; 
;but under whose reviving influence she 
gained daily some portion of strength. She 
had just returned from her first short airing, 
when two rude fellows burst into the house,- 
and laid an execution on the goods for rent 
due the preceding day. 

Mrs. Carter would have argued against 
the cruelty and injustice of this proceedings 
hut was interrupted by one of the men ob- 
serving, ** Come, come, mother Carter, as. 
you have retired from business, you surely. 
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cannot be at a loss for five pounds; "and if 
you are, your fine lady-lodger must post the 
coal; you have beea very good to her, I 
understand, and now it is her turn to be 
good to you, one turn deserves another, aisd 
pay both your debt and her own." 

This attack set^ Mary's poverty and obli- 
gations in terrible array before her. The 
dreadful truth that Mrs. Carter had been 
supporting her with the money reserved for 
her rent, flashed with terrifying conviction 
upon her mind, and her utter incapability of 
rendering the smallest return, either now or, 
she feared, hereafter, threw her into an 
agony of self-upbraiding, and Mrs. Carter 
forgot her own misfortunes, in endeavour- 
ing to sooth the sorrows of her lodger. But 
this scene of mutual tenderness and feeling 
was lost upon the bailiff; the rent he must 
have, and nothing but. the goods would be 
an equivalent. " Stay one moment," said 
the mortified owner of the cabin, *^ and Til 
fetch my friend, the Doctor ; he has not a ' 
heart callous to distress, though you have.*' 
And away she ran in search of the worthy 
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apothecary ; but disappointment wis visible 
in her countenance wlien, returning^ she in- 
formed Mary he was out of town. " Then^'* 
replied the bailiff, " we must begin a rum- 
maigc. Come, Ned, lend a helping hand ' 
with these chairs into the cart ; odso ! here's 
a decent cloak, carry that home for my 
wife, and, may-be, we shall find another for 
your's." 

" That cloak," cried Mrs. Garter, snatch- 
ing, it out ,of his hand, " belongs to this 
young lady J and touch it at your peril.** 

*^ Peril, dr no peril," replied the brute, 
^nihaveit." 

" Dispute it not, my dear Mts. Carter,'* 
said Mary, ^* if that trifle can repay the 
smallest part of my obligations to you, I shall 
be happy, and the man only jokes when he 
talks of appropriau.^ it to his ;own use. 
Besides, a thought strikes, me; if you, 
friend, will only wait until to-morrow morn- 
ing — and you can have no interest in; dis- 
tressing this worthy woman, prQVtded' you 
get the rent— ^I will make you a fjresefit ©f 
that cloak for ycur lenity.' 

VOL. 31, N 
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" Spoke like an emperor, by Jove ! As 
you say, Miss, I would as soon get the money 
by fair means as foiil, and twenty^four hours 
can make no great difference; so come 
along, Ned, and carry the cloak, you dog." 

The house was no sooner vacated than 
Mary opened her plan of operation. *• What, 
my dear friend and mother, I could never 
ask immediately for myself, I hesitate not, 
circumstanced as we are, to implore in your 
name* Moses Bentley, the most benevolent 
of men — ^ Quaker by profession — expends 
his large property in doing good. He once 
intended me a service ; l^ut for reasons you 
shall sometime learn— reasons which tell not 
to my disadvantage— I declined his kindness, 
and therefore have ^ claim, which, when he 
hears your story, I am sure he will not dis- 
pute. It is true I know not his residence ; 
but I aih well acquainted with the means 
through which it may be traced ; and as my 
road lies past the door of our former lodg- 
ing, I will once more subject myself to im- 
pertinence, for something — I know not 
what*— tells me I yet shall see my Frederick. 
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Besides, should I be every way unsuccesisful, 
which God forbid ! we have gained time ; 
your friendly apothecary will probably be 
horhe to-night, and he is a stay on which 
you may rest your hopes, should every otl^t 
foil. Come — look cheerful*— the day is be- 
fore me— the sun shines with genial warmth 
~and by the time your afternoon tea is 
ready I hope to return the- harbinger of glad 
tidings/* 

Mrs. Carter's mind had been so s^tated 

by the motning's event, that she forgot 

Mary's recent illqess and pre#nt* imbecility ; 

otherwise, it is prc^able she would either 

have given a decided negative to the plan 

entirely, or. at least have accompanied her in 

the execution of it. Instead of this, Mary 

had been gone a considerable time before 

she even missed her ; then her weakness and 

incapacity for so long a walk occurred with 

aggravated force, and, " what will become 

of her ?** issued involuntarily from her lips. 

The die vi^s, however, cast, and in waiting 

the result, the anxious woman forgot her 

dinner-hour, and prepared her kettle and 

N 2 
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crodcery with more of hope than expecta* 
tion, that her interesting lodger would ever 
again join her sociable board. Five o'clock 
struck — the sixth hour arrived— but with* 
out bringing Mary; The night was dark 
and cold for the month of May— a drizzling 
rain likewise began to falV and Mary was 
unprepared to encounter it. Every gentle 
step that passed the window she fanded was 
her's ; and more than once ran to the door, 
in the almost certainty of finding her pro- 
tegee. But time brought only disappoint- 
ment ; and she^^as finishing the last cup of 
her solitiary meal, when a smart knock updn 
the door made her start. A moment's re<" 
flection, however, convinced her it could not 
be Mary! — No! Mary would have opened 
the door ; and if not able, a single modest 
rap would have sufficed ; but this was rude 
and boisterous — the run*away alarm of some 
unlucky boy. As she settled this in her 
owii mind, and prepared to wash her tea- 
cups, the knocking was repeated; when^ 
opening the door, a gentleman appeared. 
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and asking if her name was Carter, walked 
in and dosed the entrance. 

The smile of good-nature and afiabtlity 
played upon the stranger's countenance, and 
seeing the tea-equipage, he requested, if not 
too much trouble, to be favoured with a 
cup. 

" Alack, Sir !" replied the Dame, ** your 
honour is not used to drink such poor tea as 
my humble board aflfords,** 

^' But my wife is; and where she has 
been treated with the kindness of a daughter, 
and the hospitality of a friepd^ her grateful 
husband trusts he may be indulged with 
one cup." 

*' Oh, Sir ! trifle not with my feelings — 
say quickly— is it Mary of whom you are 
speaking ?" 

" It is, good mother !— your own Mary ! 
— your's by kindness and adoption I-^your's 
by sympathy and benevolence ! — She could 
not return herself this evening ; but deputed 
me her substitute, * to drive away the fiends 
. who haunted you this morhing, and to as- 
sure you of her duty and affection.'* 
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" Where found you the poor child ? — Par- 
don my tears — where found you Mary }*' 

'* When she left you this morning full of 
the benevolent design of seeking relief from 
Moses Bentley, her spirits buoyant beyond 
her strength, carried her along at a quicker 
pace than her debilitated frame would up- 
hold, until, exhausted with fatigue, and pale 
6'om exertion, I found her, nearly fainting, 
at my benefactor's door in Lombard-street. 
At the first view I concluded her weakness 
to proceed from want, knowing in what a 
state I left her, and unable to trace her be- 
yond our wretche4 garret ;* but when she 
recovered, and entered into the detail of 
your pitying kindness, and the consequences 
which followed, at the same time assurinjg 
me, that no sleep would visit your pillow 
this night, if left in ignorance of her fite, 
I slipped out, after seeing my Mary comfort- 
able in bed; and hope the intelligence I 
bring, and the note I, by my wife's order, 
give to her mother, will act as an opiate, and 
procure you sweet and comfortable repose* 
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Good night! To-morrow your daughter 
will take her dinner with ypu as usual/ 

" And will not you, Sir, honour me 
too?'' 

" My company, my ^od dame, would 
only be an interruption to the confidential 
communication she. means to make ; but in 
the evening I shall fetch her homej mean 
time, farewell! and God bless you !" 

Vivacity was the natural temper of Fre- 
derick's mind, though he has hitherto ap 1 
peared of a sombre cast, and certainly not 
without reason* Misfortune and griping 
poverty are not subjects of merriment — dis- 
honour, and a loved, lost wife, are not ob- 
jects on which we can dwell with pleasure- 
but thrde of these enemies to haj^piness 
were now done away, and the fourth was 
fading gradually from his mind. 

It is true a fifth cause of grief might be 
traced, namely, the depravity of his mother ; 
but Frederick was not one of those who 
reverence a parent, merely because she bears 
the name. He wanted something more 
substantial on which to build affection. That 
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Mr. Litchfield had liberally supplied, and In 
his grave reposed all the^filial piety Hannah 
Leigh's son was capable of. He had beheld, 
without those sensations which some authors 
say are inherent in the human breast, and 
draw us involuntarily towards the author of 
our being— the woman who gave him 
birth ; but without any other emotion than 
what piiy for female depravity necessarily 
creates, and that desire which springs in the 
breast of every man to draw erring crea- 
tures from the paths of vice ; beyond this, 
Mrs. Mellor — or Stokes—for by that name 
he now knew her, interested not her son j 
for virtue claims no kindred with vice- 
morality and religion liold no voluntary in- 
tercourse with sin and prof^neness* 

Had Mrs. Stokes been poor, FrederiA 
would, from a rigid sense of duty, have 
shielded her to the best of his ability from 
the snares of future temptation ; but hearing 
she was splendidly married, he could only 
pity her husband, and endeavour to forget 
that such a 6eingas herself existed. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



A SEPARATION — A FAMILY PARTY AND 

MUCH UNEASINESS RESULTING FROM 

FALSEHOOD. 

It 

PARTIES were now beginning to form 
for the summer ; for people in high life do 
not adjourn to their country seats to enjoy 
the pleasures of retirement after the fatigues 
of a dissipated winter ; but collect a group, 
the more heterogeneous the better, since 
^ amusement is the great aim of these time- 
killers ; and whether that comes in the form» 
of sense and reason, or in the more common 
garb of the ridiculous, the frivolous, or the 
aflfected, it is welcomed as a mean to destroy 
the tedium of long days ; the odiousness of 
green fields and sun*beams, and the never 
enough to be abhorred visits of the Squire-— 
the Rector — ^the Doctor— and |j^r dowdy« 
notable, and simpering wives. 

The Duchess of. Newland's. party for open* 

n3. 
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ing the summer campaign, consisted of her 
own immediate family, including Leslie Tal- 

« 

bot, and Philippa Heafhcote, the niece of her 
Grace ; the Countess of Milford, Mrs. Bloom- 
field, Miss Auburn, Sir Laurence Lounge, 
Captain Corbett, and the Rev. Mr. Lillyman, 
the clerical Adonis mentioned in the city 
ball. Lady Ann and Fanny had received a 
pressing invitation; likewise Lord Moseley 
and Lady Maria; but Lady Ann declined 
the party as being too gay, and Fanny, on 
the score of duty and filial tenderness. Lord 
Moseley assigned no particular reason for his 
refusal, and his sister*s presence could not be 
dispensed with at Castle Priory. 

In less than a week after the birth-day, the 
fashionables above-named, except Mrs. 
Bloomfield, who promised to follow in a day 
or two, left town for Newland Abbey ; a 
fine gothic mansion, situated in the county 
of Oxford, and within ten miles of its &med 
university. On the same day Mr. O'Brian 
also departed for Ireland, intending so to 
settle his afiairs in that kingdom, that he 
might &x his future residence in the vicinity 
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of his newly-found relatives. ' But four Aiys 
only ehpsed after his departure ere Lady 
Ann received the following letter in a 
strange hand, and bearing the Chester post« 
mark. 

. Chester y June 14tt* 1812. 

#. 

Madam, 

I AM requested by Mr. 0*Brian, 
'who now lies dangerously ill at the Feathers 
Inn, to inform your Ladyship that the Mail 
coach overturned within a mile of this city, 
whereby his left arm was broke and his body 
ptheifwise much contused. We have care* 
fully set the limb, but his feverish symptoms, 
.unless timely subdued, leave us more to 
fear than hope. He begs me to say that if 
your Ladyship would condescend to visit a 
sick man you would do him more good than 
all the faculty in Chester. This, between 
ourselves, I beg leave to deny ; for broken 
arms are not set. by friendship, nor fevers 
cured by the mere ties of propinquity* 
Nevertheless, I think your Ladyship's -pre* 
sence n^ghj; sud our sldill \ particularly if a 
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ydfcng lady whom Mr. O^Brian designater 
Fanny, were to be of the travelling party ; 
but that he bids me say is a point on 
•which your Ladyship must be sole judge. 

I remain, Madam, 
with high respectfl 
Tour Ladyship's obedient and 
very humble Servant, 

SiLVBSTBR BrOOMHSAD^ 

Surgeon. 

Lady Ann called to her aid the advice of 
Mr. Strictland respecting the Surgeon's letlen 
** You see, my good friend," she observed, 
^* how inconsistently Mr. Broomhead writes. 
First he alarms me by the immediate danger 
of his patient, and in the same breath jokes 
about broken arms and fevers, as thou^ 
they were matters of no importance. What 
am I to think?" 

^ That Silvester Broomhead is a humour- 
ist, 2uid probably introduces his witty sallies 
into the very chamber of death. I think 
pleasantry in a doctor has its use as well as 
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physic; and I would no more introduce a 
morose-looking^ saturnine-visaged practitioner 
into a sick room, particularly where the 
patient was ^ciful, otherwise hippish^ than I 

would an undertaker ; I think one would 

* 

frighten the poor sick body as little as the 
other. But whSt does your Ladyship de- 
termine upon ?" 

TogOy undoubtedly." 

And take Fanny ?** 
" I should rather not. It will be a hurry* 
ing journey from which she can derive nei- 
ther pleasure nor improvement; and a me- 
lancht^ly visitation, if the surgeon's forebod* 
ings are just, from which I would spare her 
feelings. Miss Cavendish, you know, will be 
here this evening, and she I am sure will 
cheerfully accompany tne.'*. 

" If we could property dispose of Fanny, 
I would offer myself as your escort; but 
unfortunately Mrs. Bloomfield leaves town 
to morrow for Newland Abbey. But 
however her grace would be highly flat- 
tered if you could consent to leave Fanny 
in her care during your enforced absence ; 
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and she might with propri^y visit Oxford- 
shire under Mrs. Koomfield s protection.'* 

Fanny, finding a temporary absence from 
her mother indispensable, cheerfully agreed^ 
to Mr. Strictland's arrangement ; and send^ 
ing a note to Mrs. Bloomfield^ assisted in 
preparing the separate packages: during 
which Lady Ann dispatched the following 
letter to the Duchess of Newland. 

Madam, 

I AM taking a liberty 
.which will require all your grace's goodness 
.to pardon. After refusing Fanny to^ your 
earnest solicitations, I am enforced to beg 
your protection of her durii^ my own ine- 
laachply journey into Cheshire^ where a 
sick relative requires my presence. Into 
very few hands would I trusty my treasure, 
but your grace is an exception to every thing 
that can be objectionable ; and if you will 
only ps^rdon this seeming variableness, I shall 
b^n my tour without one care for her safety, 
but many for the trouble I am imposing on 
your grace. 
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I beg to be remembered with friendship 
by the Duke and your iamily circle, and 
remain 

Your grace's obliged friend, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Ann Fitz-York, 

Lomlard Street, June \Ath, 1612. 

P. S. Fanny, who travels en iUiie with 
Mrs. Bloomfield, will pay her personal re- 
spects to-morrow. 

The following day two post chaises were 
in readiness to receive the travellers. Whilst 
Mrs. Bloomfield and her charge proceeded 
through Uxbridge, Lady Ann's party took the 
Barnet road, where we shall not follow them, 
but proceed wit hour heroine into Oxfordshire. 

Philippa Heathcote, niece to her grace of 
Newland, possessed an ample independent 
fortune j and having determined in her own 
mind to be a Duchess, from the moment 
Leslie Talbot was pronounced presumptive 
heir to his uncle, spared no pains to awaken 
the same desires in the young man^ but 
hitherto without eSect. Being ^nearly con- 
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Biected with the Duchess, for whom he felt 
an almost filial respect, he always treated her 
niece with politeness and some shew of re- 
gard ; but without flattering her with hopes 
that the desired end would be accomplished. 
Yet, having as yet professed no extraordi- 
nary admiration for any other fen[iale,. she 
met the Abbey party in high spirits, and 
more than ever resolved to carry her 
plans. 

The family were assembled at breakfart 
when Lady Ann's letter arrived : and the 
undisguised pleasure Leslie expressed at the 
expected arrival of so charming a visitor^ 
gave Philippa the first jealous pang she ever 
experienced. But perfectly mistress of hy- 
pocrisy, she artfully concealed her vexation^ 
and spoke x>f her own promised happinesain 
the society of so charming a. friend. ** Au^ 
burn and I," she continued, ^^ shall have a 
companion of our own sex and age^ and a ' 
party of three is so ddightful ! Two girls 
would soon grow tired of each other ; but 
a third creates such enchanting variety, and 
Miss Fitz-York is, according to Leslie** xer 
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port, so good, as ^eU as beautiful, that it will 
be our own faults, Auburn, if we do hot pro- 
fit by the acquaintance/' 

Lady Milford, whose partiality for Fanny 
has been already recorded^ cautioned Phi- 
lippa against raising her expectations to a 
height which would defeat their own pur- 
pose. *• If I wished,'* she proceeded, " to 
lessen the value of an object, there is no one 
method so effectual as high-fraught pane- 
gyric. Besides, Miss Fitz-York, by educa- 
tion, from; which our habits and opinions 
take tHeir bias, is ill calculated to shine in 
circles of haut ton y her graces and accom- 
plishments are not obtrusive— they do not 
cocnnnand homage — but are modest and retir- 
ing as her virtues. .Neither is her person 
calciilated for general admiration ; but the 
heart which once really owns her power, in 
my opinion will never bow at the shrine of 
any other object." 

Philippa looked attentively at Leslie dur*. 
ing this description of her dreaded rival, and 
fancied she saw his countenance lighted up 
with more than usual animation. But de->^ 
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termitied not to betray those emotions which 
inwardly tbrmented her, replied with much 
assumed gaiety, ** Well, I wish this modest, 
retiring creature would arrive, that I might 
judge from my own observation ; for be- 
tween Leslie's praise^ ana your Ladyship's 
commendation, Miss Fitz-York must be a 
rara-avis— a faultless creature with whom 
poor Auburn and I shall stand no chance of 
competition. Did you ever see her. Sir 
Laurenqe ?'* 

« Never/* replied the Baronet } ** I never 
had that precise degree of happiness/* 

^^ But I have," interrupted Mr* lillyman. 
*^ I had the superlative honour of dancing in 
her party at a dty ball, and really I thought 
her tolerable for a country-bred Miss. 

^' Tolerable !" echoed the Countess with a 
sneer. 

^' Yes, my dear good Lady," r&p&ed Mr. 
Lillyman, *• you know there can be no com- 
parison between country and town breed- 
ing ; and if that be allowed, Miss Auburn 
and tlie lovely Philippa must carry aU com- 
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petitorship hollow. Don't you think so, 
Baronet?'* 

** I have not taken the trouble to think at 
all upon the subject ;" replied Sii: Ldurence 
yawning, **the first time I do, you, Lillyman, 
shall profit by my cogitations." 
• " I would that Bloomfield were here,** 
observ^d*the Countess. 

** For what particular reason ?*' asked 
Leslie. 

*' To quicken Sir Laurence's thinking facul- 
ties/' replied her Ladyship j •* if they are not 
upon the alert when the widow comes, she 
will goad and spur him till he scarcely knows 
whether he is a man or a horse.'' 

** She is an odious creature" observed the 
pretty Miss Auburn, ^^ and ought not to be 
tolerated in civilized society. I wonder 
your grace should invite her.*' 

*' She is a character you know, my dear,** 
said the Duchess, ^^ apd therefore valuable in 
the country. But more than that, she is a 
respectable, well-informed woman ; and 
though her satire cuts keenly, it is never ap« 



284 PAKMT FITZ-YORK. . 

plied but where the patient can be cured by^ 
no other weapon/' 

^ Patients cttced !" echoed Sir Laurence, 
who had partially heard the foregoing speech ; 
*^ What is our party tx> be enriched by the 
presence of a feniale practiti<Mier ?" 

" Yes/' replied the Countess^ "one well 
versed in cauterizing the human nfnnd ; and 
who applies, her knowledge with so mtfch 
skill that she seldom fails in 



cure*" 



" She is a terrible old woman^" cried 
Corbett." 

^' Have you found her Sa, Captain ?^' asked 
lady Milford archly ; ^ 'that is indirectly pleading • 
guilty i for Mrs. Bloomfield is only terrible 
to those who are wilfully vidous, or glaringly 
faulty/' . 

The party now dispersed to spend the 
morning as inclination or the wlum of the 
moment prompted*. 

The DuchesSy at those hours when*h^ 
guests assembled around her^ was a truly 
well-bred womanj^ and a most attentive 
hostess. But the time betwixt breakfast and 
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dinner, was independent of all controul, and 
appropriated as though she were herself a 
visitor, and not amenable to the dictates of 
hospitality. *^Were' it otherwise," her 
grace observed, ** the owner of a mansion 
like burs, where there is a constant succession 
of company, would lead a worse life than 
tlie mistress of an Inn, for she would have 
all the n:ouble, without any of the profit;*' 

The party were taking their seats at the 
dinner table, when Mrs. Bloomfield's chaise 
whirled round the appro^ch^ and a thun- 
dering knock caused a momentary pause in 
th^r proceedings. "Now for the lovely 
Fanny," said his Grace. The words were 
scarcely uttered, when Leslie rushed from 
the apartmeitf:, and, whilst the company 
were still standing, returned leading the Wi- 
dow and her blooming companion ; whose 
Hebe-like figure was rendered more interest- 
ing by exercise ; whilst the careless irregu- 
larity of her auburn ringlets, formed a con- 
trast with the exact uniformity and formal 
precision of those just released from the 
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torturing fingers of th^ Abigails, highly 
in Fanny's favor. 

After our heroine had psud her respects, 
and been introduced to the strangers; she 
would have apologized for her travdiing 
dress, but was silenced in the onset by Mrs. 
Bloonofield, who loudly exclaimed, *' After 
dinner, child, we will have as much as you 
please on the subject. But the viatids look 
so tempting, and my appetite is ill such good 
humour, that the eloquence of an angel 
would be annoying, until I have paid my 
respects to something more substantial. So 
take your usual places, good folks ; whilst I 
and Miss Fitz-York, for this day at least, 
have the honour of being the Duke's sup- 
porters." « 
• The widow's arrangement being made in 
A positive key, was agreed to ; and the usual 
attentive ceremonies — the general observa* 
tions updn meats and made dishes, uninter- 
rupted by Mrs* Bloomfield, except by an oc- 
casional emphatic, "Pshaw!" finished the 
repast. But the servants were no sooner 
withdrawn, than she addressed Sir Laurence 
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Lounge, ^ho had been more than commonly • 
voluble during dinner ; by asking his opi- 
nion of the men and manners of the pre- 
sent day. 

^^ My opinion, madam !" he replied in ac- 
cents visibly alarmed, *' Why mine?" "Be- 
cause you have*been so eloquent upon trifling 
matters, that upon subjects of importance, 
to w hich you doubtless pay equal attention, 
I am impatient to derive information and 
amusement.'* 

** Really, madam,*' replied the simple Baro- 
net, "I am* at this moment totally unpre- 
pared, ^or a discussion of this nature. The 

I 

fact is, we leave those things to poor devils 

; who live by their wits *' 

** I am sorry for it," interrupted his tor- 
mentor ,: ** the study of men and manners 
is sur-ely not less important than the study 
of cookery ; but perhaps the meridian of 
'. your understanding can encompass the one, 
and is not extensive enough to comprehend 
the other. In th^t case the fates alone are 
to blame, in giving you a title and fortune. 
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thereby destroying a useful member of the 
culinary art." 

^^I cannot understand why you are so 
cursed severe upon me mdividually/' said 
Sir Laurence : *^ the observations I have 
bad the honour to make.upon the sldll of his 
Grace*$ cook, are opinions that flow as natu- 
rally whilst we are eating — — " 

^^ As a dissertation upon wines, and the 
manner of producing them, follows the re- 
moval of the doth," observed Mrs. Bloom- 
field. " Upon that principle, the hours spent 
at dinner, and during the dessert, which ac- 
tually employ one fourth of our waking ex- 
istence, must necessarily be devoted to a dis* 
cussion on eating and drinking. But with 
all due respect to those indispensable avoca- 
tions, I think suiting the word to the action 
may be dispensed with on this occasion, and 
subjects of intellectual importance substi- 
tuted with no bad effect. What think you, 
^Ir. Lillyman ?" 

*' M— re, Madam !" faultered out the beauty 
qf holiness^ a name he was generally known 
by. 
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Yes," replied the incorrigible widow, 

should not you very much prefir a d^- 
course upon white hands, ivory teeth, and 
well-cut nails, to the merits of fish sauce and 
fricasees i Lam sure you would, and as they 
are subjects of equal importance, I know 
you will second me if I pro()ose that topic 
for to morrow 'S dinner diicussion, provided 
iK> enlightened member of this society can 
point out a theme of more interest.'* 

Sir Laurence joyfully repaid Mi. LiHy- 
man's former triumphant looks ; and turn* 
ingto Miss Auburn' whispered something ' 
to whidx she aixliUy answered '^ Shocking !' 
not to be bocne witji in civilized ^crety l^ 
, ** True, Miss Auburn J* replied the widow. 
^^ Such an impeachment of our understand- 
ings is not to be borne patiently ; therefore 
do j/ou propose a subject on which we can 
exercise our minds.^* 

The Duchess, willing to change the dis- 
course, enquired concerning their 'journey, 
and hoped it had been attended by no acci- 
dent. . - 

*' Nq accident on our parts ;" replied Mrs. 

VOL. II. o 
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Bloomfield, *'but an adventure^ in "wlnch 
Miss Fitz-Tork had nearly destroyed the Me 
of a fellow creature •" 

** I !'• said Fanny blushing. 

** Yes, you, my dear. As we were step- 
ping into the chaise at Uxbridge, young 
Warbrick, of charioteering notoriety, dressed . 
with a nice regard to costume, drove up to 
the Inn door four in hand, and to my no 
small amazement cailedforzflash^Ughtningf, 
"Ere I had time to construe these words, they 
were explained by the Landlord bawling 
out, a glass of gin Jbr his honor ! ! But 
his honor at that moment caught sight <^ 
my charge, and all lightnings exoept what 
flashed from her eyes^ seemed to be forgotten j 
for he refused the gtn^ and until the chaise 
drove ofi^ Fanny kept undivided possession of 
his attention. 

" We had scarcely proceeded a mile when 
he again overtook us, and such was the at- 
tractive quality of — — don't bhish, my 
' dear- — I dare say I was the magnet — ^but whe- 
ther or not, his eye, instead of minding the 
direction of his steeds, was turned back 



Upon ii8> until the slender i;^faeel of his Ba- ' 
rouche .coming in contact with the more 
clumsy one of a waggon, tilted his ho- 
nor into the ditch. Common humanity 
made us stop ; but finding the accident un- 
attended by any consequences, except a 
muddy exterior, we left his servant to per- 
form the cleansing operation, and his honor 
to regret that his attention had taken a retro- 
gade direction. Warbrick, I am told, has a 
benevolent heart : What a pity that fashion 
and notoriety should throw him out of his 
proper bias, and lead him to imitate the 
dress, and copy tlie manners of people, who 
cannot have an idea in common with himself 
except their skill in driving." >^ I wonder 
l^youdonh take him in hand. Mi's* Bloom- 
- ^d,*' said the Countess. ** We never happen 
to meet," replied the widow, "except as 
this morning by accident. Whenever we 
dOy he shall not be lost for want of a little 
wholesome correction ; because I have a pre^ 
sentiment that Warbrick was designed by 
nature for something superior to a coach- 
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man.'* 
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" What say you to an adjournaient j*' 
asked ihfi Duchess* ** The drawing-^room 
is mudi cooler than this apartmeat, and if 
any one prefer cards, the tables are by this 
time prepared.'' 

** Cards I'* echoed Mrs* Bbomfield. ** Sure- 
ly this ddightful evening is not to be sacri- 
ficed to the four aces. Suffer me to propose 
an amendment. Miss Fitz-York, if I may 
judge by sympathy, has had sitting. enough 
for one day ; the prospect and the weather ^^ 
both invite^ and who can rdBose to .obey 
them?" 

' The widpw^s amendment was unanimpusly 
adopted, at least none dared to oppose her, 
and a walk in the beautifiil pleasure grounds 
surrounding Ncwlaad Abbey was followed \ 
by an evening where rational cohversatiofi^ 
intermixed with music, left little te^et ; if 
any, it was carefully concealed, that c^ds had 
for one day been ousted. I^site Talbot 
ranked amongst the first musical amateurs 
of the day ; the Duchess and her younger. 
daughter were no mean adepts in the science ^ 
and Fanny, both on the piano and harp, add- 
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ed to the genend enjoyment. AKght suppfer 
finished the day^ at which Leslie secured a 
seat by the side of our heroine ; and by watch- 
ful attention^ and sprightly converse, f)Oured 
gall into the cup of Philippa, but left Fanny 
without a single sorrow, except* what arose 
froxn the absence of her beloved piother. 

It was to Fanny's influence Over the mind 
of Corbett that he isacrificed the eclat of the 
duel J for knowing Lady Ann*s attachment to 
Moseley, the proposal of secresy was acceded 
to with joy, since her knowledge of it would 
have prevented all future intercourse, and 
Fanny's inflextbitity he resolved to overcome 
at all hazards. ^TiS true, Leslie*s m^ked 
attention gave hint little less alarni than they 
conveyed to the bosom- of Philippa; but 
when he saw his own £ace in the mirror, and 
compared its smooth arid brilliant surface with 
the less favored countenance of his honorable 
competitor, he smiled at the idea of rivalry, r 
and sunk to repose with the delightful cer- 
tsdnty of b^ing irresistible. 

The following day, on the strength of old 
acquaintance, aiid fc^ the pleasure of making. 



294f FANNY FITZ-YORK. 

• ■ * 

Lady Ann and Mr. Strictland the topic of 
conversation, Fanny suffered him, during a 
general ramble in the Park, to monopolize 
some degree of her attention j for which Phi- 
lippa gave him ample oj^ortunity by drawing 
Leslie aside ; whilst Sir Laurence and Mr. 
£illyman attached themselves to the Duke's 
daughters, to whom likewise Miss Auburn 
clung, as to the strongest party. These mo«- 
ments Corbett endeavoured to turn to his ad» 
vantage by the artillery of soft looks— deep- 
fetched sighs — and painting the pleasures of 
reciprocal affection. But finding thdse ineffi- 
cient, he changed his tone j described the ou* 
series of unrequited love — the torments of a 
concealed passion-~and ended by saying that 
none buc a fool would declare an attachment 
before he was in $ome measure encouraged 
by hopes of success. " Love is of itself tor- 
ment enough,*' he observed, " without having 
scorn likewise to encounter ; and that female^s 
generosity will be trebly valued, who setting 
the arts of prudery and coquetry dtk defiance, 
nobly confides in the man of her choice ; and 
by those encouraging attentions, which love 
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only knows, lead him to believe that h5» decla- 
ration will be accepted." 

Fanny, though young in years, was not to 
be caught by arguments so flimsy, though 
love had seconded the sc^hist. But feeling 
towards Captain Corbett no sentiment warmer 
than perfect indifference, she shewed an impa* 
tience during the foregoing address not very 
flattering to his vanity ; and finding he ex* 
pected an answer, replied, •* Captain Corbett, 
I cannot imagine how this strange subject 
came to be introduced. Love is a theme on 
which I have no experience, and therefore 
can be no judge ; but ignorant as I confess 
myself, I think your arguments unfriendly to 
female delicacy ; and feel no pride ux being 
the confidante of such a passion, much less 
should I a$pir^ to be the object of it/' 

<* Indeed 1" 

*^ In very truth.** 

"Your aflections are otherwise eng^ed 
ttfen ?*' 

^' Does jjiat folldw ? Cannot I. be indifferent 
towaids Captain Corbett without a. prefer- 
ence elsewhere ?"" 



296 FANNY FITZ-YORK* 

^^ I ihink my pretensions would insure me 
the favour of almost any woman who could 
boast a disengaged heart.'' : 

** I will not deny the general position, be- 
cause, perhaps, lam an incompeleat jildge of 
the pretensions you aHude to. But of this 
you may rest assured, that I shall ever remain 
an exception to the rule you think so positive^ 
and nothing but the most egregious vanity^ 
could advance for truths what appears to me 
to be the height of folfy ^d premmption.'* 

At the conclusion of this speech, Fanny 
turned alvay, intending to join her female as^ 
sociates ^ but they wete too distant for an 
immediate meeting, and Corbett walked sul* 
lenly by her side, pondering on means 
to revenge the proud contempt her words 
so pointedly expressed. At length he dissi- 
pated the silence by hoping Misft Fitz-YOrk 
was not offended past forgiveness ; promising 
if she could forget his folly, and forgive his 
temerity — to which he added a hope that she 
would not expose his fnulf , by communicat- 
ing it, to those whose lash he dreaded — to 
observe in future the most respectful silence^ 
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and to confine his ill-fated prepossessioa 
witbin the precincts of friendship. 

Fanny, in whom pity was a stronger pas 
sion than anger } and who knew there was 
stifEcient opening for Mrs, Bloomfield*s sar » 
castic raillery, without adding to it by ex- 
posing his vanity, promised not to betray 
by her own behaviour that any thing unplea^ 
sant had occurred, since it would hkewise 
Expose herself to animadversions she wished 
carefully to avoid. So that when they joined 
their companions, a common observer woulji 
have imagined the tete-a-tete had been pro- 
ductiveof nothing butpleasure to either party. 
Gorbett in particular affected an unusual flow 
of a^iimation — hoped the walk had been 
equally agreeable to them all^ and declared 
that he never recollected one, in which plea- 
sure and profit hadbeen so intimately blended. 

Fanny bestowed a look of i^proach at the 
uncalled for duplicity of this confession ; but 
Leslie, whose attentive eye was fixed upon 
her, read in that look nothing but reproof 
for betrayitig what every delicate ^ female 
wishes to keep secret, for that lt>ve had been 
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the subject of their conference, he never 
gave himself leave to doubt, or if he had, 
Corbett's declaration after the ladies retired, 
that Miss Fitz-York's angel hiind surpassed 
even the beauty of her person, and that he 
v^as the happiest fellow in existence, vrould 
have decided it. Leslie sighed >yhen these 
inauspicious words returned upon his mind, 
and seldom were they absent ; — their import 
filled him with regret that he had not sooner 
become acquainted with our heroine, " for 
then," he mentally said, " / mght hav6 
been the happiest fellow in eaistence. And 
yet^ if Miss Fitz-York has bestowed her 
affections upon a tiding so vain — so frivolous 
as Corbett, how could a prior knowledge 
have benefitted me, who have no personal 
pretensions, comparatively, and whose men- 
tal superiority would have availed nothing 
with one, who could be gained by trifling 
and foppery ?'' 

When our noble hostess led the way to 
her dining parlour, Leslie loitered behind j 
not bearing the idea of willingly yidding. his 
seat to Corbett, and yet not knowing how to 



FANNY FITZ-YORK*. 299 

retain it in opposition to his superior claims. 
But when he entered wd found the Captain 
at lier Grace's:jight hand, and with voluble 
eagerness endeavouring to assist in the ardu- 
ous task of carving ; he advanced with ala- 
crity to the seat reserved, and placed himself 
between Mrs. Bloomfield and Fanny with 
pleasure equal to the pain he felt at the idea of 
being superseded. 

When Leslie had seated himself, he said. 
' in a low voice, *' I fear I usurp a seat that 
would have been more agreeably filled by ano« 
ther ?•• 

** Indeed you do not," replied Fanny in 
the same key ;" Iknow no other who can 
fill it so pleasantly." 

" Thank you,** he contmued with wima« 
tion, ^' I wiU endeavour at least to support the 
character you honour me with, thojugh I 
would much rather be an agreeable^ than a 
pleasant companion .'* , 

*' Axe they not synonymous ?" asked our 
heroine. *^ No person .qui be pleasant I think 
without beiz^ agreeable.'' 
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« But are not some people ogr^eaMe, with- 
out being pleasant ?*' interrogated Leslie. 

'^ That depends a good deal upon our own 
feelings," replied Fanny, " and likewise upoa 
the idea we conceive of pleasantry. " 

'' Do not some ladies," he proceeded, fixing^i 
his penetrating eyes upon hier, -*' place their 
affectiofis upon objects, whom the world in 
general think so disagreeable^ that we can 
only wonder at their taste, and feel compas* 
sion for their blindness ?'* • 

^ Tou must, find some established standard 
for taste," answered his fair neighbour, 
"before you can wonder at the dissimilarity 
of p^ple*s opinions. *Tis like beauty, not 
gov^ned by fixed rules, and I should no 
more wonder at a person differing with ttie 
in opinion about either, than I should com* 
passionate him, because he was unlike me in^ 
person, or had passions and feelings different 
from mine/' ^^ Leslie/* said the Duchess, 
*^ what agreeable subject are you and Miss 
Fitz-York so earnestly discussing ?*' 

*' I can scarcely explain it to your Grace ;'* 
replied Leslie." We are rather differing about 
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words I believe than disciissing a particular 

subject/ 

*^ Miss Fitz-Tqrk is an intolerable monopo* 

list,'* observed Philippa ; *• all the mqm« 

ing she exdudvely engaged Captain Corbet t ; 

^d now Leslie forgets his usual politeness ; 

and confines his attentions, when they ought 

to be difiiisive and general/' 

** I beg your pardon, Miss Heathcote,** re* 

joined Fanny ;'' but I assure you the morning's 

xxionopoly was by no means a matter of choice, 
and Mr. Talbot's particular attention, at this 

moment, is merely an effort to convince me^ 

that he can be both pleasant and agreeable.*' 
5* Then you had your doubts upon that 

subject ?** said lAdy Albina. ** They were 
without fcjndation,*' continued her nwre 
animated sister. ** Every bcidy allows ouf 
dear Leslie to be the very best creature, in 
the world ; .and wherever he fixes his seri* 
ous affections, the lady cannot be otherwise 
than, a happy creature. I once thought to 
have laid siege myself; but we have lived so 
long as brother and sister, and I love him so 
well in that capacity, that I could never fancy 
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him in any other fight. Tou look upon him 
as a brother too, Philippa, I dare say ?** 

"N— o! not exactly," replied the young 
lady. 

** Then you would marry him, if he were 
to offer Umseif ?*^ again questioiied Lady 
Sidney. 

** Whenever he does me that honour/' an- 
swered Philippa, somewhat piqued ^ your 
ladyship shall be the first to hear of it." 

** When he bows at the shrine of the 
lovely Heathcote, the honour will be all his 
own." observed Lillyman. 

'* Vastly well, indeed, lilly," dried Sir Lau- 
rence. "Who says the beauty of hoUness 
has confined his studies to theology ?** 

*< Nobody that hums him,'' replied the 
widow, sarcastically* 

These four words completely s^ed the 
lips of the last two speakers. But Utde 
Auburn, who sympathized in their morti- 
fication, observed, ^^ 1 am sure Mr. Lillyman 
would not be half so agreeable if he were 
always' poring over sermons." 

"Not hay so agreeable I" echoed the 
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\iridow« '^ Heaven kee^v. his {tcquatnto^nce, 
if his agreeableness was induced one hal/l 
when with the whole. he is scircely bearable/* 
i ' *^ Excuse me. Miss Auburn, from differing 
I from you on $o essential a point as Mr. Lil- 
ly man's merits; you, doubtless, view them- 
through a magnifying glass, whilst I, more 
fastidious, turn the other end, and find them 
diminished till they are really imperceptible." 
** Any news in your paper this morning, 
Mrs. Bloomfield V* asked Lady Milford, with: 
a good-natured design to change the con- 
versation. , '^ Yes ! Intelligence of general 
importance," gravely replied the widow. 
•* Indeed!*' said his Grace*. 
"Re%,Duke/' 

^^ Of what nature ? mine was stupidly un- 
interesting." 

^^ That*s because your Gr^ce; w?^t^ taste to 

relish those important facts, ^H^ch lit this sea** 

son of the year fill the columris'of oitf daily 

^ papers/ ' , 

^^Of what nature are those faas?* asked' 

the Duchess, ' ' . . 

** Attend," replied the widow, taking a 

newspaper from her pocket, ^' and wonder 
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at the communicative importance of these 
editors. * The Duke and Duchess of New- 
land are gone with a large party of fasBto-. 
a[bles to Newland Abbey. The Earl and Cqpn- 
tess of Derby set out with a numerous reti- 
nue for Knowsley Park. Sir Gilbert and 
Lady Heathcote are upon a visit in Hamp- 
shire. Louis the eighteenth is at the seat ot 
Earl Talbot. Napoleon^ whom we have 
repeatedly a^assinatei — on paper ^ still lives, 
though in a state of tmentai derangement 
And, such is the rage for aincient litera- 
ture, two thousand two )ittndried and sixty 
pounds were given at the Roxburgh s^e for 
a single volunie of Boccado's Works. Such 
is the important news, and such the estima- 
tion ip which poets are held after they have 
been buried a few centuries } when the proU- 
tnlity exists, that this very mai^^vas neg- 
lected whilst fivitig, and frequently wanted' 
that dinner, his pen was unable ta procure.** 
* " I am sorry," observed Lady Milford, 
^^ that the annals of our own country give too 
much colouring to the picture you have 
drawn. > The poverty of po^ts is* become 
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proverbial; and we never hear the name 
mentioned without associating in idea, a 
apalre-figure, a meagre countenance, a thread- 
bare coat, and a garret. The want and 

f misery ia which some of our best writers 
. have lived and c^d, reflects upon us as ^ 
nation^ and doubtless fills many opulent 
individuals with remorse; who feel conscious, 
when too late, that they could have softened 
their rugged path in this world, and smoothed 
their \yay to eternity, but did not.** 

** I am far from intending,*' said Leslie, " to 
defend the conduct of those who suffer gei- 
nius to live without patronage, and sink to 
the grave perhaps for the want of it ; but 

I may we not with justice attach improvidence 
to these followers of the muses — a careless- 

r 

ness of futurity altogether unaccountable? 
May we not say, in jfact, that genius and 
Hcommon sense are woefully at variance ?'* 
^ *' Every day's experience proves it," replied 
the Duke. " And I can explain it on no 
other prindple than extreme abstraction of 
mind, so involved in one pursuit, that no- 
thing merely worldly can .find entrance," 
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^^ That apology might obtain," answereca 
Leslie, *' were the Poets who have lived iir 
poverty, and died almost for want, of that 
studious and abstracted turn your grace supA 
poses them in common. But I beg leave tm 
deny the premises. Conviviality and a 
thoughtless neglect of the morrow have been * 
their stumbling blocks i an improvident lack 
of saving knowledge, more than neglect, 
have brought them to a premature grave, 
and left the world to regret that genius and 
talent are seldom accompanied with pru- j 
dence/* 

^^ Youare right, Talbot,'' said Sir Laurence^' 
'^ and therefore I would propose that an addi* 
tional verse be added to the church litany 
to defend us from either/' 

" It would be perfectly needless on your ! 
own account. Sir Laurence," cried the incorri- 
gible Mrs. Bloomfield, ^^ genius and talentj^ 
will never assail the head of the Loungers ^ 
whilst you are their representative.'' 

" You have got your answer^ Baronet,** 
rejoined Lilly man exultingly. *'For my 
part, far from thinking genius and talent 
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I evilsyl ptay unceasingly that they may be 
I showered down upon me." 

** Nay, then," readied the widow, *' we 
i must cease to wonder that you should be s6 
I bountifully endowed. I now reflect without 
surprise at the conversation after yesterday's 
dinner ; for surely it was genius unequalled 
that led to the discussion upon made dishes ^ 
and Az/en^ unparalleled that constituted you 
so decided a judge of the fit and the proper 
in cooking a veal sweet-bread. 

The Baronet in his turn enjoyed the at- 
tack upon Lillyman ; and a drizzling shower 
; confining them to the house, the company 
i separated; some to enjoy the delight of 
cards, and others the more rational pursuit 
of music. 

. Several days passed without much variety^ 

if we except the various modes of teazing 

j employed by the widow against those she 

knew to be vulnerable, and consequently 

Ihmght fair. game. Meantime a letter from 

Lady Ann gave rather a satisfactory account 

I of the fractured limb ; but spoke pf the 

I patient's generalhealth in unfavourable terms* 
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**To leave him till some alteration tsds:es 
place/' she added, ^^ would be the height of 
cruelty, more especiaUy since he flatters me 
not only with the title of chief nurse, but Phy- 
sician extraordinary ; and declares th^ sight 
of me is more reviving than medicine.** 

During the month which had now elapsed 
since Fanny's arriva}, Leslie's admiration had 
increased to a pitch of enthusiasm. ^ In stu* 
dying minutely her character^ he found her 
in person, mind, and manners^ the being 
whom he would have selected as the f»utner 
of his heart-^ the companion of his choice-^ 
and to whom he was destined to ewe com- 
plete happiness, or substantial^ misery* Of 
Captain Corbett he would have had no fears 
—judging from Fanny's general conduct- 
had not that gentleman taken every oppor- 
tunity which chance gave him of privately 
conferring with Leslie, to hint in pretty 
broad terms the encouragement our heroine 
had given him when in town; and the 
very flattering manner in which his pro- 
posals had been received by Lady Ann and 
Mr* Strictland. *^I dare say," he added^ 
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f^our family party have little suspicion of 
the xButu^ attachment I thus: frankly avow; 
an attachment my lovely Fanny, from the 
purest motives of female delicacy, begs I will 
BOt by particular attention discover; but 
on the contrary, hide it by affected indiffe* 
rence.** , 

** Miss Fitz-York," replied Leslie, ** suc- 
ceeds in her own plans admjrably. I think 
I never saw indifference more completely 
personified ; and your word alone^ which I 
dare not doubt, could convince me that it 
y/as merely exterior ; I should be . almost 
afraid of marrying a woman so eocirely 
mistress of art and hypocrisy ; ai^d peculiarly 
offensive in one, who, in every other instauce, 
appears the soul of truth and candour." 

This cohversaticMi^ was part of a plot hatch- 
ed in the fertile and mischievous brains of 
Corbett and Philippa. Leslie, who took no 
pains to hide .the impression Fanny had 
made on his. hitherto insensible heart, seized 
every opportunity to ingratiate himself; 
and by assiduity, and the most sedulous at- 
tention^ to gain those affections for which he 
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^^ited wealth, p(^ 
would £redy ^^"^ ^^/cA he C€>ul<i n€>t l 

sotri^^^'^ tloB iiew*raised nzmt 
0^^ ^ ^/jealous malignity ; and fenJ 

wi sie c^^^^ ^^^^ borne a rival in anj^ 
. person with less reluctance, than in 
Ae insignificant being who from fortune 
lj^d go few pretensions to the heir of a 
pukedotn. 

Such w^re the reflexions of in envious 
woman. When in fact any other female; 
to whom Leslie paid the same court, would 
have been seen with equal repugnance ; and 
had fortune offered no barrier, there would 
have arisen others, either in person, mind^ 
m* connexions, of perhaps greater import. 

Fanny was too sincere — too unartificial a 
character to disguise the pleasure she felt in 
Leslie's unwearied assiduity. Their senti- 
ments upon every subject were congenial, 
and their pleasures took their rise from the 
same source. Music was the delight of eacb, 
and cards iheir aversion. Fanny, from h^ 
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^y-^*5^ ry education, was an expert horse- wo- 
/0isBSi/^ and a no less persevering pedestrian ; 
^*^^^^had not forgot her skill at shuttlecock ; 
A though now too old for a skipping rope, 
27^r the manual exercise, they had each in 
ilurn conduced to give ease and grace to her 
I actions, which dancing, as she grew older, had 
\ confirmed ; and at seventeeiP our heroine 
f was a model of unaffected ease and elegance.- 
The French and Italian languages were n^rly' 
as familiar as her mother tongue. In draw- 
ing ^e was no mean proficient, though that 
was a science for which she Jiad less genius 
than any other. But perseverance, which 
never fuls to reward her votaries, made am-^ 
pie amends for the want of original talent ; 
and produced sketches from nature that 
some artists would not have dis^jned toac- 
knowledge. In all these pleasing amuse* 
ments she was ably seconded by' Leslie; 
whose immediate connexions beheld the 
growing attachment with delight, and anti- 
cipated the final event with pride and plea- 
sure, 
" Similar minds naturally unite/' was 



ai3 ' FANKY FITZ-VORK. 

^n observation made by her Grace on a for- 
mer occasion, and we beg leave to repeat it« 
Leslie Talbot and.Fkhny Fitz-Yprk were not 
a stronger case in point, than Captain Corbett 
and Philippa Heathcote ; who with equal pain 
observed the good understanding which 
subsisted, and threatened to overthrow the 
long-cherishedi hopes of the latter ; whilst 
the former, without any settled plaii of action, 
except the vanity inherent in his nature of 
being admired ; felt equal exacerbation at the 
harmony, and constant good humour with 
which Fanny received and repaid Leslie's en- 
deavours to make himself useful and agree- 
able. 

. Opportunities are seldom wanting for the 
furtherance of mischief. One ^on occurred 
^yhereia Corbett and Philippa digested the 
probable mean^ of effecting a breach between 
the envieij pair. The foregoing dialogue 
was the fou^iidation of their designs, and the 
hated disclosure left upon Leslie's sincere and 
ardent mind, an impression painfully acute, 
since it painted the object of his worship as 
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OQt only capabk of hypocrisy but a complete 
mistress of it. 

The evening xepa^t which succjef^eded Cor- 
bett*s disclosure, was the first unpleasant 
mealXesIie bad attended since Fanny's arri- 
vaL Instead of his usual flow of attentive 
pleasantry, he was silent and abstracted; 
scarcely noticing her Grace's anxiety, and 
refusing all Philippa's assiduous offers to sup* 
ply him with those delicacies she strongly 
recommended to ten^pt his appetite. Even 
our heroine*s enquiries were. answered with a 
formal ** Yes, mad^m^'* or, " No, madam.*' 

The foregoing manner, more than the 
ceremonious appellation, shocked and sur> 
prized his faiir neighbour. Her blue eyes 
dazzling with native brightness, were turned 
full upon him, as if seeking for an explana- 
tion of behaviour so new and accountable ; 
but his sunk under her penetrating glance ; 
and making what was palpably an effort to 
bide his uneasiness, he addressed some tri- 
fling question to Miss Auburn, who sat vis-a- 
vis } then, without waiting for, or seeming to 
expect an answer, leaned upon hb hand, and 

VOL, II. p 
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SO continued dining the remainder of the 
repast. 

Mrs. Bloomfield's surprise at a caprice from 
which she thought Leslie exempt, would 
probably have expired in silent won- 
^ derhad it not extended to hex favourite; 
but any deviation from the strictest propriety 
towards her, was not to be endured. 
Taking sedvantage of the Servants* withdraw- 
ing she bawled in his ear, ** Pray Mr. Talbot 
are you often troubled with fits ?" 

^« Fits, madam !" 

*' Yes ! Of whim, or ciprice, or ill breed- 
* ing ?^' 

** Never, I hope/' 

*^ Then, what in the name of common 
sense ails you ? Y>pu say you are well — we 
know you are sober — ^yet you scarcely notice 
the kind enquiries of her Grace, — Miss 
, Heathcote, who has coaxed your appetite as 
though you were a spoiled child, or z favorite 
Lover^ has been unsuccessful in tempting 
you to eat — Miss Fitz-York is congealed by 
the freezing respectfulness of your manner — 
and I am dyin^ with cariosity to know how 
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it began, or where it will end. If neither 
Iier Grace, Miss Heathcote, or my fair friend 
have given you offence, and from their pre* 
sent ill requited attention I think that impos* 
sible ; then, I say, your conduct is not to be 
defended upon principles of politeness or 
decorum. 

"Trifling <fliaracters,both male and female,*' 
glancing her eye across the table, *' are go- 
verned by caprice ; but a youth of your ex* 
traordinary qualities should soar aloof, and 
not descend* to the petty arts practised by 
ignorance and folly, to raise compassion, 
or create astonishment." 

Leslie having listened with much deference 
to this harangue, replied, ^^ My dear madam, 
I would kiss the rod if I thought its applica-* 
tion properly applied; but in th» present in- 
stance I am corrected for no fault, if you 
confine my triansgression to caprice. That 
never was, nor I trtist ever will forn^r a part 
of my character. The conduct you blame 
has its rise in a trifling uneasiness which I 
trust to-morrow will dissipate, or at least so 
far conquer as not to annoy my friends. 

p2 
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^^For any undesigned offence I may have 
^ven her Gracei Miss fitz^York, or Philip- 
pa; I respectfully iiitreat' their forgiveneas.; 
and that I may not incur further oensur^ 
will say good night to aU/' 



FA»NV fitSz-tork; 3 it 



CHAP. IX, 



A PROPOSAL OF MARRIAGE— A MORTIFYINO 
DISCOVERY^— ANI> MUCH PERSECUTION. 



ON the morrow, Philippa and' Her coad'- 
jutor congratulated each other upon their 
success with the credulous Leslie ; and had 
no doubt their machinations* would finally 
separate the^ lovers, provided they could pre- 
vent an ecclairci^sement. For this purpose, 
the female Machiavel proposed to drop a 
letter in Leslie's way as the production of 
Mr; Strictbnd, ^peaking unequivocally of 
Gorbett's pretensions^ and the marriage with 
Fanny as a decided thing. ^^ Leslie has too 
much honour, as well as pride,^ added she, 
*^ to persevere in a hopeless pursuit, and Fan-> 
ny too much delicacy to seek a man who 
evidently shuns her. But why. Captain, not 
seek Miss Fitz-York for a wife yourself ? 
Tou^ay pique and reseptment actuate you. 
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though you never made serious proposals ; 
what, in the name of heaven, then; was your 
intent ? You would not be mad enough, 
surely, to seek an illicit connexion with a 
person of her family and respectability. Her 
pretensions to wealth are limited, certainly^ 
and yet not beneath the acceptance of a soU 
dier of fortune ; therefore, take my advice- 
strike a bold stroke — declare yourself an ho- 
nourable lover^ and my life upon your suc- 
cess/' 

Corbett, wiio really liked Fanny as much 
as so selfish a being could love any thing — 
except himself} and whose five hundred a 
year would be no despicable acquisition; 
wondered, for the first time, what there 
could be ih matrimony so dreadful that he 
had shunned it even in thought ! . He now 
£iaicied a thousand advantages would arise 
fcon^ the conneji:ion«*-^advaBtag!es powerful 
in point of emolument, besides the glcay 
of carrying off a prize, so many had vainly 
sighed for. 

. Brimful of what he called love^ and cer« 
tain of success; when Fanny became folly ao* 
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quainted with his serious intentions^ he 
wrote by that day's post to her lady mother j 
taking especial care that Leslie should see 
the direction, and by that means put an end 
to his doubts^ if he before entertained any* , 

Young Talbot, to avoid taking his usual 
seat by Fanny — ^until he had in some degree 
conquered the acuteness of his feelings- 
pretended a dinner engagement, and was 
not again visible that day. But the follow- 
ing morning he appeared calm and copir 
posed, in no respect differing from his former 
self, except that now his attention was ge- 
neral, when formerly it had been exclusively 
confined to. our heroine. Fanny could not 
but wonder at thb change of behaviour, 
since she had given no cause for it ; but con- 
soled herself with the idea that Leslie^s prior 
attentions were bestowed upon her as a 
stranger, and that no longer coming under 
that description^ she of course had no claims, 
except in common with Miss Auburn, Phi* 
Uppa, ^nd his cousins. 

It i(5tru€,^his dereliction, wsus a drawbaci; 
«pon her happiness; but she "determined to 
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consider past enjoyment as a pleasant dream, 
from which she now awoke filled with re- 
gret that it was so short and evanescent. 

Lady Milford, who looked forward with 
pride to a period not very distant when her 
niece would rank above the envious Lady 
Mountcastle, was little less hurt, than 
Fanny; and would have questioned Leslie 
respecting his conduct and his motives, had 
not our heroine been decidedly averse, as 
giving a consequence to the afisdr it by no 
means merited. *' I have as little right,'* 
she added, ^' to complain of slight naWy as I 
had to be elated at his former distinction ; 
the one arose from compassion to my youth 
and inexperience, the other is the result of 
caprice ; and to neither would I be indebted 
for attentions I do not otherwise deserve. 
We have no right, my dear madam, to 
question the niotives of Mr, Talbot's con* 
duct, till we are injured or offended by 
them; and, as I feel myself superior to 
either, you will oblige your grateful Frances 
by passing the matter over as a thing of 
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cburse, and not worthy of your attention or 
ray own.*' 

A deviation from the strict and immutable 
liws of truth cat! in no instance be de- 
fended ; nor do we presume to uphold our 
Btvourite in the deception her last, speech 
elicit^d^ otherwise than by saying, that whetf 
she declared herself unhurt, and not offended 
by Leslie's conduct, it was one of those little 
temporizing fallacies which creep, into con- 
versation without the consciousness of the 
speaker, and may rather be termed aberra* 
tions from truth, or a slight degree of simu*^ 
ktion, than direct falsehood. If my £ur 
readers are not Satisfied with this apology^ I 
hope they will undertake her : defence them* 
selves; and, by way of bringing the matter 
to a point,' reflect - for a moment how they 
liave been hurt at the slight of a favourite-^*^ 
for the- truth will out — ^Leslie was a prodi- 
gious favourite of Fanny's— and whether 
they have not onsuch occasions condescended 
to prevaricate and err from the exact truths 
rather than own themselves offended ? If 
any of- my. youpg friends can answer 

p 3 
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in the negative, I confess Fanny culpable ; 
if not, she will be pardoned, and reinstated 
in their favour. 

Corbett, finding Fanny proof against alt 
his attempts to procure an interview, wrote 
a letter, wherein he oflfered himself to her 
acceptance in the most unequivocal and re- 
spectful terms. But to his surprise and utter 
confusion, his own note was returned in an 
envelope without . answer. Whether anger, 
disappointment, or mortified pride, was the 
predominant feeling, we are at a loss to de<- 
ctde, otherwise than by their effects. Anger 
produced oaths and execrations— ^disappoint* 
ment caused reflections on the loss of five 
hundred a year — and mortified pride 
wounded his self-love, perhaps the most vul- 
nerable point about him. To confess his. 
d^eat, even to his friend and adviser, was a 
humiliation not to be endured ; but there is 
no evil without a counteracting good — ^no 
poison without an antidote— so Fanny's en- 
velope, though it starved his hopes, fed his 
revenge. 

Saturated with the latter pasaicH), he 



joined Leslie in the garden^ and asked if h^ 
was for the Newmarket meeting ? " I have 
just received a letter/' lie added, " with a 
pressing invitation to meet some friends, and 
shall go with pleasure if you are of the 
party/* So saying, he pulled a paper from 
his pocket, a»d presenting it to young Tat 
hot, stooped to gather spmre ii^ignionette, 
Leslie started when the (Erection met his 
view, for it was in the well-known hand of 
Fanny« His first iiiipulse was to make t^m* 
self master of the coi^twtjs ; but honour^ 
the governing principle of his mind^ over- 
ruled it J " besides,"^ he - reflected, ; **. how 
can a correspondence between Miss Rt?- 
York and Captain Gorbett interest meT* 
Corbett at this moment overtook him, when, 
with a smile ^hich betrayed more of misery 
than mirth, he held out the fatal envelope, 
and, sighing as he spoke, said, '^ I fancy this 
was not intended for my perusal. ' A lady s 
corre^ondence is a sacred pledge, and not 
to be profaned by vul^r eyes/' 

Corbett aflfected much surprbe at bh mis- 
take, and bkoung the heedlesme^ which pro^ 
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duced it, drew forth the real letter ; and rap- 
turously kissingnhe direction, returned Fan- 
ny's envelope to his^pocket. The end for which 
he joined Leslie was answered ; and without 
feeling the smallest regret when he declined 
the Newmarket expedition, which himself 
had no intention to pursue, he 4eft the love- 
lorn heir of NeWland to brood over lost 
happiness, and to regret that Fanny Iitz- 
Tork, the child of nature — the ofl^pring of 
sense and sensibility— -the heiress of- every 
virtue under heaven*-^was the destined wife 
of a coa^comb. 

Time moved, yet the views of PhiUppa 
and Corbett remained stationary. Vain 
were the lady's efforts, and no surt was left 
untried to subdue Leslie. The consideration 
with which he had aforetime' treated her, 
seemed by him to be no longer remembered ; 
or if remembered, it was only to draw com- 
parisons between his past happiness and pre* 
isent misery; between the thoughtless ease 
oi former days, when every female shared 
his attention, and the heart-rending n(W, 
when to one atone he was devoted \ without 



the faintest hope, the most distant chance, of 
beholding her after the present visits but as 
the partner of a man who could not appre- 
ciate her extrinsic value, owing to the weak- 
ness of his intellect ; nor pay homage to her 
intrinsic loveliness, because his own person 
was the god of his idolatry ; and to bow 
before any other akar, heresy and schism 
against the divinity of self. 

In less than a week Corbett received an 
answer from Lady Ann, the outside' of 
which was triumphantly shewn * to Leslie^ 
neither encouraging or otherwise, '. since it 
left her daughter free to choose, and at li« 
berty to reject. The same post brought one 
to Fanny, fraught with much good advice ; 
and an assurance that the man of her choice 
since-— well convinced she would decide 
with judgment"— should be the object, next 
herself, of maternal care and solicitude. Of 
Mr. O'Brian's recovery she spoke despair- 
ingly, and thought a short time would 
decide his fate ; when Mr. Strictland pro- 
mised to attend her first summons as an 
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(^CQit to TTefloome, and likewise to 
Fanny safe into the arms of iier mother. 

Whilst these occurrences were passings 
LesUe and Faiiny avoided 'each other as sedu* 
oudy as though a compact had been signed 
jfer that puspose. His former situation at the 
dining-tatde was occupied by a young artist^, 
who on the day of his arrival, Mrs. Bloom- 
field invited to take the chair between her^ 
delf and Fanny, since it was plain Leslie only 
retsdned it because he was at a loss for a 
motive to do otherwise* 

The fim view of a stranger in a seat lie 
fab^d filled with so much delight to himself, 
and apparent satisfaction to his Mr neigh- 
bour, caused a pang,, and sent the blood with* 
rushing violence into his face. He started, 
as if the spectre of departed happiness stood, 
before him, and seemed for a moment irre* 
solute whether to assert hia claim, or pro* 
dendy relinquish a vicinity so dangerous t6 
his peace. With a sigh as he passed Fanny's 
eh air, he took a seat next the Duke ; and, 
as if he feared to trust his own thou^ts, 
began a conversation with the artist upon 
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the sulject proper for the grand akar^eoa 
in tbe chapel. 

This served for discourse during dinner ; 

and as soon afterwards as poUteness would 

permit, Leslie retired with the painter, under 

pretence of shewing him a view which might 

be taken with effect. Fanny sighed as they 

l^ft the room, because the time had been«~ 

alas r how lately ! when her company; would 

have been desired, nay, indispensable.^: Thisr 

very landscape, she and Leslie had admired 

s^nd sketched together ; on this very spot, 

his eyes had spoken a language too well 

understood by her's; a language she must 

now forget, or forfeit her peace of mind for 

ever! This reflection tended so much to 

unhinge her, that when the ladies retired, 

she sought relief in the solitude of the con** 

servatory; and, whilst she fancied herself 

drawn thither by her taste for botany, was^ 

in fact, indulging meditations corroding to 

her peace ; for this place was the favourite 

haunt of Leslie, and most of the choice. 

exotics of his collecting. 

As she stooped over a plant h^ had taken 
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particular pains to describe in their days of 
unreserved communication, she heard the- 
footsteps of a man^ approaching; and fearfiii 
of being caught by Leslie in a phce knowi^ 
to be bis favourite retreat, shie quickly passed 
on to the opposite door'; when Gorbett, for 
he was the intruder, joined her at the' mo-' 
ment young T^bot entered from the garden.' 
Confusion was not more visible on the coun- 
tenance- of our heroine than exultation on 
that of the €aptain* Leslie started ^baick, as 
if some noxious animal had met 'hi& vision ; 
but quickly recovering himself/ he begged- 
pardon for intruding OH' their privacy, and 
with a passing bow retired. 

Our heroihe*s vexation' at being thus^ 
caught, was, if po^ible^ exceeded by resent- 
ment against Cdrbett^ as the author of her 
mortification. Leslie's words plainly proved 
the construction he put tipon this accido^tal' 
meeting; her manifest confusion would help 
to corroborate it ; and his sudden retreat 
had prevented an' avowal -of the truth. 

Corbett, with self-gratulation, beheld the 
present moment as the crisis of ^ his. £ite ; , 
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since acddient had done more for hiib than 
all the studied impositions practised ypon his 
rivaL He regarded Fanny's down^cast looks^ 
as the serpent is said to have viewed our. first 
ifAOttiery namely, with the triumph of a con- 
queror^ and the malice of a fiend ; for that 
he should now overcome her scruples he felt 
assured ; and in gaining her for a wife, re- 
venge^ that she had not been as yielding as 
her compeers, actuated him even more than 
policy; love — dignified^ pure, almighty 
love— had no share in the composition of 
Corbettr 

The silence which succeeded Leslie's depar- 
ture was interrupted by the Captain,, who, 
gendy seizing her hand, and pressing it to 
kb bosom, hoped the present cfiscovery would 
hasten hi& happiness, and enable him to pre* 
sent her to the world as* hk adored,, angelic 
partner. 

This avowal of his sentiments, and the 
action which preceded it, rouzed Fanny 
from the thoughtful reverie into which* she 
was sinking, regardless of his presence. 
Snatching away ller hand, and resuming that 
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dignity of deportment which chi^acterised 
the fenjales of her family, she asked him 
upon what premises he presumed to ground 
his pretensions ? *' I have never concealed 
my disapprobation of your pretended pas-^ 
passion* 

" Pretended, Madam 1" 

*' On the contrary, it has been avowed so 
clearly both by my words and behaviour^ 
that no man who possessed the smallest dis- 
cernment could have been deceived. Y^u are 
not deceived^ Captain Corbett, nor can you 
deceive me. Though youngs I am endowed 
with penetration sufficient to discover, that 
vanity and self-love are the governing pasp^ 
sioss of your n(iind} and that a wish to be 
called a general favourite — a man for whom 
the sex would pull cap$ — ^is the sum total of 
your desires* "With me you can never be a 
favourite ; and the greatest uneasiness I have 
ever known, has arisen from what you are 
pleased to call attention \ but which I con;*^ 
true into insuk." y 

*^ Insult I By heaven the^ person lives not^ 
iKcept yourself^ who durst thus accuse me/' * 
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•* If accidi^nt brought . you to this pbce — ^ 
at this hour — I have no right to condemn 
yoa; but if it was by design you intruded 
on my privacy, I beg — nay, / insisi^^ibaA 
you never repeat the presumption.*" 

** I crave your pardon, madam^ for arrivw 
4ng so maUapropos. Had I suspected, what 
now appears too plain, that Leslie came here 
by appointment——" 

** You cannot — dare not suspect it. Mr. 
Talbot's coming was accidental,— I wish I 
could think your's so." 

^^ Suppose it otherwise, and that I came 
purposely to deprecate the frowns of beauty, 
where is the mighty crime ? ^ Aye, there's 
the rub !' The crime lies not in the offence^ 
faut in the person offending. Leslie would 
have been pardoned for breaking in * upon 
your privacy, though his best affections are 
devoted to Phi%pa ; whilst I, cherishing no 
image but your own, am doomed to meet 
only scorn and contempt.'' 

^' Your insinuations are beneath my no^ 
tice, and are as unfounded as they are ba$e« 
If Miss Heathcote possesses Mr. Talbol's a^ 
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ftdions, I am sure he will never wrong her* 
hy dupUdtyof conduct; nor InUld his own 
character on the rums of the man- he caBs 
frkndJ* 

Fanny repeated the last words with strong 
emphadS) and was hurrying away, when' 
Philippa entered the conservatory, saying,*. 
^ Come, good folks, will your tete-d^tetd 
never have an end ? Leslie, from whom I 
just parted, told me where I should find you, 
and, contrary to his express desire, for he 
experimentally knows how delightful are the 
^hours passed in; love and confidence^ I ven- 
loire to remind you that her Grace's tea is 
served* Miss Htz-York, I hope you have 
not treated- the prettiest feUow in England 
with cruelty ? He looks glum, and you sft* 
rious; but you know the old song, 'The 
quarrels of lovers, ods me^tfaey're a jest,' and, 
believe me,^ there is a great deal of' truth in 
that line. When I and^ my. spark tiff, we 
know very wett that we shall soon- make it 
up again^ and the reconciliation seems so de- 
lightfuU But come, her Grace will be impa- 
tient.. I won't tell tales out of school;,!' 
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Ihave forced myself into your confidence, 
but scorn to betray it; and I hope you. will 
be equally cautious, lest you give the old 

cat I beg your pardon, Fitz Mrs.. 

Bloomfield I.m^m, — a thenoie on which to 
exercise her satire. Lilly and the Baronet- 
she has almost exhausted ; but you are both 
too wise and too good to call forth her ill- 
nature, unless it be your own faults, as in 
the present instance." 

A servant now canoe to announce tea; 
and Fanny was by no means sorry that the 
voluble girl's rhapsody was interrupted. For 
Philippa was not. a character in whom she 
could repose confidence ; some answer 
* would have been expected; and a sim|)Ie 
denial of what she seemed resolved to be- 
lieve, would only have laid her open to the 
teasing loquadty she determined to dis- 
courage. . ; 
Mrs. Bloomfield, though a sincere friend, 
and, in many respects^a vtluable woman^ 
was not a character to whom Fanny coidd 
.unfold her uneasiness. She possessed not 
those tender feelings which compassionate 
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JUUk troubles and slight perplexities; and 
any thing Fanny could have confjsssed, re* 
q)ecting Corbett, would have appeared, to 
her capacious mind, as trifling and unim« 
portant--^as a business, in short, wKich it re- 
quired only common firmness to terminate. 
The grand source of her uneasiness, namely, 
Leslie's unaccountable behaviour, as far as 
rdated to his general conduct, the widow 
had already pretty freely discussed; but 
of Fanny's cause for sorrow, individuaQy, she 
was no fit confidante^ ^iace love, and all its 
delicate involvements, were to her rather 
subjects of merriment, than woYthy of serious 
attention. 

To Lady Milford, then, she determined to 
refer Corbett's insolence, fully persuaded 
thzt no interference less powerful could cope 
with his persevering, and. highly oflFensive 
ofiers. 

After tea, the Duchess proposed music, as 
a means of harriionizing the chagrin and un^ 
easiness too visible upon the coilintenances 
of some of her younger inmates ; but no 
one seconded the motion. Faniiy and Leslie, 
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who wbuld heretofore have flown to obejr 
the summons^ kept their seats^ as unin- 
terested in the proposal, or Unconscious that 
it had been made. A silence ensued*' each 
looking at the other^ as if enquiring the 
cause; when Lady Milford, turning to 
Fanny, said, " My dear, you surely did not 
hear the Duchess ?" 

** I beg pardon,'* replied our heroine, "for 
my inattention. Did your Grace address 
any thing to me ?*' 

*' Not individually, my love," observed the 
Duchess. " But a hint would heretofore 
have taken you to the music-room, and now 
a specific proposal is received in silence. 
Whence this sudden change ?** 

" I feel no change/' answered Fanny, " in 
my respect for your Grace ; nor in my 
desire to conform to the slightest of your 
wishes." 

" My only wish,'^ ssdd the Duchess, in 

reply, ^* is to see you all happjf. Music used 

to^be the never-failing medium, and I should 

be sorry to think its power lessened." 

Fanny, taking the arm of Sidney, led the 
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way.; and placing her ladyship at the piano^ 
drew forth her harp, . and played a beautiful 
accompaniment to those elegant words in 
Burgoyne*s comedy of the Heiress, "For 
tenderness formed ;*' to which the tone of 
her mind gave a pathos^-an expression never 
surpassed by the fascinating Crough. Leslie 
had refused his violin ; but on a repetition 
of the air, particularly dsdired by the Duke, 
he crept softly behind Fanny's chair, and 
produced sounds, which made her start, and 
turn her head to identify the musician. His 
former re&isal had not escaped her nodce^ 

Their cye« met— a glow tinged the cheeks 
pf each — but it was of momentary duration* 
Fanny's thoughts reverted to the happy, the 
diistinguished Philippa ; and as she proceeded, 
the words were so applip^ble to her infantile 
and present feelings, that a, tear started to 
her eye, and, defying all her efiTorts to dis^ 
perse it, fell upon the musio-book* Le^e, 
when discoveiiid, had advanced upoa a line 
with $he fair minstrel j he saw her agita- 
tion— ^b^erved the sparkling drop, ^cred 
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to sensibility-^brushed it oflF with his hand- 
kerchief^and placed that in his bdsom. 

Fanny concluded amid the rapturous ap- 
plauses of the company, and- I^slie was pre- 
senting his hand to lead her to a seat,, when 
Corbett briskly stepping forWjird with the 
same intent, the forjner sighed,, and bowing 
retired ; whilst our heroine, with a look of 
superiority, mingled with coiatempt, walked 
proudly past the Captain and seated herself 
by Lady MilfDrd. 

Leslie,- who pretended to be looking at 
the music book Philippa wis industriously 
turning over, saw Fanny's refusal of Cor- 
bett^s hand, and the forbidding look which 
accompanied it, with undi^sembled pleasure ; 
and was mentally saying •' Pe^rhaps I am 
deceived j'* when Philippa whispered in his 
ear, ** what a little coquette it is !" Recalled 
by these words to a full sense. of the avowed 
indilFerence with which they had agreed to 
treat each other befpr^ witnesses, he attri- 
buted her disdainful defportment to anger at 
Corbett's outstepping those bounds j and 
niore than ever wondered that duplicity 
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should gain residence iti a bosom, where 
truth and innocence seemed to have taken 
up their abode* 

Fanny found no opportunity that night of 
speaking confidentiaHy to Lady Milford ; and 
before the family were assemUed to lM*eak-* 
fitsty a summons arrived for her Ladyship^ 
immediate departure* Lord Milford had 
been attacked with Ms annual fit of the goiit^ 
and so irascible were his foelingSi on tha 
and similar occasions, that however the 
Countess might be engaged, or a,t whatever 
distance, a courier was dispatthed to real 
her ; though when she arrived, he seldom 
condescended to see her, much less would he 
accept of her services. The Earl was cme of 
those peevish beings, and many such there are 
in the world — ^who cannot bear to see others 
happy, whilst they are the reverse. He was 
now groaning with pain, and the idea of hh 
Lady enjoying ease and content, was a crime 
against tlie majesty of self, which no forbear* 
ance he was master of could for a moment 
reconcile. Accordingly a messenger was sent 
qS with the unwelcome mandate that tore 
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lier from the iKHise of hospitality, and left 
her friends to regret die loss of h^ sor 
oety. 

Thus foiled in her wish to seek relief frcMOsi 
Lady Milford, Fanny was left to ask counsel 
<^ her own heart, and to depend upon her 
own judgmetit to repel the presuming ad- 
vances of Corbett. Nor was she the only 
person whom her Ladyship's departure fiUed 
with regret. I^ie, trusting to appeanmces 
against the evidence of Corbett, sometinies 
fancied, or at least wished to fancy^ that 
Fanny's engagement was not so clearly ascer- 
tained, or fully acknowledged as to forbid 
all chance of rivaSship. The Countess, he 
had no doubt, could, and would satisfy him 
on these points ; and he had wrought up his 
mind to the momentous enquiry, when 
her Ladyship's departure defeated all his 
plans* " Tis true Mrs. Bloomfield was Miss 
Fitz- York's staunch friend and advocate; 
but whether she was admitted into all 
her secrets, or if . she were, whether she 
would divulge them, seemed a point much 
inore doubtful than in the case of Lady 
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'Milford ; who had often hinted her wishes 
of an alliance between the families; and 
latterly, seemed more than commonly hurt 
at the estrangement which had taken place. 

After breakfast the company as usual se- 
parated; and finding the room deserted 
by all except the widow and himself^ he ex- 
pressed his sorrow at Lady Milford's depar- 
ture, .and then turned the conversation to 
other subjects. At lengthy mention being 
made of Corbett, he observed, •* I fs^ncy the 
Captain will soon be married." 

" Perhaps so." A pause of some mo- 
ments. 

^^Gaptain Corbett is a general favourite 
with the ladies/' 

*• I don't know.*' Still there was no en- 
couragement to proceed. 

'4s Miss Fitz- York likely to be married 
soon ?" 

" You had better ask her. But pray 
what have Captain Corbett and Miss Fitz- 
York to do in common ?" 

*• I beg your pardon^ I would not be 
impertinently inquisitive, but I thought 
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" TLat Miss FitZrYork was a fool ?" 

" Quite the contrary. But surely without 
any impeachment of the understanding, 
Captain Corbett might pretend **^ 

"To what r ^ 

" To a lady's favour.** 

*' I grant it* But Miss Fitz-York is not to 
be classed with ladies in general. She has> 
discernment above her years, and an under- 
standing which enables her to distinguish a 
man of sense from a fooL You from Cor- 
bett for instance.** 

'* You do me honour ; but. without re- 
flecting that women of the strongest minds. 
are sometimes^ captivated by their opposites ; 
and that taste is frequently independent of 
judgment*" . . . 

^•^ i grant, in some cases it is not only inde- 
pendent, but runs a course directly contrary ; 
hence we are led to think the same person 
possesses twcy juc^ments ;. one sound and 
healthy, the other rickety, puny, arid sickly ; 
else so many ill-asso/^ed miatches would not 
Resent themselves, nor men and women of 
senseji bei^yoke^'&IknKS With iml:^dHty and- 
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deformity of miDd. But in these Stcbiv- 
structed marriages, you may always trace 
a something of lurking weakness in the sen- 
sible party, which does not s^pear to the 
general view ; but may be discovered by a 
nice observer in many of their actions besides 
marriage. Fanny Fit2>York> or I am much 
deceived, has nothing of this latent feeble* 
ness about herj she* will chuse with judg- 
ment, and how would that be shewn by 
preferring such a thing as Corbett I 

^ He is very handsome.** 

^' Do handsome men make atiaitive hus- 
bands? rational companions? Instructive 
guides ? On the contrary, is not their coaie* 
liness a quicksand, in which virtue, honour, 
and happiness are engulphed? And whaft 
remains to the poor, ddbded admirer of 
beauty, but mortification and repentance ? 

^ Then you really thmk Miss Fitz-York 
has no positive engagement whk Cs^ytain 
Corbett ?" 

^ To suppose she ba^ on^, without spea]p> 
ing of z positive one, would be an iippeacli^ 
meni of her understancGng, and legrade 
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he^ mor^ much more, in my opinion^ thaa 
any probata occur r^ce of her life ever 
wUI do." 

Mrs. Bloomfield was now summoned to 
her Grace's dressin|^ room ; and Leslie with 
a heart listened of haif its load^ was medi- 
tating on the perfections of Fanny, and the 
probability there yet existed of calling such 
perfection his> own, when she entered the 
room in search of Mrs* Bloomfi^d. Not 
seeing her^ she was retiring, when Leslie, in 
accents the most gentle, hoped the sight of 
him did not hasten her away. 

*^ No, Sir. I. caune in search of my friend, 
-Mrs. BloomSeld^bttt she having vanished, I 
cannot under any possible pretence intrude 
upon you." 

^' The tipie has been, when Miss Fit j^York 
would hay« addressed me with less cere* 
niony." 

*^ You are right, Sir» The time has been 
when you set me the example \ imd now 
Mam only following ifcur lead.'* 

*^ But if I am permitted to return to hours 
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of coafidence and friendship; can you — ^will 
you admit me to* our former intimacy ?" 

Fanny felt humbled by the request. She 
had too much proper pride to be the slave 
of any man*s caprice ; and what but caprice 
had governed his former neglect, or present 
hopes of favour ? 

Assuming as much dignity as her slight 
figure would allow ; and with a seriousness 
of aspect foreign to her usual character, she 
replied, ** No, Sir ! The link is severed which 
united us in confitdence and friendship— * 
severed by an act of your own free-will, to 
which I was no more accessary than I will be 
toils reunion. For how could I be assured' 
tha.t your instability would not subject me 
again to mortification, and the wondering 
animadversions of our society ? Once I h^ve 
borne both of these, but it shall be my own 
fault if they are renewed/* She then has- 
tily retired to her own room, lest the tears 
fait xising to her eyes should discover weak* 
ness, or their supp^ression increase the throb- 
bing of her heart to agony. 

Leslie's ruminations after her departure 
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Were of a tnixed n^ture> i>leas^nt atid paio'* 
ful; for had not Mrs. BloOmfield said mi 
engagement subsisted betw^n her and Gor^ 
heiti and yet could a female of ddicacy cor- 
i^e3pQnd with a young— a fascinating— a' vaiii 
man, under circumstances le^s binding ? And 
under what other pretence could Corbett 
write to and receiving letters from JLauiy 
Ann i These were staggering facts, corrobora- 
ted by the Captain's oysrn confession ;; agsunst 
whiph he had Mrs. Bloomfield*s ; assurance^ 
and Fanny's general conduct ; but might 
not the widow be deceived by the same art* 
which imposed upon others ? She only spoke 
in general terms i and these were too vague 
to spbstaptiate the non-engagement, or to 
confirm the indifference of our heroine. 

4 

These meditations were interupted by Phi- 
Uppa who seeing Fanny at the window of her 
own apartment, beckoned to Leslie to join her 
in the garden. This invitation he could not 
with politeness refuse ; and sliding her arm 
withii^his, they promenaded within sigh( of 
the house. Fanny had retired from the 
yvindowonthe first view of a junction sp 
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wounding to her feefin^, nor again appeared 
in view, though she was an unseen observer 
of their motions. 

Fhilippa's sole aim at present being to alien* 
ate the hearts of Ledie and Fanny^ she rather 
strove to depreciate her rival, than to recom* 
tnend herself. For this purpose^ she painted 
the scene in the Conservatory, in' which 
according to her own tale our heroine appear-* 
ed in a ludicrous point of view-— a mixture 
of prude and coquette-*one moment own- 
ing Cdrbett's power, the next denying it. 
** From which I plainly see^'^she added, "that 
if a better match offers, the poor Captain may 
l^eek the Willow shade, unless he tesicdve to 
conquer an attachment, from which he 
can promise himself no solid happiness.** 
•Leslie made no reply ; on which Fhilippa 
continued, "I attribute the poor thing's 
childish conduct to her strange education, 
rather than to any natural defect of temper 

or morals. Secluded from society, and to- 

♦ 

tally unacquainted with its usages, no won- 
der the first pretty fefflow who whispers the 
talc of love should be successful ; though, if 
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V mistake not $he would gladly rec^ her 
vows, to catch a title more imposing than 
tlut of Captain's Lady." 

Hiilippa, like many others in their attempts 
to kill diaracter, overshcM: her mark. Leslie 
had studied Fanny too closely, to be all at 
once warped in his opinion by the report 
of others ; particularly one who had latterly 
betrayed an envious jealousy of attainments 
aorpasmng her own. Far from thinking her 
mined by aedusion^and a private education; 
ke attribated inany of her virtues, and the 
escess of her accomplishments to that source ; 
and was too weU assured of herwund judg* 
Hient, and ezcdlent understandihgy td^aUowfior 
a moment that she oould be the unstaUe^fluc** 
tuatingtriflerPhilippa had painted. Aik earnest 
denre tti do jwtice, even to an eneAy^ and 
to support the reputation of a slandefred 
absentee^ . though aa object of indiflbrence,* 
were amiabte traits in the chirattfx of Ledfie« 
Qottid he tken heir the female wSioie unrit 
vailed excellence, both of person amd mind^ 
aade every odier woman sbric iii/the toot^ 
parisoiD, aspersed^ withottt attempting iec 
vindication ? Impossible ! Turning, there* 
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fore with* a look o£ sererity to PhiHppa,4er 
neplUdj" I have attended/Miss Heathcote, to 
your ill-natured and unfounded slander-e- 
for slander I must caH any attempt to depre- 
date- the character of an absent persoa; and 
(^nnot resist the justice which demands a^ 
refutation. 

"Miss Mtz-York, in my opinion, is notonly. 
in af^earance, but really oiie of the most 
perf0(:t of nature's works. Faukless in per-r 
son-~u]isullied in mind-^supeiicff in^under* 
standings—and unrivalled in accosiplisiL- 
mtau i the diildish instability . you attxi- 
Wte . to her, would be us unnatural . an 
bsbongrtiity, as Che e3q)ectation of jektractiiig 
dkK>ssfrom pure gold, of thud &om dear^ 
timadukerated water* If M»s Fkz-York be 
attached to Captain Corbett, of which I have 
fay ^ubts, 'tis an attachment on principle.; 
•fot'^oTight caprice will -ever governr sudi^ 
mliid^ and, therefore, it cannot be subject to 
th^rtfrtf 'df coquetry, ' or the ptruide^s. imore 
^agerotrs: wiles. I know npt9;Philippa,bWhy^ 
yim havexaken^o much^ns tbdnjipoee u{io& 
me ; |)ot whatever wa^ your motive, ckrwiil 
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he ihostificotion enough :to know, tUit yout; 
dfforts have had an efeci directly contrary i. 
andif Corbett wasyxniradviaer, he had best 
beware' how he perseveres In a conduct, 
which will in the end cover him with shamet 

Philippa, exasperated ' beyond sdi fbrteiei; 
bounds by Leslie V severe reproof*, and the 
haughty manner in which he left hear, sought 
her. . adviser ; when they agreed^ aft^ 
considering the matter pro and con ; that M 
Talbot was proof s^gainst their; arts,; they 
woujd turn them more decidedly against 
Fanny ; whose pride, which these coofed^iiteqr 
denominated esG^Ayer^ would aid their 
plans of separation as effectually^ and with; 
less danger to thenniselves. 

Leslie fojund himself so much softened tQ<» 
wairds Fanny by Mcs. Bloomfield's discourse, 
added to the interest which artee from de^ 
fcsniting her ; that hd was ia tihe d&iidg par- 
lour, before any of the. party, resolved to 
daim .his formex seat, and nkaintain it against; 
all oppoHtion. As the widow advanced, he 
bowed, and smiling begged leave to resume 
hi& envied station* '* I. ha^e no legal fight," 



die replied ^ to tseent ottdrngi trat inHibr 
once urarp oiie» and saty yoo are welcome '* 
Fanny did not enter the room until they had 
alUaken their places, and started on beholduig 
young Talbot seated by her friend^ and 
talking with unusuid animation. 

^'This^** she mentally exckdmed, /^ a conti- 
nuation of his mcnrning^s presumption^wliichl 
^ould deserve, were I to countenance.'' Then 
ad vandng towards Phifippa, she said *^ wiH 
you Miss Heathcote have any materkd ofagec* 
tion to ^(change seats ? a teazing ^ead ache 
makes me dread facing the light, whidi pro* 
bably you can ^counter without ittconTeni« 
ance» 

'' Certainly;' replied FhiUppa, «' any thing 
to accommodate the peerkss Frmices^* glanc< 
ing spitefully at Leslie* '^But bless me^ 
cfaUd/' she added, *^ your eyes are red and 
swelled, had you not better take dinner in 
your own apartment f^ Nothing could have 
beenless desired than this observation* Fanny 
hoped by avoiding the light, to omceal the 
too visible trace of tears-«*tears whic^ the 
could not rationally account £>r.^ BtttiioW|. 
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aU ^ett were turned upon h^&r, and every 
tongue engaged in midtiidying questions and 
advice^ All tongues did I say ? no» not afflt 
Leslie opened not his lips : but anxiety aiid 
solicitude were psunted on bis countenance ; 
and he inwardly pondered on the cause that 
could draw tears from her, who in the world's 
estimation, had so much reason to be happy, 
ibd he any sfasore in the grief? was the 
question uppermost in his thoughts. The 
idea that he had gained an interest in her fair 
bosom, next OfCxnirred, and the possibility was 
hailed with rapture. 

Fanny, to confirm her assurance that all 
was well excqpt a flight head* ache, endea-* 
ioured to eat and talk cfaeerfuHy, but every 
;:4ttempt to swallow, was attended with loathe 
Ihg, and her spirits were unequal to conver- 
sation. The company in general had too 
much poKteness to notice either her want of 
appetite, or the invincible dejection of her 
manner ; but Fhilippa, who delighted to 
teaze and mortify one whose superiority 
she was forced to acknowledge annoyed her 
by vulgar astonishment at ^he why, and the 
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i^b^efcSre; and U^repfessodl triamph, wheft 
1^ found h^ questions productive ^jF embar- 
ta^meat, or too perplexing to admit of a 
direct aniswer. 

Sot some time Mr^. l^oomfield beard and 
%AW with dUent attention* 3ut ^hen 
Pkilippa recommended a sprig of hearty ease^ 
with which the jelly was ornamented, as a spe- 
cific for swelled eyes, and loss of appetite, 
the widow, with much asperity of manner, 
said ^^ Miss Heathcote, you have amused your- 
self duripg dinner^ with questions, inueados, 
and remarks, applied directly, or indirectly, 
to my young friend ; as a new method, I 
suppose, of alleviating her indiq)ositio9 ; for 
I. should be very sorry to think you had any 
wish to increase it. The hearts, ease yoa 
took such pains to recommend, Miss Fitz* 
York is amply supplied with, by conscious, 
rectitude of conduct, and firm integrity of 
soul. I therefore beg leave to compliment 
you with it, as the sovere^ remedy ia all 
cases of envy, iU:.nature,. and jealousy* If 
any of your friends are tormented with these 
maladies, tell them the wonderful virtues of 
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hearUease will temper their acerbity, and 
finally erajjlcate them from the human 
mind/' 

A dead silence followed this remark. 
Those wjio tliought Philippa injured by it, 
were too powerless to take ber part against 
so strong an adversary ; and their Graced 
were not sorry such a check had been given 
to her iU-timed flippancy. Fanny, from 
whom she deserved no pity, was hurt at the 
widow's severity ; and, with the smile of a 
seraph, said, *' Miss Heathcote's well-meant 
endeavour to rouse my supineness, would, 
doubtless, :have had the desired lectin a case 
merely mental ; but bodily pain will not fly 
before raillery; and -this little flower — her 
present — shall be preserved as a shield to 
counteract any attempt to dispossess my 
heart of that ease it now values itself upon/' 
Leslie involuntarily bowed his head, ia 
token of approbation. Th^ Duke, whose 
neighbour she was,, pressed her hand to hiif 
Hps-^-iwhilst the Duchess, with an ap^rovii^ 
smile, exclaimed, ^' Such sweetness of dispo- 
sition is the best security that I ^ acquaint-^ 
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ed with for hearts-^ase ; and yet» that wiH 
not always insure it. But though^ as frail 
mortals, we cannot command success^ there 
is gresu: ccosolation in knowing we deserve 
it; and that consolation, I foresee, wiS 
never abandon Miss Fits-Tork.** Her Grace 
then recomm^ided a stroll, in preference to 
the music»roo&i ; '^ because/* she added^ 
^' if our lovely friend be caught within the 
precincts of the latter, we ^all indulntaUy 
trespass upon her talents, and ^giiig is a bad 
panacea for the head*ache/' 
, Fanny seisBed Mrs. Bloom field's arm, and 
requesting to walk under her protectio0» 
they^ took a pftth seldom frequented by the 
&mUy. They had not proceeded fs^r^wllen 
Leslie, ^itb folded arms, slowly approached 
from a side avenue ; and hoping Miss Fits- 
York had received benefit from the air, 
would have passed on, had not the widow, 
in her accustomed unceremonious manner^ 
bawled out, ^ Vrzy^ Mr,. Talbot, have yoR 
ever adced Mass Fitz-Tork the iioiportant 
question you put to me V* 
«*Madamr 



FAKNY FITZ-YOSLK. 355 

** You recollect I referred you to ber as 
the most proper person to ascertain the fact 
von seemed so anxious about.'' 

^^ I remember asking a question in the 
course of common conversation ; which had 
I proposed to Miss Fitss-Tork, would have 
been both rude and impertinent.'' 

** If the question to myself would have 
been rude" said Fanny, with spirit^ " some 
degree of impertinence must attach, when 
proposed to a third person." 

" Oh no, my dear," replied the widow. 
^^ There is a wonderful difference between 
speaking qf and to a person. For instance, 
Mr. Talbot oiight ask ime, if I did not think 
yott esf^tremeiy plain and ill-tempered; but 
had he proposed the same quere to yoursdf^ 
ht would have been hooted by ail the vo* 
iaries of politeiness, from my Lord Chester-^ 
fieki to our derkal Adcmisj the white-handed^ 
taip^-fingered liUyman. But this is ^^^i^ 
about the bu^. Plray» my dear, are you 
ffmg to be married!" 

''Me, Madam!" 

'' Ves, yott^ «htld« I do not ask for my 
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awn information, but for the edification of 
this modest gentleman." 

^ My decision cannot be of the snudlest 
importance to Mr. Talbot." 

" Yes, it is ; for he intends^ I b^eve, to 
ofier himself to Captain Corbett as groomV 
man on the occasion." 

•'On what occasion?" 

" Bless hie ! How dull you are. On the 
occasion of your marriage with Captain 
Corbett, t6 be sure." 

^* Has Captain Cdrbett dared to 'insi- 
nuate ?'' said Fanny, warmly. . ^^ But no ( 
It is impbsible he should'* 

^^If it would seriousb/ ofiend you, I 
should think it, indeed, impoitiUe/' ob« 
served Leslie. 

« Offend I" replied Fanny. " I couJd 
never oirerlook sux:h duplicky. Nor woldd 
Lady Ann and my guardian ever. 3gpAn <x>uii- 
temnce a nian, who, contrary tky my ekpresa 
dedaration, has die insol^ce to speak, haw« 
ever indirectly, of oile/ to who$e smallest 
favour he has, in fact, so few. cfcciai^.'* . 
, ^ Not dne, by htoveur.gacirfal^JUaHe, 
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-witli strong emotion. " Indeed, I know not 
the man who could lay on the score of 
merit, to the favour of Miss Fitz-York." 

Leslie's warmth, a^d the animation which 
sparjded in his eye, gave a momentary pka* 
sure to our heroine. But her evil genius, 
in the ideal form of Philippa, . interrupted 
every felicitous sensation ; and, with a sigh 
of regret, that her wayward heart ' was be- 
stowed on dne, whose best affections were in 
the possession of anotli^r, she turned away, 
and pursued her solitary walk. 
. Mean while, Leslie and the widow, who 
could on no rational ground account for her 
abrupt departure, continued the conversa- 
tion J the. (me believing she repented her pre- 
mature, but not less bindings engagement 
with Corbett ; the other, positively asserting, 
that no such engagement existed, or ever 
would exist. 

Fanny had reached the extent of the shady 
avenue, and was turning to retrace her steps,^ 
when voices in an adjoining vvalk disturbed 
her reverie. ' The person then speaking was 
evidently Philippa j and, to convince her of 
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her entire forgiveness, she was medita^g a 
junction, when the hated accents of Ck)rbect 
struck upon her ear, and set aside her inten- 
tion. Instead of joining them, h&c only wish 
now was to remain unnoticed ; and stopping 
a moment to observe which way they bent 
their course, that her own nmyements might 
be governed by theirs, she h«td Ptuti^ 
say, ^ I have no £ears on my own account* 
I know Leslie too well to doubt eithtf his 
honour or his love } but I cannot help feel* 
ing for Miss Fitz- York's youth and uH^ro- 
tected situation. Lady Ann was highly 
blameable in trusting so young and vain a 
girl to her own inexperience j though her 
motive for sending her here may be ea«ly 
accounted fbn She would have no objec- 
tion to ally her own decayed nobility to a 
dukedom ; and the daughter plays her part 
in the mother's ambitious project to achnira^r 
tion. But ail h^ arts, and she began to 
practise them from the moment she entered 
the house, will, av^uil notlnng with Leslie ; he 
may pity her, and who can help it? but his 
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^ttackmenl to me commenced in our cbild* 
-hood, ^nd has kKxeased with our years.^ 

Fafiny*s feelings, during this artful speech, 
may be better conceived than expressed* 
"Was it to be endured, that Lady Ann— the 
best of women— the most exemj^ary of pa- 
rents^ — should be supposed ca,pable of laying 
plans for h^r daughter's elevation ? And 
that that daughter should become an object 
i>f pity, not m^hely to Mi^ Heathcote, but 
to Leslie himself? There was (£straction in 
the thought ! Young Talbot's htte conduct, 
then, was the result t>f compassion. He 
felt for the presumed love-sick girl, and took 
that method of crushing her hopes. Pride 
was Fanny^s ruling passion. \Not that pride 
which rendered Lord Milford and Lady 
Mountcastle so usiamiable ; but the pride of 
conscious integrity— the pride of virtue and 
hereditary honour. -^^ These sweUed her 
young heart, and elevated her form, until it 
became almost as majestic as her mother's 
would have been on a similar occasion. 

The precious pair, having distilled their ^ 
poison into Fanny's ear, walked away at the 
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dose of Philippa's speech ; but the viGtim of 
their deceptive arts remained riveted to the 
spot. Her first determination was to write 
to Lady Ann to recall her ; but in so doing, 
she must explain her reasons; and that, 
compassion to her nK)ther'5 feelings would 
for ever prevent. Besides, the Duke, the 
the Duchess, and their lovely daughters' 
kindness and attention merited all her 
(Hraise ; and whilst her society contributed 
tp their happittess, it would be ungrateful 
to withdraw herself voluntarily. " No^** 
she continued mentally, ^' I will remain, and 
convince the misjudging lovers, that I am 
neither a vain nor a weak girl ! That my 
beloved mother has formed ho plans of am- 
bition ! And that the Duke of Newland's 
heir is not more decidedly indifiereat to- 
wards Fanny Fitz-York, th»n she-*-'— '* 

Here a deep sigh interrupted the current of 
her thoughts; but.it seemed to. afford relief 
to her oppressed mind ; and she concluded 
her cogitations with a firm determii^tion to 
think no more of Leslie. 
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CHAP. X. 



THE RACES— LITTLE WATTY— Al*0 A 
WELCOME arrival! 

WHEN Fanny enter^ the drawing-room, 
4he found her noble hosts tete-d-tete; and 
answered their kind inquiries, by an a^sUr* 
ance that music, if their Graces were so 
disposed, would complete her cure. The 
proposal was too agreeable to be disputed, 
and the trio were deeply engaged in a g^ee, 
when the rest of the £imily dropped in. 
Le^e drew near to our heroine, and as the 
last; note died away, said, in a low voice» 
*^ How good and amiable, you are, to sacrifice 
your own ease to the happiness of others.'* 

These few words applied so peculiarly to 
Fanny's late feelings, that she overlooked 
their real meaning ;, and turning hastily^ was 
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going to disavow all sacrifice, when CIorbMl^ 
who had stationed himself on the other side, 
added, *^ Every one must yield to Miss 
Fitz-York in the art of pleasing." 

^^ Hie art of [deaskig V* said Philippa. ^^ A 
good distinction^ Corbett. But give me the 
woman who is pleasing without artr 

Fanny feU the implication ; but, conscious 
of not deserving it, fixed her penetrating 
eye upon the speaker, whose countenance 
fell beneath her geuse. Corbjdtt saw the look, 
and Qonfessiiig its power., repEad, ^SeaJIyv 
MBss 'Heathcote, you^ have stgaincA any woBds 
into a mtamng they w^re sever meant to 
convey; nor is it possible tbey can be so 
construed when applied to Mtts Fftz^Yoik.'' 

^ Bravo V* said Sir LouMnce. 

^^ Biuyissimp !*^ added Lfllynan^ 

^ What are you att about !'^ asked ppettf 
Miss Aubum> advancing. 

^ Aye,-^What are you att abont^ good 
folks ?'' echoed Mrs. Bloomfield« 

*^ We wef e spealpng of the Ai»t8> ma^ 
<lam/* anewered Corbett. 

•< % that all ?•* said the widow. « I vo«^, 
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fr&m the rapturous as;clamatioi^ of the Ba» 
ronet^ wd hi» no less scientific friend, I 
tiKMiglit your subject had been copkery, or 
cosmetics* Pray which of the Arts werQ 
tiey ap{dapding r 

'^ Th^ art of (basing,'' said PhUippa. 
^^Have they any pretensions?"^ asked 
%hB t^^aiamg widow. ^^ I should be glad of 
information in the a^mative, for the no* 
vdty of the thing, for I never yet discovered 
any* Mi^Uk Fitz^Tork, you ran away from 
us this evening, No ^ppointmiesDit, I hope» 
with any of these g^lants r 

^^ My dear madam," relied Fanny, smiJU , 
Wg> " you do J^othopey you are certaiUf** 

*' Tes! I am certain, that n^ beau wished 
the old woman at Jericho, that he might fol- 
low the tfomg one.'' 

Fanny, to put an end to the conversation, 
struck up a favourite dances which first set 
the heads o( the company in motion, and 
afterwards their heels i for they formed into 
couples and danced away their animosity. 

Burford races, which the Duke always 
made a point dl attending, were drawing 
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near ^ and, as Fautiy had never been present 
at an amusement of that nature, many new 
scenes were anticipated, which she hoped 
might draw her thoughts from a subject, it 
was no less her interest than* her inclination 
to abandon. This was a difficnh task, whilst 
each hour presented Leslie to her view, 
adorned with every manly grace and virttie. 
He was one of those characters who shine 
with resplendent lustre in a domestic circle. 
To the Duke and Duchess he was dutiful 
and attentive; to his cousins, affectionate 
and polite; to the household, considerate 
and kind ; to the visitors, uniformly assidu- 
ous to conciliate and amuse ; and, surely, no 
person possessed that art in greater perfec- 
tion than Leslie Talbot ; for in addition to 
his talents as a man of genius, strongly sup- 
ported by education and travel, he attached 
a sprightliness of manner, which rendered 
even juvenile amusements interesting, and 
could descend to playfulnei^ with a grace 
few^ of his compeers could equal. 

To .ee him every day, and all day long ; 
to hear the dulcet harnK)ny of his Vc^ce— 
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never SO perfectly sweet as when addressing 
herself— without appreciating talents so cxr 
clusively his own, — ^would have betrayed a 
want of discernment, an indifference to me- 
rit, which falls to the lot only of those whq 
want sense to distinguish perfection, or are 
too selfish to allow it to any but themselves. 
But Leslie was now a forbidden good ; and 
it was her duty to struggle against a par- 
tiality, which could produce nothing but 
misery. 

Lady Ann had sedulously warned her 
against that enervating weakness, which 
some young girls encourage, to the destruc- 
ticm of health and morals. She had been 
taught, that to mil and to do were syno,« 
nymous. Fanny had found this doctrine 
experimentally just, as far as experience had 
hitherto reached ; and, . if to resoioe be to 
accomplish in small things, why not in all ? ' 

This style of argument will be scouted by 
those dan^sels deeply read in romance, who 
chuse constancy for their motto, and are 
ready to sacrifice every thing to love. But 
Fanny's education, and the maxiips of her 
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mother had stamped her, not oirfy a reason- 
able, but a reasoning creature ; and this rea- 
soning taught her, that unattainable good, if 
not viewed through the medium of pru- 
dence, is, in fact, evil in disguise, and wiH, 
soon or late, crush the being who does not 
flee before it. 

During the race-wedk, Leslie would, doubt- 
less, have engagements, which would ifivide, 
if they did not estrange him from the iamlty 
party j and at the end of that period she 
hoped to receive a summons from her be- 
loved mother; to whom, and Rosette, In 
the sweet retirement of Tremortte, she 
looked for the restoration of that peace, het 
visit into Oxfordshire had for a time de- 
stroyed. 

The carriages were at the door to convey 
them to Burford Downs, when a diffictdty 
arose about the order of their going, J*anny 
had previously petitio^Qed Mrs, Hoomfield to 
permit her to occupy the vacant seat in her 
- chariot ; but this his Grace positivdy ,for- 
T}ade. " What would the admirers of beauty 
layi'*he observed, ** if they knew the flonrer oi 



eur pkfif was cooped up iu su dose carriage ? 
I ^ am too proud of such an assemblage of 
youth »ad loveliness to conceal one of youv 
There artei two open carris^e^ and I would 
wish them occilpied by— --let me seeji hbw 
many y^njag folk^have I? There axe four 
o£ my oWn family^ Miss Fitz^York and Miss 
Auburh make six^. you three gentlemen' 
4|^re as equestrians, I believe^ so there will 
be four for the kndau, and if Miss Fitz>York 
would grace Leslie's curricle — ^" ^ 

** If M|ss Fit»-York would so far honour 
me/' imertupted young Talbot^ his whole 
countenance glowing with the idea* 

** Since you wUl not permit her to go 
with mi/' said Mrs. J^oomfield, ^^ I am 
sure, Fanny^ you can Have no objection to 
Ids Grace's arrangement." 

*' If Miss Heathcote would permit me to 
take her seat in the landau/' replied Fanny, 
modestly, *^ I think it would be more proper f 
•^I am sure it would be more agreeable'' 

Le^Ue sighed as he^ offered his hand to Phi* 
Iipp& ; but the Duke again interfering^ ask^d 
Miss Auburn if ^ had iny particular obr* 
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jection to his nepfufw^s society I ** If yott 
have, my dear, copy Miss Fitz-York^s c<tiu 
dottr-y for I should be sorry to force any 
young lady's inclination ; though there are 
few, I am proud to say, who would not 
think themselves honoured by his attention.'* 
His Grace spoke with an air of pique, for 
Talbot was his delight, and he thought no 
young woman^ hpwever exalted her rank^ 
but ought to be gratified by his notice* 

Little Auburn, with a dimpled smile, as- 
cended the curricle— Philippa, highly mor- 
tified, seated herself by Fanny in tile bat. 
1 (/ache, opposite the two Ladies Tsdbol— and- 
Mrs. Bloomfield, deprived of her companion^, 
preferred a seat in the Duke's coach, in which 
likewise Mr. Crayon the artist was. accommo* 
dated. The races were well attended. Alt 
the beauty and fashion of Oxfordshire, and 
some of the surrounding counties, graced 
the Downs, and our heroine found much to' 
admire in a scene so animating ; for every- 
body seemed' happy, and happiness, or rather 
its semblance, is contagious. The Duke s 
resentment ceased, the moment he had given 
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It Utterance; and as. the carriages drew vg 
close to each other, they conversed with ease 
and freedom. All the neighbouring nobility 
paid their respects ; and Fanny could not 
help wondering, that amidst such a motley 
concourse of people, she should not recognise 
one familiar countenance ; without immedi- 
ately considering that her society had been 
too circumscribed to admit a probability of 
meeting one of the few at Burford races. 

The Ddke had secured apartments at the 
head Inn, where they dined> and in the even- 
ing, ail was bustle and preparation for the 
ball. Leslie was too much hurt by Fanny*^ 
pointed refusal in the morning,, to subject 
himself to the like mortification. Accord- 
ingly he led out the pretty Auburn, whilst 
our heroine was under the disagreeable neces- 
sity of accepting the offered hand of Corbett, 
or sitting still the whole evening ; and though 
the latter would have been highly preferable, 
she wanted courage to encounter the raillery 
and animadversions, such a singularity would 
have drawn upon her. The Ladies Albina 
and Sidney were taken out by the two sons 
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of a neighbouring Peer, and PfaiBppa fcH to 
the lot of the soulless Sir Laurence. Lilty- 
xnan, thus left to seek a stranger, picked up 
a little lively brunette, tAose tongue kept 
pace with her heels ; and *ere they had 
reached the bottom of the set, she had talked 
and danced herself completely olit of breath. 
Fanny, on the contrary, was spiritless and 
lost in thouglit. Leslie had nevet addressed 
her since the morning ; but why he shoidd 
be displeased at a circumstance which in- 
volved his happiness equally with her peace 
she could not imagine. ^^ Had I not made 
that a prior consideration,^' she continued 
mentally, ^ I should not have proposed Hii- 
lippa, in preference to Miss Auburn, zt the 
companion of his drive ; and surely it wai 
not my fault that the Duke disappointed 
hhn any more than I could be answerable 
for his Grace's original propojsal. I had no 
* desire to usurp anotherls rights ; and though 
Miss Heathcote taxed me with i^^anity and 
art ; they shall never be exerted to her de* 
triment, or to engraft Zadi/ Ann Fitz-Yorh*^ 
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deeajfed nMUbf upon the vu>lie stoek of 
ton/** * 

These^ and many more unpleasafat refldo 
tions crowded upon her mind to the deslruc*' 
tion of every thing like pleasure ; and the 
calm, peaceful years spent at dear Tremorn^^ 
passed in review before her^ like the ghosts 
of departed happiness. 

At length, the first two dances ended ; and 
to avoid being taken out for the next s^t^ 
she sought her Grace and Mrs* Bloomfield in 
an adjacent apartment. But fresh mortifica* 
tion awaited her, for crossing the passage slie 
enoountered ensign Oaskellj the identical 
Iktie Watty y whose juvenile tricks, and more 
adult actions, had left a very unfavourable 
impression, upon her mind Modesty was 
never one of GaskelFs virtues, but a year 
spent. aiHongsit the most dissohxte of his 
corps, for 4t6 man of sense or refinement 
would associate with him, had made him 
fiiore vain, more impertinent, more presum- 
ing. Fanny would have passed him, but 
the little insc^at, seeing her apparently 
witfaoM a jparty^ seiaed both het haBd% and 
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with a rude stare, congratulated Mmself o& 
thus fortunately Meeting a near neighbour. 
** I have been'peeping about," he continued, 
" for a face that I knew j when the hand^: 
soinest girl in the jplace pops upon me, in time 
Ihope to begin the next dance/' 

Fanny vainly endeavoured to release her 
hands ; his grasp was. too powerful for all. 
her efforts to resist ; and the proud disdain 
which animated her features, he either did 
not, or would not understand. When how- 
ever he mentioned her so unceremoniously, 
as his partner in the dance, she felt allthe dig* 
hity of the Grosvehors rush into her veins ; 
and Lady Mountcasde herself, could not' 
have looked with mare haughty superiority. 
** Mr. Gaskelf," ^he repHed, '* the riide and 
vulgar familiarity of your words and actionsi 
lam not now to learn ^ though I scarcdy 
suspected I should again haye begn the o^ect 
jof them. I am sorry, for your worthy Ei- 
ther 's sake, that;years and a knowledge of 
the world, have not corrected those o|fen3tv6 
traits of character, which marked yoi^ boy- 
ish ,daysj and toujt.beg leav^ tQ. ftbJi8rt§> 
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that a near, and intimate acquaintance, tould- 
scarcely warrant the freedom of your mah^^ 
ners; but that from^n aUnost -stranger, they 
are equally indecorous and repulsive. I hope 
lam now at liberty to join my friends; iS 
you decide otherwise, I must have recourse^* 
however unpleasantly; to that protection, 
you will not dare dispute." ' 

, ** What ! you have not forgot your he- 
roics, my dainty fair one ;** cried he with a 
sneer: *' but Harry Tudor is not now within 
call, and if he were^ I am by this time 
above a .match for him. We gentlemen of 
the army are tip . to boxing as well as the 
broad sword; and woe betide that slim 
i^ark, if ever he comesi across me again. 
But' I bear the fiddles, and I am sure you 
wont be so unpeighbCurly as to refuse my 
hand. Fm a prime danter now ; we gentle- 
ifneh of the. army are iii full practice^ aiid I 
should not wonder if you are the envy pf 
every girl in the room." ** I do not wish on 
jtny ocoisioii to excite envy ; but in the pre- 
sent instance, it would be attended with a 
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itionificftdaii I canitot ^counter y so pnf 
release me." 

^ Is your hand engaged ?" said OaskelL 
An affirmative was on the tip of her tongoer 
hue accustomed from infi&ncy, fiever to 
swerve from the strict line of truths she 
could not fecondle a departure from it^ eveii 
to save herself from mortification. She thene^ 
fore, reluctuitly^ answered in the negative^ 
at the same time adding, ^' she did not mean 
to join the next set.'' 

•' What yon are tired are you ? wt gen^ 
flemen of the army are never tfa^d with* 
dancing, and I am %i your call wh«nevtr yiw 
think projper to <^mmand me/' 

Fanny glad to be released, and now first 
iieehig the impropriety of leaving t4e balU ' 
foom alone, glided to the bade ef her Ortice^- 
chair i who^ with the Duke^ Vk^. Bloom^ 
£ekl« and an elderly gentleman she had 
freqaently seen at the Abbey Were engaged 
in 3 rubber* 

After the usual questions, Fanny wasask^d 
the reason of her idleness ? ** I hope/' added 
the Duke ^* there is no scarcity of beaux ^' 



•« No, toy Lord Duke ^ I beltey^ iiot/* re- 
plied Fanny* *^ But the quiet of this apart^ 
iMttt i^ a gfeat relief, after the distracting 
noise of thft ball-roonl/' 

^ Wonders never ce^s&V* exdflimed th^ 
Widow. •* Since wheit, my deir Fatiny, 
has a ball-room been a ^ent df distraction ? 
Come, be honest, confess, you have had a 
disagreeable partner." 

*^ I danced with Captain Ck)rbett, madatn." 

*^ Duchess/ a^ed Mrd. Bloomfiddy *^ tan 
you tell from Miss Fit z-York's answer, whe- 
ther she was pleasantly situated in thedafiCd, 
vt the contrary J*^ 

** Not from her wwA,"* replied her 
Grace ; ^^ bttt one m^ make a shrewd. gtte» 
from her leaving the baH-room set this ciitkal 
moment—^ 

«• WeB r said th« widow. 

'' That she was so delighted with the Cap- 
tain, no one was thought worthy ol suceeed* 
ing him/* 

** Is her GrSce right, Fanny ?** 

^* Quite the contrary/' 

*• ^uite the contrary means, that ytaii Were 
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SO disgusted, you want courage to make x se- 
cond trial/* 

^ Is there ho medium between delight and 
disgust r' asked Fanny. " None/' answered 
the Widow, " that ^ould induce a. lively 
young woman to prefer our society to the 
mirth-inspiring sound of the tabor/ ' 

" Oh yes ! one." 

•« Name it/' 

** That your society is more charming than 
music ; — ttiore enlivening than the dance j— 
and more improving than anything I have 
heard in the ball-room/' 

Then perhaps you intend to remain 
with this charming—enlivening — improv- 
ing ^arty ?" said the Widow., ^yif so, 
.1 hope the Duke has made his will, for he 
may expect a dozen challenges at least, from 
men who will naturally lay your preference 
to the door of his attractions/' " If Miss 
Fitz-York allows me the honor of being her 
champion/* said his Grace, " it will be my 
pride to defend her with all «the skill I am 
master of/' 

c( Your Gracie is witness/' said Faany^. 
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addressing the Dtichess, ^^ to this gallant 
declaration, ^hich I shall certainly call into 
action the first favourable opportunity." 

Sir Laurence with his usual listlessness 
strolled into the room, deputed, by Lady Sid- 
ney, to enquire the motive of our heroine'^ 
desertion ; and to request, on his own behalf, 
the honour of her hand for the two succeed* 
ing dances. 

Thfe Dake saw dissatisfaction in Fanny's 
countenance, but having «io idea that it pro* 
ceeded from a dread of being claimed by 
Gaskell, naturally attributed it to her dislike 
of the present oflFer ; and to release her from 
it, replied " when Miss Fita-York is again 
disponed to join the dance, she is engaged to 
me, Sir Laurence. *Tis so understood I believe 
my dear.*' " Certainly. With pleasure, if 
your Grace wished it.'* For Gaskell she knew 
MTould not contend against so powerful a com- 
petitor ; and the rubber being finished. Sir 
Laurence was prevailed upon to take the 
Duke's seat, whilst he led his fair partner to 
the hall room* Couples were foriiiing for th^ 
nest set as they entered; and Watty no 
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sooner sa^ aur bercni)^ than he bratbed .vp 
to ker^ and £imiliar}y eiii^iiired if she iiras 
ready ? ^* For tvhat ?" ^fiqubed i» Grace. 

*' For ft caper, old hog^ Thtt pr^ty Fanny 
^ ^iigsged to me." The Diike*s wqimii^ 
countetiante was fi^ed upon ^^ar heroine^ 
when . the coxcomb added, ^ You doa% 
presume to dante^ I hope^ with those gotitf 
legs?" 

'< Where wooM be the pr^iimptlo&^ i£ this 
lady be satisfied V' 

'' That kdy, sir, I told jotx before^ is eaga^ 
ged to me, sir.^ said Watty, scmtiliidffiif; ins 
intagonist, ^ho from his age he thought h^ 
fiiight safe)y bully. 

** No, sir,** said the Duke ealmly^. •^ she has 
promised her hand to me, and yoa will par- 
don m^, if I do uot easily relinquish it/' 

'' And who the d— 1 are you, Siiv'* 

The foregoing part of this dialogue had 
been unheard^ except by the party interested 
But Gasketl's last words were uttered with 
ftuch loud defiance, that several gositl^ieft 
tushed to the spot» amongst the rest Le^.. 
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^* Tcft heaven's sake, my destr «Jr," siiid he, 
*^ what is the xftatter ?* 

" Oh ! nothing ; only this young soldier 
wantis to wrest tity partner from me, on the 
plea that old men have no business to dance. 
But unless Miss Pitz-York forbid it, I atn 
determined to keep my post, and not to bfe 
'buiUed out of my right.'* 

^ Bulfied, Sir !*' echoed Walter, ^ Such 
another word, and Ml pin you to the wall. 
We gentlemen of the army are not to be in- 
sulted with impunity.** 

^ Do you know who you are speaking to T 
«aid a by-stander, In a low voice. ^ Yes,** 
replied Gaskell in a threatening tone, and 
Hot clearly comprehending the question ; '* 1 
am speakmg to that little old man, whose 
dancing days are long gone by.*' , 

*^ You are speaking thus insolently,** said 
Leslie, "to the Duk^ of Newland; and 
unless you ask his Grace*5 pardon immedi« 
itely, you must answer it to me/* 

GaskelPs countenance, before red with 
passion, now became pale through fear. To 
a&ont a Duke was, in his estimation, littk 
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short of high-treason — z crimenever to be for- 
given • But when he understood from Leslie's 
words, that begging pardon was aU he re- 
quired^ he stammered out an apology, couched 
in terms the most servile and humiliating^ 
in the midst of which the Duke and his 
friends walked away, andWatty, covered wit^ 
shame and confusion, mounted his horse, 
and left the gaieties of Burford to those 
better calculated to. shine in the vortex of 
fashion and good breeding. 

Fanny having explained the cause of the 
foregoing scene, added, " you see 'tis dan- 
gerous, my Lord Duke to make rash vows* 
When you engaged yourself as my champion^ 
there was little probability of your valour 
teing so soon called into action ; but if you 
can pardon the origin of all this bustle, I 
shall never forgive myself iox subjecting your 
grace to insult and impertinence/' 

"My dear child," replied the Duke, ^'I 
feel no anger against the boy ; and honestl^f 
confess I. should, at his age, have struggled 
h?u:d to retain my pretensions to so lovely a 
partner. I am only vexed that Leslie should 
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l^ve'the business a consequence it by no 
j&ieans deserved, by his interference. 

V My dear Sir! could I have done less 

^hen I heard you insulted ?'* " Yes, X^lbot, 

you should have looked upon the lad with 

the contempt I did ; and that would have 

induced you to do nothing but laugh at the 

little warrior*s puerile passion.*^ 

' As the company had by this time formed 

into dancing order, the Duke led his lovely 

partner to the tog of the room. His Grace 

had formerlv been celebrated at St. James's, 

as the finest dancer, and the best-bred man 

of his day. Age had rendered his limbs less 

elastic, but he might still have vied with 

tnany a younger man ; and Fanny moved 

with a grace and vivacity so enchanting— 

so different from her former essay-— that 

Philippa, as she passed, congratulated her 

partner on having " warmed the clod into 

Ufef 

» The Duke frowned, and would have 
shown greater marks of disapprobation, had 
not Leslie at that moment presented his hand 
in the figure ; when the fro wn was converted 



ioto « smile so g^aduoitts, tb^ its^ usjbxQQct 
was felt by our heroine. • ^^ Am M>t I tbe 
envy of the room ?'' a^ked t}];^ Pujce. 

" I ^m glad^" replied Ledie, ^ to 3ee you- 
lappy, my Lord." 

** 3ut yqu doa't envy me ?" 

^' How call I9 with so &ir ^ partner of viy 
own ?'' The gennine pojjiteni^s^ of this repLj 
9atis£ed all parties; and a^ Fanny decliiied 
every ^ncoeeding ofier, she Wfis not Siorry 
when the carriages were announced to convey 
them hack to the Abbey« 

The following day, ILtesUe, without a^sogn^ 
ing a reason, declared his intention qf jqiii^ 
ing the Equestrian party* PhUippa had buih 
her hopes npon I^ing his conipanion in tfae 
curricle, from au idea that he would not 
Uhe to be se^n two sncceeding daj^s with 
the aaxne lady ; and this uiUooked for 
d^ternnnation mortiSed her to the quick i 
for was it not done with a view to avoid bj$^ 
company ? There was n^adne^s in the thought, 
and the Huh syren^i who had defeated her san-^ 
guine e::q}^ctationsof rank and precedence,fQr 
happiness was n€tver brought into the. scale — 
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l)ecome an object of to^^&tmed ze^p^y^ 
Tet so perfect was she in the art cf hypO^ 
crisy^ that no one suspected her capaUe of 
more than a Uttle ngiscMevous raiikry> and 
tbat Fanny shared in conmum with others* 

The Dube^ with whom Leslie's wiU was a 

hmj made no ot^ecttoii: to this new arrmger 

ment ; but requested the honour of driving 

our b«Poine in the £ors«Jceu curricle ? This 

efae frankjy acceded too, and found her 

coaeequence not a Kttte heightened, by the 

flsttttering distinction. On the preceding 

day ; many of both aexes fixed their confir 

ctent eyes vpon her^ and seen»ed to thiA^k 

i there was merit in staring down a nobody ; 

but the Duke*s flattering attentioil at the bal]^ 

and the distinguished station she now hdd^ 

raised the nobody into somebody of vast 

ioiportance in the eye of fashion* The 

gentlemen crowded round her, and the 

ladies stopped their carriages, under pretence 

of paying their respects tQ the Duke, but in 

fact to obtain a nearer view of his compa- 

nioD. Fanny fdt her own importance*— and 

what girl of her age, who knew she was 
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daiming no consequence that did not bf 
birth belong to her, would have done other- 
wise? 

Leslie too, laying aside the distance and 
reserve of the foregoing day, never quitted 
iier side ; and set an example of ease and 
freedom, it was in^osisible not to follow. 
The conversation was lively and animated, 
as in the early days of their acquaintance; 
Philippa*s claims -were forgotten, or if re- 
niembered, it was accompanied with a doubt 
,of their reality ; and the humiliating terms 
in which she h^d spoken of hersdf, and her 
revered parent, lost much of their poignancy, 
from a consciousness that they were totally 
.unfounded. In fact, from one cause or 
other, she was in such perfect harmony, of 
spirits, that every thing disagreeable was 
banished, and she determined firmly to sup- 
port herself under undeserved calumny. A 
concert finished the day, and at an early hour 
they were again set down at the Abbey. 

The next morning Philippa followed Leslie 
out of the breakfast room, and in the gen- 
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tlest accents, hoped he would not go to Bur- 
ford again on horseback? 

^* Why do you hope so, Pbilippa ?'^ 

*^ Because I am sick of a female party, 
and should like to accompany you in the 
curricle." 

"I thank you for the honour you would 
confer, but his grace enjoyed the open car- 
riage so much yest^day, that I £xncy he in- 
tends an encore* 

*' Indeed ! And with the same party ?** 

"Doubtless.'* 

^'^ That girl haCs art enough to wheedle the 
Duke put of his senses.** 

" If you mean Miss Fitz-York, this is a 
point upon which we shall never agree j 
therefore, to prevent irritation in both parties, 
I wish you a good morning. 

The cavalcade reached Burfprd in the* 
same order as before, and were turning on» 
to the downs, when a splendid barouche, four 
in hand, dashed past them. Neither LesKe 
nor the Duke knew to whom it belonged^ 
and the rest of the gentlemen were in the • 
rear with the other carriages j but ere they 
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had time to express curiosity, it httd sd)outj 
when Fanny recognized the well-known fea< 
tures of Sir Herbert Huntley. 

A joyfol exclamation borst irom the lips 
of each { and» drawing ]Qp» the Baronot fax« 
pressed his delight at the unexpected nieetuig. 
To Fanny it oonveyed a sensation equally 
pleasurable of which her expressive counte* 
nance gave ample testimony, and presented a 
fine contrast to the misery of disappointed 
hope exhibited by Ijeslie. The giy, degant 
Sir Herbert Huntley, was the rival then he 
had to dread, and not Gorbett ; who, poor 
fellow ! was in a situation not less pitiable 
thad hlnsself. 

The Duke interrupted this train of think- 
ing by reminding Fanny that an introduce 
tioh was customary, ^^fiut da not hurry 
yo^rsdf, my dear,*" he continued, ^* it will bd 
time enough when your excessive pleasur^ 
has abated." 

Our heroine blushed at this justly provokec 
reproof, and replied, ^* Indeed, I fear I have 
behaved unpardonably ; but the joy of seeing 
a highly* valued friend^ brought past scenes 
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ao forcibly to my recoUectionr-scenes, in 
V^hich my dear mother, and the loved com- \ 

panion of my parly days participated, that -i 

|brfn and etiquette were, for the moment ' \ 
banished. Bat pow your grace has kindly \ 

recall^ my wandering senaea, I shall take 
pbjisure in introducing Sir Herbert Huntley 
to the Duke of Newland. ]^^r• Talbot is * 
I b?Keye an old acq^uaistance/^ '^ 

The duke with a good-humoured $mile 
pre$ent$4 his hand, but Leslie merely noticed 
him by a formal, distant bow ; ^nd wlien 
th? c^ri^ges separated was silent and ab« 
stracjted. Whilst Fanny, with much native 
simplicity, recounted her first meeting with 
Sir IJerbert, the progr^;^ of their acquaint- 
ance, and the high opinion her friends enter- 
t^ed of his worth. " I have heaxd him 
reportesd," said the Duke, **as the best of 
sons, perhaps Lady Ann Fitz-York intends 
to honor him wi|:h that title.'* " The title of 
Son?" asked Fanny smiling; *' Oh no! Sir ' 
Herbert^ a&ctions are otherwise disposed of.'* 

" Are you sure oi that ?" enquired Leslie, 
^{^)^g for tl^e first tiiQe since the Baronet's 
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J approach. Our heroine stared, but made 

' no reply 5 when he continued, ^* I beg your 

j pardon. Miss Fitas-York, for doubting your 

/ word; but really the assertion- came - at a 

snoment when I was so entirely unprepared 

/ for it — it came I say — when I was thinking 

of something so opposite, that I was not 

aware of the strength of my expres^on. 

Sir Herbert Huntley, I ani told, is not only 

the most exemplary of sons, but the best of 

brothers, and I shall be proud to rank him 

amongst my particular friends.'* 

Sir Herbert, in making the circuit of the 
course,- was passing her Grace's carriage, 
when Mrs. Bloomfield, putting forth her 
head, bawled out ** What Huntley ! My noble 
Charioteer ! Is that you ?" 

** It is, my dear widow ! and never more 
happy to encounter Mrs. Bloomfield than at 
the priesent moment/' Whilst he was paying 
liis re^pepts to the duchess^ Leslie, who had 
seen him stop the carriage, and wished to 
make amends for his former slight, rode up, 
and with much politeness brought his grace's 
request that he would join their dinner 
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party." " Your company Sir Herbert,*^ he 
added, " will be esteemed a favour by us all." 
The Baronet felt no small disgust at Leslie's 
former distance ; but the trouble he had un- 
necessarily taken, shewed such a wish to 
conciliate, that the invitation was frankly 
accepted. .^^ 
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CHAP, XL 

/ AN UNEXPECTED MEETING, AND A 

/ .JOURNEY. 

/ AT dinner the widow was uncommonly 

y loquacious^ which was generally the signal 

for tadturnity, to those who dreaded her 
/ lash* In fact, she was almost tired of bestow- 

ing correction, where there was so little hope 
of amendment ; and for several days had 
listened to the fdly of certain individuals in 
Siler.ce; but Sir Herbert^s arrival threw varU 
ety into the party, and raised her spirits 
above par, *' Pray Baronet,*' said she, 
** where have you been vegetating since the 
summer solstice commenced ?" 

" At Rose Mount,** he replied, " wiifc my 
mother and sister." 

«« Very proper, and very dutiful,'* observed 
the Widow, *^ Were you merely a famdly 
party ?" 

*^ Oh no ! We had several visitors ?^ 
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^ Sensible people, or simpletons ?** 
** Madam 1" 

^^ I mean could they talk upon rational 
subjects, or was all their information confined 
to the Kitchen V 

** I declare. Widow, your discourse does 
not meet my comprehension/' 

"I am very unfortunate in my mode of 
expression to-day. Sir Laurence, can you 
eluddate niy meaning ? Or you, Mr .Lilly man ? 
You are both gentlemen of readings but 
"wliether you prefer Betty BdffM^ or Hannah 
ixlass^ I have not yet been aUe to discover/* 
Miss; Auburn, finding neither of the 
gentlemen disposed to answer^ en^ired 
what subject those ladies treated upon ? 
and whether they bdonged to the blue Stock- 
ings? 

''They discuss, subjects of infinite impor- 
tance to lovers of good eating ;*' replied Mrs. 
Bloomfidd, ^' though I do not think they 
were ever initiated into thes octetyyou speak 
of; but these gentlemen can establi^ that 
point better thani I. What say you, Sir 
Laurence !" 
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**Nothing, madam." 

*• Mr. Lillyman, will you elt 

"Upon my word» madam. 
Divine, *' this is a subject so i 
the attention of well-bred peopli 
madam" — " That — really. Sir"- 
the widow, I knew we she 
last. Did not I always say i 
discussions were beneath the a 
not •well-bred only — but sen 
Pray, Sir Herbert, when did ) 
Moseley ? I hope he has quite re 
the effects of his accident?" 

" I hope so,"" replied th? Ba 
I fancy I h^ve scarcely seen hi 
did." 

" What acddent ?" enquired 

" Only a fell from his hon 
Dake,'' replied Sir Herbert. 

" That was the report in 
said Leshe ; " but I have reason 
wound arose from a duel." 

*' Indeed !" cried the Baronei 
Corbett, " I wonder who cc 
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such a report, . Do you know/ Captain 

Corbett?" 

, ** Why do you apply particularly to me, 

Sir Herbert ?'* asked the Capt;^. 

^ " At a piore convenient time I may ex^ 
plain," replied the Baronet, • ^ 

A duel, unattended with serious conse« 
quences, would have passed unnoticed by 
Fanny ; but when Sir Herbert questioned 
Corbett so closely, it occurred to her, that 
the reported accident happened immediately 
subsequent to the birth-day ; ^and an idea o£ 
the most horrible kind took possession of 
ben To be, ^ though innocently, the occa- 
sion of a quarrel, was painful to her upright 
mind: but when to that was added san* 
guinary warfare — ^a meeting, in which the 
life of one or both might have been sacri* 
ficed, it occasioned a faintness so oppressive, 
that she was obliged to retire to an open 
window. Leslie and Sir Herbert joined her,, 
and recommended a walk ^in the garden, as 
a means of counteracting the excessive heat 
of the room. Fanny smiled an affirmative,. 
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and, invking Mrs. Bloomfield to jdin ^t 
party, they" sallied forth. 

Whilst this scene was acdng, Phifii^a 6b- 
served, " What a Uessing ft is to be hos- 
tessed of fine feelings! Miss Fkz-York^ 
doubtless, fandes herself the cause of tlus 
whispered duel; and as Captain Ooribett 
seems to be considered as a party, I thiBk h^ 
has great reason to e3aik in the yoling hdy^s 
pattiaHly.** 

Ko one appeared to notice this ^^ckgtti^ 
and the ladies isoon afterwards t^tired tt> 
prepare for the evening. 

The widow receii4ng a hiiit thsft tanny 
wished for a few minutes conve)rsati<)n ^th 
Huntley, took LteSe's arm, and dr^w^ing lum 
to a distant part of the garden, cfiit h&M>ine^ 
witli much anidety, enquired tf a duel hki 
indeed followed the dispute in the tidst^^ 
Sir Hdrbefrt, totaMy unpirepared for a qu^^ 
tion of this nature, knew not wh&t to i^eply. 
Bis word had been pk^dged to {nr^serve chls 
secret ; but thus fnt6rF0g»ted,ihe rMst <^her 
forfeit that, or be guilty; by denying 5t, of « 
gross and palpable falsehood; and as the 
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buMaeaa nl^peared to have got windr dottbt- 
lfis$ through the yanity of Corbcftt, he coa» 
ooived biime^lf no loe^^ bouad to preserve^ 
wb»t the indiscretion of others had divulged. 
Aocordiiigly he detailed the tencontre, and 
its con^queHcesT; at the same time assuring 
]^lp auditor^ that the naeeting would, pro*" 
bably, have taken place independent of her, 
as Moaeley's eKtreme irritability on the birth- 
day, took its rise from a cause remote and 
i&ncojnnected. 

Fanny felt much relieved by this commu*^^ 
ftkzations and being inforiaed that lady Ann^ 
and Rosette would probably be in Devon^ 
shite in the coUfse of a few days, as the la3t 
l^lier i^' receive^ had meptiooed the ejp- 
pected dksotuiicm oi Mr. O^Briani she 
gai^e a sigh to t|he prenvature fate of a man, 
wbo^ during their short acquaintance, had, 
m hh relative sitmadon, tr^ted her bdoved 
mother with a kindness and coasideratiaa, 
her own inmiiediate connections had bvari- 
aUy withheld* IjesUe and the widow now 
j^[»fied them^ The couiitenaince of the fori^ 
nier betrayed a restless curiosity he vainly 
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Strove to conceal; but when Fanny an-' 
sonnced to Mrs. Bloon^field her expectation, 
of a speedy summons to join Lady Ann at 
Tremorne^ he looked at the Baronet as the , 
harbinger of tidings the most bitter and 
unexpected; without considering that our 
heroine had made a much longer stay at 
Newland than was at first intended. 

Fanny could not avoid noticing the sorrow 
her communication caused ; and to hide the 
sympathy it ^awakened, stopped to pluck a 
rose. Lesli* loitered too, and in mournful 
accentS) said, '^ Are we, indeed^ so soon to 
lose you ?" 

" Soon,** echoed Fanny, without moving 
her eyes from the flower. " My visit has 
been protracted beyond what friendship or 
intimacy could warrant ; and I am indebted 
to the forbearing kindness of her Grace for 
permitting me to trespass so long upon her 
hospitality/* 

" Her Grace, in common with the rest of 
her family, will have cause to regret your 
visit, since, as Miss Fitz-York, it may never 
be repeated'* 
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** I{ the Duchess permits a repetition in 
any moderate time, it will be under no other 
name, rest assured/' 

, *' Indeed ? I thought — ^^I understood-— 
but, perhaps, I am outstepping the bounds 
of propriety, and prying into forbidden 
subjects," 

** I have no secrets. Pray proceed. What 
did you understand ?** 

*^ That Captain Corbett was . the envied^ 
the happy man, whom choice, and the con-, 
sent of friends- 






•* Corbett 1** interrupted Fanny, amazes 
ment visibly painted on her countenance. 
*^ The last man in existence whom I should 
choose ; and be assured, he has no exclusive 
interest with my friends. . I thought I said 
as much, when the same , subject was liinted 
by Mrs. Bloomfield.*' 

^' You did. But my understanding was 
then blinded by circumstances. and events of 
so puzzling a nature, that I interpreted your 
w:ords very differently. If I now construe 
them aright, and of that I cannot doubt, 
Corbett is a wretch—a defamer oi innp? 
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€enoe^^»dt)T^ht to be IioDtcd fnMn 
X29ed sodety/^ 

** Nay — ^now you alarm me. Have fowt 
weirds any refese»ce to inef'' 

^ They hav« iUvd I am sore yoii wiU not 
tidnk me iqipertifiendy ieaqtusittve if I asl;^ 
whether yoa ever honoured Corbett wkh ai 
letter ?". 

" Never.** 

^ And yet I saw tbe covtf of O0e directed 
in your haiid.'' 

Fanny instantly explained the dram* 
stimce; at the same dme i^qqepting Leslie 
VTOiild not interfere in tk boAuiess Lsidy Aim 
and her .guardian were w ^iiUy C^mpe* 
tent to manage. ^^Withottt your full.per- 
nusBbn," he replied, ^' I shdl ceftainly noC 
|>rc!su]he to take up the cause ; but to re* 
ward my forbearance, may I i^uest the 
honour of your hand ior ihe &fit set i^ 

''Since you fuake that a oonditiony k h 
granted.** 

By this time tbey had Mached the honsei 
but found the dinbgHsoonai vacated, aad 
EaMy« blushinfi: as ishe kH^nd at lier watcb^ 
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t^^^dttdeMd bow tnomeiits, which a|>peared so 
shott, should have left her such little tiaie 
fbr decoradon. 

Out herdme had bem ^arly taught, tiliaft 
time unnecessarily devoted to the toilelTtd, 
Was, inlact, wasted 5 but iMs day that good 
maxitti escaped her. H^ i:^ld w^i% adjusted 
over and over again, and stUl she tfaou;^ 
they might be f^oed to greater advantage* 
Atiother tf«:em{]% wa^ made with no better 
success i and, aft» it ninth tong^ tioie than 
usual, s^d infinitely mare pAti^jht fimdeA 
her appeiaenui^ sitog^iiier uti£ivGKU^ and 
j<»ii«^d her f]^i«Ms less satisfied with herseT 
tl^fdi at my fbtm^ period. This, howewr, 
W«s by no ttie^ns a general seiAtment ; 'the 
l^uche^ compKmeiited her on thfe tacoessi^re 
nea^eas and pris^prl^ty cf her appeaaiatiee) 
atid Mrs. IMoomfield could not avoid <}raww 
pg compatfsons ttmch to h#r advantage. 

It had ^een previously aigreed to ^rttend 
the theatre before they proceeded to the 
beffiUrootn. FaSiny was fin^ hisinded oiA of 
the carriage^ and as she waited fist h^ party 
in the box-lobby, two females, dressed evi- 
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dently to attract notke, brushed; past herj 
iq one of whom she recognized Julia Caven- 
dish ! Drawing Sir Herbert aside, she whis- 
pered a discovery, and enquired what steps 
it would be ppoper to pursue ? 

The: Duchess and her ,train passed to their 
box whilst this confidential communication 
was made ; Leslie alone patiently awaiting 
its termination^ and wondering at the occa* 
don. At length he heard the Baronet say^ 
^ Leave the business to .my discretion, and 
do not by your words or looks, betray what 
it is so much, our interest to qon(^aL 1^> 
Talbot waits to conduct you;, behave as if 
nothing had happqned^ and depend upon my 
caution." At the conclusion of. this sentence 
he presented Fanny's hand to . Leslie^ and 
bowing, left them. "I am afraid,'* said 
Talbot, as they proceeded, ** something un- 
pleasant has occurred. Can I be useful ?* 

" You are very good j but .^r Herbert is 
fully adequate to the business in questi(H)» 
All I have to request is, that : no notice may' 
be taken of ;m^: thing that ha^ happened> 
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sinte the happiness of several. may otherwise 
be involved.'* 

^^ Since I am trusted so hx^ I wish I wiere 
thought worthy of knowing more.. Not 
from curiosity^ believe me^ that were a des* 
picable motive ; but from a fear that so very 
young a man as Sir Herbert Huntley may 
not be the most eUgibJe confidante Miss Fitz* 
York could choose.** 

^' So^ because I have, unadvisedly as you 
suppose^ trusted one young man, you think 
I should mend the matter by admitting 
another to my confidence. No, no ! If I 
have done one imprudent thing, I will not 
add to it by another of the same com- 
plexion** 

Lillyman at that moment came in search 
of the trio : but finding only two, and those 
in earnest conversation, he begged pardon 
for interrupting their interesting tete-d-tete^ 
and was ag^in retiring ; when Fanny and 
Leslie joined him, and they entered the box 
together. Every eye was turned with curi- 
osity upon pur heroine, and the conscious^ 
ness that therj? was something to conceal. 
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gave an embarrassment to her manner quite 
unusual. Before the farce began all the 
£i$hkmables forsook the theatre, and the 
ball-room exhibited more beauty and splen* 
dour than on the former night- 
Still Sir Herbert was absent, and a thou*- 
sand questions poured from di&rent quar« 
t«rs to ascertain the cause. These interro^ 
gations were considerately answered by 
Leriie^ to k ad suspicion from g^ncing at his 
lair partner; and thu$ he became a volun* 
tary party m the mystery, though what that 
mystery was, he knew, not, and woidd bave 
given the world to fathom.. 

The tecond dance ccmdudtd, and Fanny 
refused every offer to join a fresh set, having 
{Promised her hand to the Bsu^oneti StiU he 
came not; and the gentlefioeo who had 
been mortified by her avowed pre^^m^ge* 
snent» wondered who the insensiUe being 
could be, who, on any pretence, would neg- 
lect 90 fiuKanating an object. 

She was in earnest converss^on with the 
Duke^ when a tall, elqjint atranger ent^nred 
th9 room^ undj, tfter ipealong to the Mast^ 
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of the Ceremonies, advanced to the sofa (m 
virhich they were seated. ** Have I the hOf* 
nour," said he, gracefully bowingj " to 
address Miss tlt«-York ?'* Our heroine an- 
swered in the affirmative, When drawing a 
note from his pocket, he presented it, and 
Jretired. The direction was in the hand^ 
^tttitiiig of Sir Herbert, and, bowing to hk 
<lrace, she read as follow : 
** My dear Madam, 

" I HAVE only time to say, that I have 
o%taSned possession of my charge, and am 
this moment setting off fot Devonshire. No 
{>Iea but humanity cemld force me to relin* 
quish the honour ind pleasure of my e!i<- 
gagertient this evening; but if I may bb 
allowed to recoihmend my friend, Colonei 
Parke, you wiH have no caute to regret ibt 
iabsence 6f 

*« Yott* trttly devt)ted friend 
^ and Servant^ 

« HfiJtBERt Hl^MtLEt/* 

Hie gentleman agaiu advanced, and hopiefd 
he was ^v«fd the unpleasant necessity of 
being hk ovm heriild. 
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** Sir Herbert Huntley," she replied, ^ fiay 
made honourable mention of Colonel P^rke, 
whom \y consequently, make no scruple of 
introducing to his Grace the Duke of New- 
knd'^ The customary compliments passed ; 
he begged to trespass still further, by re- 
questing she would honour a stranger and a 
soldier with her band. /' It is sometimes^ 
my dear madam,.*** he continued, " inconve*- 
nient to have a good character,, and you owe 
the boldness of this request to my friend^ 
JSir Herbert's animated account of your 
goodness and condescension/* 

The dance was already begun; neverthe* 
less she gave her hand to, the g^ant Colonel, 
and assuring his Grace that she would not 
suffer him to be long idle, they took their 
station at the bottom of the room. Leslie's 
attention had been wholly fixed upon the 
handsome stranger from his first appearance. 
He wondered who he could be^ and how he 
should have had influence enough to obtain a 
boon so. many had sued for in vain. The 
letter,, too. Who could it come from ? A 
thought at that moment shot like a bolt of 
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ice through his frame, and he felt convinced 
the dreadful summons was arrived, which 
vtrould deprive Newland of its most precious 
ornament. This gentleman was, doubtless, 
a friend of Lady Ann's, or he would hot 
have been honoured with the commission ; 
and if so, her hand was not his for the 
evening only, but, probably, destined ta 
bless him for ever. 

These thoughts so entirely engaged him, 

that his partner thought it impossible he 

could be the gay, animated Leslie she had so 

much admired the preceding dance. Then 

J|e was all spirit and vivacity ; now he was 

so abstracted — go unmindful of his duty, 

that the figure would frequently have been 

in confusion, but for her efforts to prevent 

it. At length they arrived at the bottom of 

the set, and as he was dancing with our 

heroine, he said, in a low voice, * * I see the 

fatal mandate is come; but surely we are 

not to lose you so suddenly.** 

" If you mean the summons from Lady 
Ann, it is not arrived ; and, perhaps, I may 
stay long enough to tire you all.'* Fanny 
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then introduced her partnar, and gpokf oi 
him as the friend of Sir Hebert Huntley. 

** Perhaps, then,** said Leslie^ " that 
dreaded letter was from the Baronet ?** 

«« It was/' 

^^ ShaU we see^hiffi hfite this evening ?" 

^' I fancy he i; on the road to Devojofsl^e 
by this time." The %ure prevented a cpn« 
tinuation of the dialogue, and Leslie's part- 
ner had no further occasion to remind him 
of his duty. 

Colonel Park^ was the only son of a Gene- 
ral of that dame, and but lately returned 
from the East Indies. He and Sir Herbert, 
though there was a material difference in 
their 2^S) were old friends, and the aq:iden- 
t^ meeting was hailed with joy \)y both par- 
ties. The Baronet e;!^p|ained the negessity 
he was under of leaving B^rford immedi- 
ately, ** which you will own, Parke, is no 
?mall mortification/' be added, **when I' 
assure you the handsonlest and the best girl 
hi England h waiting for me in the baU- 



room/* 



*' Could not I be your hctm ienens, Her- 
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|»ert ?* asked the Cdonel. ^^ Tou may delU 
^er a note from me, which will be no bad 
bitrcducticHi ; and your own address will do 
Ihe rest/ 

" May a soldier irenture to 1)e8tow his 
beart; with any chano^ of return? For 
though you speak like an enffiusiast^ 'tis not 
exactly the language of /otie/' 

** I am not in Miss Fitz-York's secrets, Co* 
kmely and if I were, it would be the action 
of a scoundrel to betray them. 

Colond Parke tacitly confessed at the first 

glance, that Fanny's person was charming ; 

|>ut the una&cted ease and elegance of her 

ifianner— «the mind which shone on ev^y 

lineament of her countenance,^acted more 

forcibly upon his heart, than ^ mere personal 

beauty. In a word, before the end of the 

two dances he found his imagination more 

sensibly a&cted, than it had ever been before , 

though English importations of youth and 

loveliness, had not been unfrequent during 

his residence in the east ; but our soldier 

had too much delicacy to be ensnared by 

vensd charms, or entrapped by those who 
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make a traffic of tbeir beauty. The ev^ini 
however closed, without any probability 
renewing his acquaintance. The Dacbess^ 
under whose protection he understood Miss 
Fitz-York was now placed, gave him no ia- 
vitation to Newland ; and Mvho her imme-' 
diate connections were, or in what part olj 
Britain they resided, he had no opportunity 
of eDquiring* 

The following morning, Sir Herbert's ex 
cessive rudeness was canvassed, and himself^ 
denounced by the major part of the com- 
pany. Miss Fitz-York and LesKe were: 
asked, if they would become responsible for 
his conduct, or had any thing to allege, 
why sentence of banishment should not be 
pronounced* Talbot promptly replied, *' I 
have no hesitation in pronouncing Sir Her- 
bert innocent of your charge. An unex- 
pectedyand urgent occasion, hurried him 
into Devonshire j that settled, I have no ob- 
jection to be answerable for his appearance 
at Newland, when he will put his judges to 
the blush, for condemning him unheard.** 
Fanny looked grateful for the promptitude 
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«^h which he had removed ^uspidon from 
nierself ; and it was ^^^i^^d by the Duke, 
that Sir Herbert's final sentence should stand 
over for a few days^ in hope he would en- 
tirely set it aside by his appearance. 
^ ^ During this period, Philippa and Corbett 
Id several consultations, in which the lady's 
temess and rancour were most conspicu- 
s* Her rage at Leslie's undisguised partis 
jty knew no bounds, nor did Corbett 
pe his share of blame* " With your 
sonal endowments,'' she exclaimed, '^ you 
;ht with only a small share oC perseverance, 
uer the indifference of any petty Miss 
riri the kingdom } but the feet is, Corbett, self 
' is your idol ; and I believe you think scarcely 
I any girl worth the pains of a pursuit." 

* What would you have me do — ^shall I run 
awjy with her ?" 

*• That is a project easier to talk about 
than. accomplish. Such adventures happen 
evefy day in Romances ; but in real life, it 
is a thing next to impracticable. Then all 
our plots and plans, tending to estrange, and 
keep Leslie and the little witch asunder, 
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have only recoiled upon ourselves, and draw 
them into a closer intimacy ; from which 
naturally conclude; that some explanation ha 
taken place respecting your pretensions a| 
least J for Fanny, to give every one thA 
due, has too much delicacy to have intro: 
duced my name ; and therefore she m^ 
yet conclude me a formidable rival, thougl 
Leslie's behaviour, certainly does not tend to 
confirm it/' 

** Nor, I am afraid, ever will." 
« You don't know that. Only let me 
get her out of the house — 'tis plain why she 
was sent here — and I think I can wheedle 
her Grace into my plans •, whose power over 
the Duke and his* nephew is unlimited. 

The dinner bell broke up the consulta- 
tion; and though nothing' satisfactory had 
resulted, or was likely to ensue from the 
meeting, communication gives e^e to the 
mind, and so far, this precious pair hadffo- 
fitted by at. 

v^hkxrsvM ^u/r^/ -jc-J. ^.r - s.^y *iiyM. " v'^-^ 

G. Sidney, Printer, 
, Northumb4M*fVtreCMStin|^5^,Q^^ 
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